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THE DEER CRY 


by William Schofield. Fictional treatment of the 
life of Ireland’s great St. Patrick, weaving the 
legends and accounts into an exciting novel. $3.00 


YOU CAN CHANGE THE WORLD 


by James Keller. The founder of The Christophers 
explains the vital role that each individual may 
play to change the world for the better. An inspir- 
ing book containing countless examples to show 
that little people can do big things. $3.00 


LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY 


by Paul Claudel. Reflections on the need and dis- 
positions for prayer. “Searches deep and wraps up 
deathless wisdom in beauty of discerning word.”— 
The Sign. $2.00 


AWAKE IN HEAVEN 


by Gerald Vann, O.P. With that clearness and per- 
ception familiar to readers of The Heart of Man, 
Father Vann draws a picture of man, his place in 
the universe and his aspirations, and applies the 
principles of St. Thomas Aquinas to problems in 
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THE CITY AND THE CATHEDRAL 
by Robert Gordon Anderson. The story of Pari 
and its Cathedral of Notre Dame in the colorfy 
13th century. By the author of The Biography 9 
a Cathedral. $3.50 


THE NEW TESTAMENT 
in the Westminster Version of the Sacred Scrip 
tures. Cuthbert Lattey, S.J., General Editor. One 
volume editon of a translation from the origina 
Greek that has won high praise throughout the 
English-speaking world. $4.00 


THE GOLDEN LEGEND 


of Jacobus de Voragine 
translated by Granger Ryan and Helmut Ripperge. 
New one-volume edition of a medieval classic—live 
of the saints and readings for feasts of the eccles:- 
astical year. 16 Illus. $5.00 


THE FORSAKEN FOUNTAIN 
by Rosalind Murray. The daughter of Gilbert Mu. 
ray, the great classical scholar, sees in neglect d 
God, “the forsaken fountain” of all truth, the re: 
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the world today. 





$2.50 


son for the many lamentable examples we see about 
us of abortive and frustrated searching. $2.7 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE OR FROM LONGMANS, GREEN, 55 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Book Trade Notes 


While booksellers and publishers 
were napping last summer, Congress 
boosted postage rates to eight cents 
for the first pound. An increase of 
100% — effective January 1, 1949. 

This increase is particularly im- 
portant in the case of orders for only 
one book. If a book must be ordered 
special, the extra charge applies to 
the incoming as well as the outgoing 
shipment. 


Air Mail rates go to 6¢ from 5c, 
third class circulars are increased 
3344%, and there are many addi- 
tional increases. 


We are asked from time to time 
whether The Thomas More can 
guarantee ‘‘24-hour service’’. The 
answer is ‘‘No’’. No bookseller can 
conscientiously promise 24-hour serv- 
ice. If he has had very much experi- 
ence, he knows that he can’t live up 
to any such promise. On some books, 
yes — but on all books, no. No book- 
seller that we ever heard of can stock 
more than a small fraction of all the 
books printed, or even of those for 


which he will receive calls if he has 
even an average business. 

If a title is out of stock, he must 
order from the wholesaler or the pub- 
lisher and wait several days to several 
weeks even if the publisher has the 
book in stock. Frequently books are 
out of stock at the publishers also 
(this happened reeently with Mass In 
Slow Motion, Old Beauty, Seven 
Story Mountain and Philosophy of 
Religion, among others) and there 
were no books to be had until an- 
other printing is completed. There 
are additional complicating factors, 
but there is no reason to belabor our 
point. Experienced buyers learn in 
time to avoid those who seek business 
through rash promises. 


One big publisher — and he may 
be pioneering a trend — refuses to 
ship orders for trade books which 
total less than $8.35 list. His explan- 
ation: ‘‘shgrtages and increased cost 
of labor and materials.’’ 


Recently we attempted to explain 
to a customer why Catholic books 














were often more expensive than ge 
eral books. We pointed out that thi 
was made necessary by the relative) 
small printings. There is an irredi 
ible minimum eost for every D0 
published; if it can be spread ov 
many books the cost per copy is smal; 
with only a few thousand, it must k 
large. But, as customer argued, ! 
may be difficult to persuade mor 
Catholics to buy books until the pe 
comes down — that old vicious 
again. . 

Spiralling costs have many bi 
results : 

The only way to get a low cost # 
copy is to run large printings. Mal 
of the best manuscripts are Te) 
because the cost of printing m 
quantities makes the retail price ™ 
high. Consequently, quality is sie ps 
ficed to quantity. ’ 





Omnipotent Weakness edit 
On Thy bed of straw, The 


Teach us in meekness to } 
To observe Thy law. a 
—S.M.G. 
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Mystertous Malady 
Wreaking Havoc 
In Book Trade 


“Carriers” At Large In All Sections 
Public Authorities Helpless 


A recent editorial in the New 
World, official newspaper of the 












aris # Archdiocese of Chicago, gives rise to 
rful B the question of how far one can go 
78 with safety in discussing a strange 






malady now rampant throughout all 
getions of the country reached by 
the Associated Press and the Colum- 
bia network. 

The question is a delicate one. Mere- 
ly hinted at, it brings heated retorts 
from the most unexpected quarters. 
Doctors can’t explain it. The diseage 
originates in a nerve they never men- 
ti, unless they themselves are af- 
fected. Close examination of the 
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ihe latest anatomical charts discloses ex- 
cles. actly nothing. The editors, even, of 
$50) Integrity magazine, can’t explain. 






And: yet this nerve controls, or, at 
least, influences the welfare of all 
America, including Washington, 
D. C., the CIO, the National Associa- 
tin of Manufacturers, and the church 
bazaar at Eggshell, Nevada. 

Should We Remain Silent? 


Like the atomic bomb, it scares one 
even to think about it. Perhaps noth- 
ing more should be said. We’ve had 
ough trouble with the nerves we 
ilready know about. But this mysteri- 
us, impalpable mechanism — simply 
can’t be ignored. The hush- hush 
hokum brought us where we are. And 
yet we’re afraid to speak out. Mere- 
ly reciting the case histories that come 
our attention in a single day would 
fill'a book. 

The New World editorial highlights 
me of the reasons for the sordid situ- 
ition now existing, but it doesn’t 
mention the nerve. The General Fed- 
tration of Women’s Clubs, meeting in 
Washington to discuss the glamoriz- 
ing of sadism and crime, talked about 
the parade of indecency, and didn’t 
wention the nerve; and neither did 
the National Organization for Decent 

erature, which participated in the 
neeting, 

The editor of the New World un- 
loubtedly knows about it, but in his 
‘ditorial emphasized the fact that 
Thereas a decade ago the purveyors 
immoral literature had the decency 
keep their lusty ‘husks under the 
‘onter, close to the floor, on a level 
mth the swine, they now parade 
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lewdness before the eyes of all — and 
he blames the publishers. Why? Be- 
cause they dictate what the distri- 
butors must do. 

The distributors must agree to 
‘‘make every reasonable effort to en- 
large the sale of said publications in 
his territory. . .’’ He must make this 
effort regardless of how dangerous 
and evil the product may be — or 
else. 

There have been cases in the past 
where certain dealers, stimulated by 
local uprisings have been inclined to 
rebel. Press reports indicate a re- 
surgence of interest, and increasing 
revulsion, and revolts. Reading the 
New World editorial recalled to mind 
an effort of some years ago in South 
Bend, Indiana. Impelled by local 
complaints, a drtggist wrote to a 
publisher. 


(Letter to publisher—in part)* 
Popular Mechanics, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Gentlemen: I am no longer able to 
handle Popular Mechanics magazine 
in my store due to the fact that 
Mr. Houseman the manager of the 
Western News Co., requires me to 


Parish Libraries, Schools, or 
other groups wanting materials for 
display, or books for sale during 
Catholic-Book Week should act at 


once. 
Dan Herr, The 


Write to Mr. 
Thomas More, 220 W. Madison 


Street, Chicago 6, Illinois. 
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Published eight times a year: monthly, Feb- 
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handle pornographic magazines in 

connection with your magazine and 

I refuse to do so. 

Will you please tell me where I 
can obtain your magazine without 
being required to handle obscene, 
sexy printed matter at the same 
time. 

There are many fine magazines 
such as yours and it is difficult for 
me to understand why high class 
publishing companies merchandise 
their products in conjunction with 
some of the books that the Western 
News Co. handle. 

(Publisher’s Reply—in part)* 

Mr. Lee Newman, 
South Bend, Indiana. 

Dear Sir: Inasmuch as the Western 

News Company have exclusive 

newstand distribution privileges on 

Popular Mechanies, it will be im- 

possible for us to handle an account 

for you in this office as an inde- 
pendent dealer. 

I have asked Mr. Hannon, man- 
ager of the Chicago Branch, West- 
ern News Company, what adjust- 
ment could be made. The reply 
just received informs me that there 
is no other method of handling the 
magazine. . . 

* Quoted from The Fight on Filth, 
reprinted from a magazine of Our 
Sunday Visitor. 

-American News Company, parent 
company of Western News, has 
branches in probably all leading 
cities, and it is assumed that the same 
exclusive agency agreements exist 
with various distributors throughout 
the country. What this exclusive 
arrangement meant was that ‘‘If the 
local dealer does not purchase from 
the local ageney he is unable to 
secure certain desirable and popular 
magazines at all.’’ 

Contributory Culpability 


In traffie accidents, where bodies 
are smashed up, or lives ended, the 
law recognizes a factor of ‘‘contrib- 
utory negligence.’’ All of the blame 
cannot be assessed against one party 
if the other was also careless and 
neglectful. It will be noted from the 
above letters, however, that the pub- 
lisher accepts no responsibility. The 
distributor has ‘‘exclusive privi- 
leges’’, and can’t be disturbed. But 
where did he get such privileges? We 
would suppose, from the publisher. 

The distributor knows very well 
that many dealers don’t want salaci- 
ous, obscene, or pornographic mag- 
azines. Should he omit them from 
the ‘‘package’’ he sends the dealer? 
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Perhaps his conscience says ‘‘Yes’’, 
but the sick nerve twitches. Why 
should he be held responsible when 
everyone he meets is suffering from 
the same disease. 

Is there a risk that the distributor 
might lose some business? Hardly. A 
little flattery here and there will 
bring sufficient endorsements of his 
service to insure a_ steady flow 
of business. Publishers are not 
the only people with neurological 
susceptibilities. 

At this point the writer may as 
well confess that this peregrination 
was inspired by a note which said: 

“If J. Stalin offered books at 40% 
off, postpaid, plus I-day service, 
most of the Catholic publishers would 
go bust, and there wouldn’t be a 
Catholic dealer left in business by 
Christmas.’’ 

Whether or not that’s entirely 
true, it does cause us furiously to 
think, and after ten years of strug- 
gling with this problem, we have 
much to think about. Perhaps we 
should say ‘‘weep’’. 

Step By Step 

Just now, the country pays lip- 
_ service to the idea that Communism 
is a bad thing. It’s causing us a lot 
of trouble and costing us a lot of 
money, but it is the same Communism 
that it was back in the days when 
some of our nice professional book 
reviewers were losing no opportuni- 
ties to confer gold stars on the 
U.S.S.R. as one of the ‘‘four great 
democracies’’, and when a popular 
columnist achieved national acclaim 
for saying ‘‘It’s not a question of 
whether we can trust Russia, but 
whether Russia can trust us.’’ Patch 
up a few economics problems, and 
with these same boys it will again 
be ‘‘Uncle Joe.’’ The neurologists 
will starve. 

The present deluge of dirty liter- 
ature is not an accident. It’s a plan. 
The devil’s plan — largely controlled 
by that one sensitive nerve. 

Communism isn’t reached at a step. 
Socialism is the step below — pre- 
ceded by Atheism. Leading to 
Atheism is the broad highway of 
Secularism, paved with the profits of 
Materialism, dotted on either side by 
emporia catering to the greed of 
buyers as well as sellers, lighted by 
the enticing flares of hell. 

North, South, East and West there 
are loud clamorings for security, 
peace, and material prosperity. Here 
and there one also hears faint whisp- 
ers about polluted minds and the de- 
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gradation of youth through the un- 
avoidable floods of literary filth. But 
aspirations for peace will avail noth- 
ing unless the pollution is uprooted. 
When a generous sized ad will bring 
an accolade — and even an editorial 
invitation to open the family door to 
secular seduction — it is high time 
for prayerful thought about the 
malignant nerve-center so largely 
responsible for the increasing flow 
of obscenity and worse into homes 
and libraries. Extra discounts cover 
a multitude of sins, but dirty door- 


steps will never be conducive to clean . 


homes. WE ARE TALKING ABOUT 
THE ‘‘POCKET’”’ NERVE. 

Cardinal Stritch Speaks Out 

Since the foregoing was written, 
His Eminence, Samuel Cardinal 
Stritch of Chicago, speaking to the 
Council of Catholic Women of the 
archdiocese, asked that a committee 
be formed in every parish to call on 
newsstands, drugstores, bookstores, 
and others, asking them to cooperate 
in not corrupting the youth of 
Chicago through the dissemination of 
degrading reading matter. 
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Ban? 
From Cleveland comes word tha 


an Emergency ordinance has been pre. 


sented to the city council that woul 
make it a misdemeanor for me. 
chants to sell or display indegey 
literature. . . 

By the time this issue of Books oy 
Trial reaches you we expect to see the 
whole matter aired in many news 
papers. 





Lower Courts Upheld 


In a split decision, the U. § 
Supreme Court affirmed the convie 
tion of Doubleday & Company, for 
publishing and selling an obscene 
book, Memoirs of Hecate County. 


The publisher was originally cop. 
victed in 1946. The decision was af. 
firmed on appeal to the N. Y. Sv 
preme Court in May, 1947, and by 
the N. Y. Court of Appeals in 
November, 1947. It is not yet know 
whether Doubleday will appeal to 
the U. S. Supreme Court for a 
reconsideration, 





Lurid Satire on Not-so-brave New World 


Aldous Hualey Harper, $2.50 
Reviewed by G. J. Gustafson, 
S.S., Ph.D., editor ‘‘The Priest’’ 
magazine. 
Herein portrayed is the last act of 
the tragi-comedy we know of as ‘‘Our 
Times,’’ when the ape always threat- 
ening us becomes uppermost. Intellect 
is captive; Einsteins on leashes serve 
opposing armies in the field; Louis 
Pasteurs are mascots to technicians 
who spray abroad the noxious fumes 
of Super-Tularemia, and Improved 
Glanders, ‘‘ Ends are ape-chosen ; only 
the means are man’s.’’ It is Arma- 
geddon. 


The atomic bomb and biological 
warfare wipe out most of the West 


- with its pretensions to civilization. 


No one will care much. Nor will one 
care much for the succeeding age set 
down in the wreck of what was once 
Hollywood, a world peopled now by 
men who serve Belial, a world 
strange, new, but no longer brave, 
wherein victims of gamma ray tctra- 
ploidy who tend in rut to conceive 
like monsters, eke out a mutilated 
existence on scraps they salvage from 
times past. 

Existence is cruel, nasty ; the sound 
of the lash is heard, the screams of 
little hare-lipped idiots and the wail- 


ings of mothers. It is all horribly dul 
and meaningless totalitarianism, with- 
out incentives, without _ initiative, 
without personality. It is all thes 
things not because it is built on ruin 
but chiefly (if we guess the author’ 
meaning) because there is no love it 
it. 
Technology Satirized 

One might urge, indeed, in a gel 
eral way that it ts quite easy to se 
what Huzley stands against, wi 
quite so easy to know what he stands 
for—on the proviso that Ape and Es 
sence stands for anything. National 
ism and the myth of Progress at 
mercilessly exposed. Step by ste 
Huxley depicts the path Belial tr 
to victory: how easily he got the 
Pope ignored ; how subtly he insint 
ated himself into the hearts of me 
... ‘Old man Hitler was a pretly 
good specimen of a demoniae,”’ gloats 
the chief priest. And, with regard 1 
Roosevelt, ‘‘Do you recall the phrat 
he kept repeating through the whol 
of the second World War? ‘Uneot 
ditional surrender.’ Plenary inspire 
tion—that’s what that was. Dire 
and plenary inspiration. . .”’ 

At one point the Narrator, Hw 
ley’s voice, proclaims, 
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As for Hope— 
Bless your little heart, there is 
no hope. 

later, however, he seems to transcend 
this state of pessimism: ‘* Love, Joy 
and Peace,’” he writes, ‘‘these are the 
fruits of the spirit that is your es- 
gnee. . .. He lets the pallid hero, 
the botanist Dr. Poole, proclaim, un- 
der the stimulation of sudden new- 
found passion, ‘‘ Whenever evil is car- 
ried to the limit, it always destroys 
itself. After whieh the order of 
things comes to the surface again. 
There seems then to be hope for 
the pure in heart; Ape and Essence 
perhaps repeats in novel -form the 
lessons Of Huxley’s earlier The Per- 
enmial Philosophy. Whether there is 
in addition a note of Quietism sug- 
sted in the seathing passage on 
“Progress’’ it is not so easy to say. 
In any case, it does not want for 
brilliance, for insight, for invective 
sharp, sustained. The puzzles only 
make it piquant. 





Liberal Bigot 


So Far, So Good 


Morris Ernst Harper, $3.00 


Reviewed by William C. Smith, 
radio director, National Cowuneil 
of Catholic men; director of work 

of the NODL. 

In his new book, the second in his 
autobiographical narrative, Mr. Mor- 
ts Ernst, the noted New York 
lawyer, says that one of his friends 
hs deseribed him as a ‘‘liberal 
bigot.” Mr, Ernst’s friend was not 
kidding. The author is indeed a 
‘liberal’? in the sense that so many 
moderns like to use the term. This 
means, among other things, that Mr. 
imst is against anything smacking 
if censorship, and is in favor of a 
wider dissemination of knowledge 
about birth-control techniques. 

He is a bigot in the sense that his 
lieralism leads him to equate joining 
the Catholie Chureh with joining the 
‘‘mmunist or nazi parties. 


Of course we are all in favor of 
freedom of speech and of exchange of 
ideas, but I am afraid in some of his 
itherwise sound speculations he fails 
t0 make a distinction between liberty 
ind license. He seems also to be com- 
witted to the old fallacy that mere 

Wledge will make men free. 

PS. His wife’s name is Maggie, in 


+ a are still interested in the 
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DAN HERR 
Vice-President 





Books On Trial is very happy to 
announce that Dan Herr, former 
free-lance writer for national maga- 
zines, including The Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, Life and Coronet, has been 
elected Vice-president of the Thomas 
More organization. 

‘The Thomas More’’ was es‘ab- 
lished by John C. Tully ten years ago 
as a non-profit organization to pro- 
mote wider distribution of Catholic 
books and to combat the vicious ef- 
feets of modern literature. A pioneer 
in the field, its activities have ex- 
panded to comprise the Thomas More 
Book Club, the Thomas More Book 
column, which appears in more than 
40 Catholie newspapers, Books On 
Trial, and the Thomas More Book 
Shop. Mr. Herr will serve as the man- 
ager of The Thomas More and ad- 
ministrative assistant to Mr. Tully. 

A graduate of Fordham University, 
Mr. Herr studied at New York, Me- 
Gill and Columbia Universities. Be- 
fore the war he was a reporter on the 
New York Daly News. He enlisted 
in the Army in 1940; was commis- 
sioned a second lieutenant in New 
Guinea in 1942 and rose to the rank 
of Major before his discharge in 1945. 
During most of his five years’ service 
he served as Aide to Major General 
E. F. Harding, Commander of the 
32nd Division, the Panama Mobile 
Force and the Antilles Department. 
Mr. Herr’s other assignments in- 
eluded service with the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Public Relations and Radio 
Officer for the’ Antilles Department, 
and Assistant to, the editor of The 
Infantry Journal (publishers and 
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book-sellers). He was wounded in the 
Buna campaign in 1942 and was 
awarded the Silver Star. 

In addition to numerous magazine 
articles and book reviews he has writ- 
ten a series of orientation talks pub- 
lished by the Army for all members 
of the Armed Forces. 

He is co-author of Geographic 
Foundations of National Power. 

In joining forees with us, Mr. 
Herr was influenced by his belief in 
the importance of our work and his 
desire to help the Thomas More or- 
ganization achieve its objective of 
making Catholie reading a vital force 
in America. 

At present busily occupied in re- 
vamping and strengthening several de- 
partments of The Thomas More Book 
Shop, we trust that before loong he 
will find time to contribute to Books 
On TRIAL. 

The Saturday Evening Post of No- 
vember 27th will earry one of the last 
articles he wrote for that journal be- 
fore eoming to Chicago — where 
through the help of St. Anthony and 
a lot of leg work he has just located a 
furnished apartment. 

Dan’s brother, Father Edward 
Herr, St. John’s Chureh Delphos, 
Ohio was one of our earliest sub- 
seribers. 





One More Story 


By way of Father Bonaventure 
Sehwinn, O.S.B., BOT contributor 
and editor of the new Benedictine 
Studies, we have the following by 
Father Matthew Hoehn, 0.S.B., whose 
recent compendium, Catholic Authors, 
has enjoyed great success. 

When the cause of St. Thomas 
More’s canonization was being dis- 
eussed in Rome, the advocatus diaboli 
said, ‘‘Too many Englishmen are be- 
ing canonized. There have been a lot 
of them lately.’’ 

‘“‘True,’? replied the promotor 
causae, ‘‘there have been a good many. 
But we can always stand MORE.”’ 

(Although St. Thomas More was 
beheaded in 1535 we have frequent 
callers at our book shop who remark, 
“‘T used to know Mr. More when he 
was in charge here.—Ed.) 





Robert M. McBride & Company has 
filed a voluntary petition to reorgan- 
ize under The Chandler Act. News- 
paper reports show $96,119 in ac- 
counts receivable listed as ‘‘ presently 
uneollectible’’. 
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Of the People, By the People, For the People 


The Mass in Slow Motion 
Ronald Knox 8S & W, $2.50 


The Mass of the Future 

Gerald Ellard, 8. J. Bruce, $4.00 

Reviewed by Caroline Holland. 
More about the Mass? Yes, two valu- 
able books about the inexhaustible 
subject. One is deceptively casual and 
leisurely; the other is scholarly and 
serious. 

Msgr. Knox modestly states in his 
Introduction that he knows nothing 
about the liturgy. Msgr. Knox knows 
a great deal about the liturgy and it 
is obvious that knowledge formed the 
background of these talks. He an- 
alyzes what he calls the ‘‘inwardness’’ 
of one priest’s Mass — his own. Orig- 
inally he did so for a group of school- 
girls evacuated to the English coun- 
tryside during the last war. The 
spontaneous quality of the spoken 
word is preserved as well as the un- 
failing ease and charm of Msgr. 
Knox’s style. 

The Mass is discussed, step by step, 
as a co-offering of priest and people, 
a sacrifice in which the priesthood of 
the laity is exercised. It is regarded 
as the integrating force of Christian 
life, so closely linked with every ac- 
tion and thought of the day that those 
actions and thoughts are carried into 
the Mass, not as distractions, but as 
part of the offering of the whole 
man. 

The Mass in Slow Motion is the 
type of book with which one might 
relax in an armchair and read at ease 
over several evenings, only to realize 
later the book had added reverence 
and depth to one’s own participation 
in the Mass. 

Quotes Msgr. Knox 

In The Mass of the Future the 
approach is avowedly liturgical. The 
inclusion in Chapter 30 of a lengthy 
auotation from The Mass in Slow 
Motion eoncerning the Offertory, re- 
futes Msgr. Knox’s modest claim to 
be no liturgist. The passage quoted 
shows that the offering of bread and 
wine by the priest is not his alone 
but the people’s as well. an offering 
made by the priest and the people. 
There is the central theme of this 
work: The Mass as a sacrifice offered 
by the entire Church. 

Father Ellard’s concern is to de- 
scribe the Mass of the nast, of the 
early ages of faith, in which the par- 
ticipation of the people was marked 
by a living realization that the Mass 
was theirs to offer; that they exer- 


cised the priesthood of the laity con- 
ferred on them in Baptism, with the 
power of consecration reserved to 
the ordained priest. When the Mass 
of the past has been described through 
the period of the glowing Middle Ages 
and carried into the growing dark- 
ness of the Reformation, the laity is 
seen as growing inereasingly passive. 
And as passivity increased, faith 
decreased. 

Next, the author describes the 
Mass of today. This is not a descrip- 
tion of varying rites but an indict- 
ment of what must be acknowledged 
as defects in our ordinary method of 
assisting at Mass. We ‘‘hear’’ Mass, 
when we should ‘‘offer’’ Mass. The 
inertia of so many congregations and 
their obvious failure to appreciate 
that the Mass is the center of our life, 
that Mass and Holy Communion are 
a communal sacrifice meant to bind 
all men together in a charity to be 
manifested in social and economic 
life, are the main points of the in- 
dictment. It is an indictment with- 
out bitterness. A mere recital of the 
facts is sufficient. 


Embodies “Mediator Dei” 
Remedies are proposed, some of 
which are now in use in various parts 





December-January, 1948.49 


of the Catholic world. Mediator pg 
appeared in time to be incorporated jy 
part. The Encyclical containg th 
answer to the doctrinal and practic) 
problems outlined. 

Next, the probable future is sket¢h. 
ed, but in the present tense, x 
though the hopes had become reali. 
ties. It is a picture to quicken the 
pulse and to make one hope the fy. 
ture may soon be the present. 


In the Foreword, Father Elland 
remarks he is essaying ‘‘to lay be 
fore our fellow priests the pages that 
follow.’’ Even though he intended ty 
write for them, what he offers ig for 
all, priests and people. There is 
among some of the laity an intense, 
if inarticulate, desire to know the 
Mass more intimately, to share in it 
more fully. In large congregations 
it is true, a combination of haste and 
apathy may seem to rule. But under 
that is hunger that is manifested a 
soon as even a layman offers a simpk 
course on the Mass or instruction 
the use of a Missal. 

It is to be hoped that this scholarly 
book will reach not only priests bu 
also a large number of the mute in 
the pews who desire to regain the 
active role of their early fellow 
Christians. 





This Jesus Is Man Only 


Bold Galilean 
LeGette Blythe U of NC, $3.50 


Reviewed by Demetrius Man- 

ousos, O.F.M. Cap. 
It was after the miracle of the loaves 
and fishes. Christ made His way 
down to the shore. The apostles were 
far out on the sea of Galilee and a 
storm was coming up. Mr. Blythe 
builds up the description wonderfully 
as Christ prepared to go out across 
the rough water to the boat He could 
not even see. The reader waits expec- 
tantly for Christ’s first step on the 
rough water. Then the author tells 
us, ‘‘Jesus bowed his head, dived into 
the cold waters .. . swam with sure, 
steady, powerful strokes forward into 
the darkness.”’ : 

There are many other examples of 
Mr. Blythe’s arbitrary unconcern 
with the inspired historicity of the 
gospels. At the Last Supper Christ 
says, ‘‘Take this bread and eat it as 
a remembrance of me. . . It represents 
my body that shall be broken for 
you.’’ 

The biblical novelist ean and should 
paraphrase and modernize the sacred 


text, but he has no right artistically 
or morally to change its evident sense. 
Why Mr. Blythe does so is puzzling. 
Perhaps he tried to get all shades of 
belief safely in under the line. He 
hints that Christ may be truly Gol 
and he describes several major mr 
acles as certainly supernatural. He 
makes the Resurrection the climax 0 
his story. 

Yet the Catholic reader will not be 
at home with Mr. Blythe’s Christ. 4 
Christ who prays for faith and seek 
to learn the will of the Father ol 
hardly be called Incarnate God. 


That his story of Christ is so fale 
(we may even say heretical) is tht 
doom of Mr. Blythe’s book. For whe! 
the portrayal of Christ is remove 
there is little left. Christ is the om 
character that the author reall 
worked on. The others are routilt 
equipment for biblical novels. 


Because of its distortion of tH 
gospel story and also because of a solr 
tary but extended lewd deseriptit! 
we recommend this book to no om 
For the real story of Christ read th 
Bible; for a better biblical novel 
Behold Your King. 


—Ssecy rr 








December-January, 1948-49 






fualuates Protestant Thinker 


Catholic Faith and 
Modern Theologies: 


The Theology of Emil Brunner 
John W. Moran, S.J. Heffernan, $2.00 


Reviewed by Rev. J. Ryan Beiser, 

Ph.D., professor of religion, The 

State University of Iowa. 
We are always grateful for a better 
wderstanding of our fellow-Chris- 
tians and would like to see more 
work by Catholic scholars in this 
field. Father Moran has given us a 
fine summary of Doctor Emil Brun- 
ner’s theological opinion on some of 
Christianity ’s traditional doctrines. 

It is difficult, however, to deter- 
mine for whom Father Moran intends 
his work. Two-thirds of the book is 
given over to straight Catholic 
apologetics which has been covered 
many times before and is hardly 
necessary for the type of Catholic 
who will read it. If he wishes to con- 
vinee Doctor Brunner or other Pro- 
testants, he makes the mistake of ap- 
paling to the Bible, which they in- 
sist upon interpreting individually. 

Father Moran would have done us 
a greater service had he continued 
the search and style of the first third 
of the book. If he is convinced of 
the absolute necessity of the apolo- 
ties he could have footnoted a 
ninimum of it. 































Pastorial Settin g 


For Discourse On Sex 


The Wild Country 

Louis Bromfield Harper, $2.50 

Reviewed by Mary L. Dunn. 

This is a study of the adolescent years 
ofa sensitive boy, but it is no novel 
fo put in the hands of an adolescent. 

In the beginning Ronnie is enjoying 
the peace and security of life on his 
grandfather’s stock farm in surround- 
ngs of great natural beauty, but now 
inhis 14th summer he longs to explore 
the wild country beyond the farm 
which he has never been allowed to 
titer. This wild, dark, exciting coun- 
tty symbolizies sex with its attrac- 
lions, its passion, a little of its beauty, 
ind much of its bestiality. 

This summer for the first time 
Ronnie feels fear and repulsion when 
the evil Wayne Torrance touches him. 
He finds out that his grandmother 

been living in Europe for 30 
years with a lover. He overhears 
Wayne and the profligate Red boast- 
ig in vulgar detail of their conquests. 
€ does see, too, the beauty of the 
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innocent Henry’s love for Vinnie, the 
prostitute he married, never suspect- 
ing the kind of woman she was. And 
he senses something fine about his 
grandfather’s devotion to the wife 
who deserted him for another. 

The beauties of the story are lost in 
the vast amount of evil, and the book 
is further vitiated by an attitude of 
downright behaviorism. Vinnie, Red, 
Wayne, grandmother — none of these 
could help themselves because ‘‘we’re 
all pretty helpless.’’ Hatred, avarice, 
greed are recognized as evil, but 
sexual immorality is not, exeept in 
Wayne’s case. Ronnie’s grandfather 
brought him up to have ‘‘no seruples 
of morality’’; he was ‘‘a deeply re- 
ligious man but his religion had noth- 
ing to do with priests or churches.’’ 

Did I say not fit for adolescents? 
Not fit for anyone! 


Transplanted Cid 


Way of a Gaucho 
Herbert Childs P-H, $3.00 


Reviewed by Philip H. Riley, 

Department of Spanish, Univer- 

sity of Notre Dame. 
Miguel de Unamuno was the first to 
point out the similarity between the 
Cid, epic hero of Spain, and the 
gaucho, source of a genre that ranks 
as South America’s great contribu- 
tion to the world of letters. 

Gaucho, a chameleon-like and un- 
translatable Spanish word, signifies a 
‘‘eowboy’’ of the pampas who ignores 
authority and even kills—as does the 
protagonist of this story on _ half- 
dozen occasions—because he feels that 
he is a law unto himself. Since eivili- 
zation cannot tolerate such arbitrary 
gauchesco standards, the conflict is 
inevitable. : 

The present novel essays this pop- 
ular theme. Goyo de San Martin, 
alias Poncho Colorado, alias Valverde, 
is born the gaucho perfecto during 
the latter decades of 19th C. North- 
ern Argentina. His rescue of little 
blond Manuela from wild Indians in- 
stitutes the love motif. The lovers sin, 
repent, meet again. After the death 
of their first-born they make their 
second attempt to be married within 
the Church, but an unworthy priest 
finds a means to prevent it... At the 
end of the narrative the little family 
is still un-united, because of Goyo’s 
banishment to a penal colony. 

The story has some weaknesses. 
Goyo ealls attention so often to his 
gaucho status that it becomes tire- 
some. And the incidents of the nar- 
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rative are so kaleidoscopic that the 
action appears scattering. But on the 
whole, Childs is a good narrator. 


The language is varied and appro- 
priate, the tutear or familiar form of 
address used by Goyo and his lady 
love, the literal rendering of Spanish 
idioms together with the arresting 
proverbs that smack of mother earth 
give the tale a quaint Hispaniolized 
flavor. 





United States 


Catholic Education 


The Christian Brothers in the 
United States, 1848-1948 


Bro. Angelus Gabriel, F.S.C. 
MeMullen, $8.50 


The College of Notre Dame of 
Maryland, 1895-1945 


Sister M. David Cameron, S.S.N.D. 
MeMullen, $3.00 


A New Assisi: The First Hundred 
Years of the Sisters of St. Francis 
of Assisi 


Sister M. Eunice Hanousek, 0.S.F. 
Bruce, $5.00 


Archivists and historians are begin- 
ning to catch up with American 
Catholic history, with a result in some 
very interesting reading for the laity, 
fresh and significant data for history 
Brothers in our country is probably 
one of the thickest books of the year 
—and one of the most useful of any 
year as a documentary on the Ameri- 
ean ecclesiastical history and Ameri- 
ean education, for this extremely vig- 
orous community has had dealings 
with practically every diocese and 
every bishop since 1848. The writing 
is fluent; the insights on times and 
people valuable; the industry of the 
author colossal. There is a section of 
rare engravings and photographs, a 
tremendous index. 


Sister M. David’s chronicle of the 
College of Notre Dame of Maryland, 
which was the first four-year liberal 
arts college for Catholic women, and 
in which the author is librarian, a 
translation, and writer-at-large (being 
a BOT reviewer among other things), 
has a three-way charm, yielded by, 
first, the story of Mother Caroline 
(whom we remember as heroine of 
Covelle Neweomb’s Running Waters) ; 
second, the numerous appearances of 
Cardinal Gibbons; and third, Sister 
David’s way with words. Besides, the 
work has somewhat to say on the mat- 
ter of higher education for women— 
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just in ease anyone should ever dare 
question its advisability. 

The Franciscan sisterhood cele- 
brated in Sister Eunice’s account owes 
its conception to a group of seven 
women and five men, who, as lay 
Franciscan tertiaries in a Bavarian 
village, banded together and came to 
Wisconsin in answer to Bishop Hen- 
ni’s appeal for help for his five-year- 
old diocese. 

After intense hardship, physical 
and spiritual, the community (reor- 
ganized to be strictly canonical and 
feminine) began to develop its ap- 
parent predilection for the difficult, 
unglamorous, unwanted jobs—for 
ministering to the orphans, to the 
mentally handicapped, to godless 
Chinese, to helpless males who happen 
to be cardinals, bishops, priests and 
seminarians. Especially interesting 
are the sideway-angles on the Salesia- 
num and its founding Fatuers, and on 
the origin of St. Coletta’s, first Cath- 
olic home for mentally defective chil- 
dren. 

A straightforward presentation that 
never flinches from unpleasantness 
nor puffs up at the more frequent 
chronicling of accomplishment. 

—M.E.E. 





Railroading Bygones 


Singing Rails 

Herbert L. Pease Crowell, $3.00 

Reviewed by Anthony Nadeau, 

O.P., son, grandson, and great- 

grandson of railroaders. 

Mr. Pease has written an interesting 
and readable book of personal experi- 
ences of a railroad man at the turn 
of the century, first as a telegrapher 
on the Alton railroad, and later as a 
traveling passenger agent for the 
Wabash. 

Life at the beginning of the 20th 
century was simple; modern inven- 
tions had yet to appear. Railroads 
were the one and only mode of travel 
for journeys of any distance. It was 
not unusual then that a young man 
should turn his attention to railroad- 
ing and choose it as his life work. 

The author has reproduced the life 
of the fast disappearing small-town 
railroad agent and telegrapher and 
of the almost completely forgotten 
life of the traveling passenger agent. 
He tells of day-in-day-out experiences 
that might have been any railroader’s 
at that time. His memories of life in 
the cities, towns, villages of that 
earlier generation, his description of 
railroad equipment and travel are 
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well worth reading. He has taken 
special pains to explain whatever 
strictly railroad terminology he has 
used so that the subject matter offers 
no difficulties to the uninitiated. 

Singing Rails will certainly interest 
all railroaders, especially the ‘‘old 
timers,’’ and should interest many 
others. 





Peace Without 


Moral Sanctions 
Everyman Looks Forward 
L. L. Whyte Holt, $2.00 


Survival Or Suicide 
ed. Harry H. Moore Harper, $2.00 


Reviewed by Dr. John J. O’Con- 

nor, Georgetown University. 

If there is to be .a tolerable world 
order within the next 20 years, and 
not another war, what conditions 
must be satisfied and how should we 
move toward them? 

This is a sensible question. In an- 
swering it, however, Mr. Whyte is 
guilty of the not very bright remark 
that ‘‘no religious vision hallowed 
with the myth of divinity can meet 
the need of contemporary man.’’ He 
believes that the establishment of a 
tolerable world order depends on the 
growth everywhere of a consensus of 
conviction that man has now the op- 
portunity of transforming Western 
civilization into a world order based 
on the progressive conquest of fear. 

Mr. Whyte’s explanation of how 
the moral problem of aggression can 
be solved, without recourse to moral 
principles, is not convincing. Con- 
temporary man cannot save himself 
by merely tugging at his own boot- 
straps. 

The aim of Mr. Moore’s very read- 
able anthology is to explain briefly 
the nature of the crisis brought about 
by the discovery of atomic energy, 
and to describe the momentous al- 
ternatives mankind now faces—a 
united, peaceful world achieved by 
the development of a strong interna- 
tional organization, or a third world 
war and the probable decay of West- 
ern civilization. 

Once again the issue is clearly 
stated. But the closest Mr. Moore and 
his co-authors come to the idea of the 
necessity of a profound Christian re- 
newal of the entire social order is a 
strong indorsement of a policy of 
world-wide friendliness in which all 
can play a part in averting catas- 
trophe. This is another variation on 
the theme that we can save ourselves 
without Christ. 
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Tragedy of Negro i 


m 
GI In Germany th 
Walk in Darkness Mf 

Hans Habe Putnam, $3.) t 


Reviewed by Rev. Leo 4 

Pursley. 
Washington Roach, chief character jy 
this novel, is a young Negro wh | 
lives in Harlem back of his father, 7 
undertaking parlor. Bored with hi he 
narrow life and bitter over his ragi| 
handicaps, he enlists in the army anj 





is sent overseas. Marriage with , f 
German girl who bears him a chili D 
then refuses to acknowledge it, ani ( 
later turns him in to the militay 
police, sets off a rapid sequence of a 
tragic events of the kind to be found (] 
in a dozen recent novels concerns § ;, 
with racial tensions and conflicts. - 
In this case the confusions createl é 
by war lend their own complication § 
to sharpen the edges of a ‘‘normally’§ ji, 
thorny problem. Roach goes fron ale 
black marketeering to outright rob “ 
bery to desertion to murder, a coure§ j¢ 





that culminates quickly in cout 
martial and the firing squad. 

Through all this he is befriendel 
by a Jewish girl who cares for hi 
baby and by a Catholic army chap 
lain who stands by him to the end 
But he remaing fiercely resentful of 
the injustices that have conspired 
against him. Only in the last hor 
does he soften under the kindly i 
fluence of Father Durant. 

‘‘Hate,”’ the priest tells him, “i 
a walk in the dark. The light wi 
break through when we stop hatim 
one another.’’ 

To read this book is to take a wal 
in the dark, into the very darkes 
places of the human heart. It is] 
think, an honest effort to deal realis 
tically with a very real and erneil 
problem of our time. The _ subjet! 
matter, together with a sprinkling @ 
obscenity and profanity, makes th 
story totally unfit for immatur 
readers. The author could have spar 
ed us one or two scenes of gross It 
morality without disturbing the unit} 
or weakening the force of his work 

































Propaganda Disguised 
As Early Christian Epi 


Blood cf the Martyrs 
Naomi Mitchison Whittlesey, ## 
Reviewed by Richard Butler, OP. 
Like Sienkiewiez’s Quo 

Blood of the Martyrs is a lengths } 
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historical fiction about the Christian 
martyrs of Rome under Nero. There 
the similarity ends. Blood of the 
Martyrs is neither good fiction nor 
true history. 

Miss Mitchison’s writing is not 
merely mediocre; it is often crude. 
Yet her stylistic deficiency is insigni- 
fieant beside her wholesale corruption 
of the truths of faith and history. 
This is @ profane and blasphemous 
hook, Her perverted picture of primi- 
tive Christianity apparently is the 
approved liberal Protestant version, 
for her book is highly commended by 
Dr. Daniel Poling, editor of the 
Christian Herald. | 

Her Christian martyrs, following 
an anemic and corrupted form of 
Christian faith, emerge as religious 
fanatics unworthy of sympathy or 
wderstanding from any sound read- 
e, Their ‘‘faith’’ is unconvincing, 
ufounded, vague and purely emo- 
tinal. Largely composed of abused 
saves, they envision a temporal and 
communistie utopia as the ‘‘kingdom 
of God.”’ 

Their ‘‘sacraments’’ are pernicious 
perversions. The ceremony of ‘‘break- 
ing bread’’ resembles the hokum of 
a Holy Roller meeting. With their 
own deacons and deaconesses, they 
jie at notions of authoritative teach- 
ings, Sacrifice and a priesthood. They 
are even immoral for convenience or 
for ‘‘eharity’s’’ sake. For the intelli- 
gnt reader, their martyrdom can 
have no meaning or motivation. 

This book deserves our condemna- 
tin; the author, publisher and, Dr. 
Poling our prayers. 

(Note: Shortly after receipt of this 
review, Orville Prescott stated in his 
New York Times review that Mrs. 
Mitchison is ‘‘the sister of J. B. 8. 
Haldane, a distinguished biologist 
who is also a Communist, and the 
wife of a Labor party politician. . . 
Urs, Mitchison, whether deliberately 
not, has given the Christian 
martyrs of ancient Rome a noticeable 
resemblance to an idealized and purt- 
fied version of the British Labor 
party. . .”? The book was published 
une years ago in England during the 
zi “abominations.’? — Ed.) 


ee 


Overburdened B yy History 


Sint Elizabeth 

Anne Seesholta Phil. Lib., $2.75 
Reviewed by Gloria Tanasso. 

¢ title of this small book is mis- 
ing, for one might think it only 
aphy. On the contrary, it is 





























































BOOKS ON TRIAL 


more a summation of the intricate po- 
litical history of Hungary and Ger- 
many and the Papacy in the early 
part of the 13th century, through 
which Saint Elizabeth wanders as a 
shadowy figure at best. And it seems 
that in her attempt to humanize the 
saint, Miss Seesholtz has all but 
smothered her sanctity. 

Born in Hungary in 1207, Princess 
Elizabeth is betrothed to the heir of 
the Landgrave of Thuringia and 
Hesse in Germany, and at the age of 
four is sent to live with her future 
husband’s family with whom she is 
to be brought up. Later, her intended 
husband dies before the marriage, 
and she is married instead to his 
brother, Ludwig. On a Crusade, after 
some happy years, Ludwig dies and 
Elizabeth is left a widow with three 
small children. 

Losing her castle to her unscrupu- 
lous brother-in-law, she lives in pov- 
erty, doing good to the poor and sick 
until she herself passes away at the 
age of 25. These facts, unfortunately, 
are just so many slim threads woven 
in this medieval tapestry by the au- 
thor, and the tracing of the saint’s 
growth in sanctity must have been 
the stitches that she dropped. 

The style is often awkward, and 
the book emerges only as a confusing 
conglomeration of historical facts, ir- 
relevant details, and often unreliable 
quotations. The upshot of it all seems 
to be that the Church canonizes 
saints for their humanitarianism. 





Fr. Doyle Finds Convert 
Story Trifle Dull 


Late Have I Loved Thee 
Ethel Mannin Putnam, $3.00 
Reviewed by Louis F. Doyle, 8.J., 
St. Lows University. 

A competently written novel that was 


_ hardly worth writing. Nothing has 


become duller than the story of the 
conversion of an Englishman unless 
it is one about writers and painters — 
and this is both. Both have become 
patterned. At page 50, I could have 
synopsized the rest, though the details 
and minor complications were well 
worked out. 

There is, however, some good, firm 
character drawing, mostly of people 
too dull for the interest of anyone 
except their Maker. The one failure 
is Francis Sable, the hero. He is an 
Aldous Huxley for the first half, a 
workaday Jesuit ascetic the second 
half: a: centaur if there ever was one. 
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This famous novelist is converted by 
the death of his little sister, a likewise- 
famous painter for whose death he is 
responsible; and by the writings of 
St. Augustine, as the title fore- 
shadows. Francis fulfills Hume’s 
concept of a miracle: a thing that 
never happened. But, after all, fiction 
is the proper place for such creations. 

Finest thing in the book is the eon- 
trast of Anna Kallinova, the old 
wreck who starves for what she knows 
to be sound art, and the successful 
Sue Lester, wrose quick-blooming tal- 
ent conceals from her the truth about 
art. Incidentally, Miss Mannin dis- 
plays, unobtrusively, a great deal of 
intimate knowledge of mountain- 
climbing, and there is a very apt 
analogy between that and the pursuit 
of art. 

This novel by a skilled writer 
should prove diverting to anyone who 
hasn’t read too many of the same 
type. 


THE KINSEY REPORT 


Says J. Donald Adams, literary 
editor of The New York Times, with 
reference to Sexual Behavior in the 
Human Male: 

‘‘The opinion poll — one of the 
smartest conjuring stunts the Devil 
has thought up since he started in 
business — tells us what we think 
even before we have made up our 
minds. It is only one phase of our 
favorite sport of frightening one an- 
other with statistics, which are the 
most grotesque false faces made in 
our time. If ever we take to wor- 
shipping brazen images, ours will be 
a monstrous neon numeral set up in 
Times Square and its country-wide 
equivalents. . . 

‘‘A statistician’s handful of in- 
cipient exhibitionists and confession- 
starved individuals submits to detail- 
ed questioning on its sex habits, and 
the published results are received like 
a carved tablet from Sinai.’’ 








THE NATION 


The infamous Nation articles at- 
tacking the Church will be published 
this spring. We hope that Catholics 
will have enough sense not to rush 
out and buy a copy — and help fill 
Mr. Blanshard’s pockets — just so 
they will be able to say they have 
read it. Too many of us are guilty 
of this very practice and as a result, 
magazines and publishing houses 
count on a big sale among Catholics 
when they publish an attack on the 
Chureh or the clergy. 
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BOOK CLUB PAGE 


No one knows how many book 
clubs there are, but the number of 
members runs far into the millions. 
One publisher alone, Doubleday, al- 
ready has nine clubs in operation, a 
tenth is scheduled for January; and 
plans are being tested out for No. 11, 
to handle 49c titles. As in other 
fields, big business marches on. 

In point of size, the Book-of-the- 
Month Club led the field before the 
war. During the paper shortage, the 
Literary Guild forged into the lead, 
reportedly because its owner, Double- 
day, a mammoth publisher, was able 
to supply the paper. 

Following the war, clubs multiplied 
rapidly — likewise their influence. It 
would be a safe bet that an inquiring 
reporter would find that the only 
current titles a great majority of the 
publie could name would be those 
thrust into prominence by book club 
publicity. 

Most of the books that reach best- 
sellerdom achieve that dubious emi- 
nence through having been chosen 
for distribution by one or another of 
the big clubs. Profit from sensation- 
ally-selling ‘‘leaders’’ provide for 
profligate advertising. Publicity 
creates the desire to read ‘‘what 
everyone’s reading,’’ and thus the 
standard is set for the great undis- 
eriminating majority of readers. 

Advertising not only sets the 
tempo, but sometimes the choice of 
titles as well. For example, when 
Sears Roebuck started their Peoples’ 
Book Club the Gallup pollsters were 
employed in selecting the titles. 
People were polled, and their sug- 
gestions became the ‘‘ peoples’ choice’’ 
— usually, we understand, some six 
months or more after the book was 
originally published. It would seem 
safe to assume that most of the voters 
had not read the book itself. 

Cleims for Attention 

The Book Find Club features as 
its specialty searching for books that 
did not ‘‘elick’’ when first publish- 
ed, and having them reprinted. The 
c'assices Club features real 
classics reprinted in modern bind- 
ings; while another club puts four 
novels together in one binding to re- 
duce the cost. Since we have never 
seen a title on their list that we had 
ever heard of, we won’t bother nam- 
ing them. 

Good, bad and indifferent, there 
ure clubs for every taste, and for al- 


most every pocketbook. Many of the 
more lurid ads in themselves tell 
enough about the character of the 
books to satisfy any intelligent reader, 
but some of the ads are not so easy 
to fathom. Consequently, there are 
many questions, mostly from those 
who are not members of clubs, and 
who think they might be missing 
something; or who, perhaps, have 
seen the books displayed prominently. 
The fast-selling titles in many stores 
got that way through book club 
sponsorship. 
Book Club Section 

To give our readers desired infor- 
mation more conveniently, we have 
brought together in this section com- 
ments on some widely advertised 
elubs and their recent offerings.* 
First to attract attention is 


THE FICTON BOOK CLUB 


Members must agree to buy six 
titles a year, at $1.39, plus shipping 
charges. Three titles are named, 
which are: 

Such As We, featuring Elaine, 
‘‘that amorous lynx’’ who ‘‘goes 
from man to man in her frenzied 
search for love. . .’’, ‘‘a 20th century 
composite of Searlet O’Hara, Amber 
and Duchess Hotspur.’’ 

Melissa, who ‘‘sold herself to the 
man she hated most’’ — by the author 
of This Side of Innocence, with its 
phony morals and implicit § anti- 
Catholicism. 

Bright Feather, story of ‘‘the bold, 
brazen Claire’’ with the scarlet past 
who betrayed her husband — ‘‘blaz- 
ing, lusty, gusty . . . smash-hit. . .’’ 

Believing that our readers are not 
interested, we will not include this 
club hereafter, 


PEOPLES BOOK CLUB 


The purchase of four books in a year 
is required, at $1.66, plus postage and 
handling. Owned by Sears, Roebuck 
& Co. 

Behold Your King, offered free in 
October Columbia ad, was published 
in 1945; although the author is not a 
Catholic, was praised by Catholic re- 
viewers, and was listed as offending 
no theological sense. (Books ON 
TRIAL, Oct., 1945). 

Another ad of this club in Our 
Sunday Visitor offers The Robe. Re- 
viewed in BOT, Dec., 1942, p. 9, this 
book by ex-Protestant minister Lloyd 
Douglas was the subject of contro- 
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versy, as being incomplete and unhis 
torical, and is regarded as restricte 
for Catholic reading wnder Canny 
Law. Chief objection is that th 
author has evaded admission of th 
divinity of Christ. 

After spending three quarters of , 
million dollars in preparation, RK0 
abandoned its plan to film this book 


THE CLASSICS CLUB 


Walter J. Black’s club specializg 
in buckram-bound classics at $2.8), 
plus mailing. The ad before me fe. 
tures Plato and Aristotle. 

Since the offerings are not ney 
publications, members need not con. 
tract to buy any specified number of 
books. 

LITERARY GUILD 

Probably the largest in point of 
membership, this club prints its om 
special editions. Its October sele. 
tion, The Burnished Blade, headline 
in The Register as ‘‘ridiculous”’, is 
another of those rather hackney 
and slick costume pieces featuring : 
dashing 15th century youth wh 
went to Paris at 20, and ineluding 
passages generally regarded as sug. 
gestive or obscene. BOT (p. 130, Oet, 
1948) is more clement, calls atten. 
tion to ‘‘a few sexy passages,’’ rid: 
cules the ‘‘lame’’ ending, whid 
‘“‘eovers literary clumsiness with 4 
thin veil of sophistication.’’ Ameria 
pronounces it ‘‘far superior to many 
of the choices the Guild has made thi 
year or, for that matter, in many: 
year.’’ 

November selection, 1 Capture th 
Castle, is ‘‘amoral’’ in tone, and it 
characters have ‘‘a pathetic sent: 
mental concept of religion’’, accort 
ing to the Catholic Review Servic; 
requires of the reader a_ strom 
Catholie philosophy of life to counter 
balance. 
BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 


Gives the illusion of catering # 
more sophisticated literary tastes tha 
its competitor, Literary Guild, am 
unlike that club, serves up non-fictia 
as well as fiction. Quality is extrem? 
ly uneven: ranges from degeneratt 
Wayward Bus to The Heart of th 
Matter. 

November dual selections at 
Somerset Maugham’s malicious Catt 
lina and Thomas Mann’s learned, di 
ficult, Doctor Faustus, both of whit 
are noticed in this issue of BO! 
Betty Smith’s Tomorrow Will bi 
Better (BOT, p. 88, Sept., 19M) 
emphasizes economic environment # 
the extreme that it cancels out fr 
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dom of will, and is besides a literary 


led wash-out. 
































































n October selection, Esther Forbes’ 
th B The Running of the Tide, exposes 
th B samy side of life on the homefront 

during Salem’s shipping days, seem- 
fa ingly on the assumption that fornica- 

KO ® tion and adultery were the regular 

0k. & thing then, and the only thing readers 

ask of their novelists. 

; December selection, Eisenhower’s 

us EB (rysade in Europe, will appeal to 

- the military-minded. 

st Malicious Parody 

rof— Catalina 

W. Somerset Maugham Doubleday, $3.00 
Reviewed by Rev. Nelson W. 
Logal. 

t af Don’t envy book reviewers! From 
- time to time, they are forced to wade 

‘ad through tripe as thick as Maugham ’s 

» . © Catalina. When I finished the last 
»* BF shoddy page, I fired the volume into 

eyed the garbage pail. The waste basket, 

> I decided, was too dignified a place 

i for it. If it now adorns some garb- 

1% ® age heap, it has found its merited 
4 habitat. ; 

‘i. The story is filled with cheap, mean, 
i pale blasphemy, making a futile pre- 
id tense to satire. It is written in the 

oh South Wind tradition, and may, 

ith | therefore, earn the giggling plaudits 

— of bigots. A summary of the story, 

tit which uses an apparition of the 

anys Blessed Mother as its butt, would be 
ridiculous waste of time. 

he Maugham was never a good novel- 

ai ist. Some called him a good tech- 

7 é uician. This latest novel reveals him 
wr in his true stature: a tired, ennervat- 

cB, decadent old man. . . Musty 

he smells fill the book with a literary 

ny tench, equalled only by its odor of 

uni" | triviality. Maugham’s corn is indeed 
green, 

UB 

ing “FAMILY READING CLUB 

s tht fF Another of the Doubleday family, 

1, all this club has attracted attention of 

fictio! § our readers through recent large ads 

‘trem’ @ i numerous Catholic magazines and 

neratt B® newspapers. 

of ¥ i Usually a book by a Catholic 

author is coupled with one or more 

s a8 secular titles, some of which have 

s Calt n, in our opinion, offensive and 

ed, dit objectionable. (BOT, p. 44, July, 

+ whit 1948 ; p, 293 £., April, 1947). 

Bol A page ad in Extension (Novem- 

ill Be) offers Within the Harbor, by 
1948) ta Ware Bassett, as a free member- 

nent “Bthip book, and Mademoiselle Laval- 





re, by Father Murphy, as a bonus 
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(BOT, p. 56, July, 1948). Page ads 
in other magazines feature Theodore 
Maynard’s Richest of the Poor (BOT, 
p. 59, July, 1948), and Elizabeth 
Goudge’s Pilgrim’s Inn (BOT, p. 9, 
May, 1948), both of which are satis- 
factory morally. 

January selection will be Ptoneer 
Preacher, by Opal Berryman, portrait 
of a frontier evangelist recommended 
in a publication of the Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

Caution for Readers 

There are several points about 
secular book clubs which should be 
noted by all those concerned about 
what comes into their homes or 
libraries. 

Book club selections in general are 
not returnable. The advance descrip- 
tions are supposed to be sufficient to 
enable members to determine whether 
they want any particular title. But 
even though the member does not 
have to take every book offered, that 
doesn’t help him very much on the 
book he does accept. 

Also, members must agree to buy a 
certain number of books in a year — 
usually four, which meets legal re- 
quirements. But, since the member 
does not know what kind of books are 
coming in the future, he must exer- 
cise caution, or he may be led to ac- 
cept objectionable books in order to 
fulfill his contract. 

The matter of ‘‘free’’ dividends is 
similar. . . In order to qualify for a 
‘free’? book, a member may be 
tempted in the same way. 

Incidentally, court hearings have 
been temporarily postponed on the 
complaint of the Federal Trade Com- 
mission against B-O-T-M Club and 
other clubs’ using’ the dividend plan, 
the complaint having alleged that the 
term ‘‘free’’ is deceptive and mis- 
leading when coupled with the re- 
quirement that other books must be 
purchased. Good old Uncle is quite 
solicitous at times. . . 





CATHOLIC LITERARY 
FOUNDATION 


The City and the Cathedral 
Robert Gordon Anderson L G, $3.50 
Reviewed by Julius Frasch Har- 
mon, 
Mr. Anderson has written a book that 
the future may well rank at least 
among the lesser classics of our 
tongue. As a stylist he compels ad- 
miration, in the organization of his 
material he reveals himself as a mas- 
ter of clarity and unity, in the depth 
of an -unencumbering learning he 
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shows himself possessed of a mind 
fully the lord and never the slave of 
its own profundity, and in the calm 
poise of his outlook he is able to look 
at man and his achievements and 
failures with a never impassioned but 
always loving sympathy. 

His theme is Paris and Notre Dame 
in the reign of St. Louis. Deeply 
versed in history, he does not ap- 
proach them as an historian; while 
telling much of their antiquities he 
does not approach them as an anti- 
quarian. Great historical figures ap- 
pear in his pages, but he leaves their 
biographies to others and goes on to 
the artistically higher achievement of 
painting their portraits in prose. 

No, what Mr. Anderson has 
achieved is something more. He has 
shown faith, hope, and charity at 
work in persons and in a time and 
in a place. Under the strokes of his 
pen one sees the Holy Ghost at work 
through His works. . . One sees a 
great culture animated by many 
things, played upon by many influ- 
ences, and performing many tasks. 
Yet above the diversity of many there 
is a unity of all. It is a unity that 
binds the philosopher and the king, 
the theologian and the humble serub- 
woman, the needy wandering acrobat 
and the secure merchant of great af- 
fairs, and makes their efforts harmon- 
ize, despite tugging and pulling, 
into one great result—a Christian if 
imperfect society on earth which is 
also one with a Communion of Saints 
in Heaven. 

Mr. Anderson’s sermon is in his 
description, his apology in the ring 
of candor and truth which always 
accompanies the harmony of his styl- 
istic achievement. And his explana- 
tion is in convineing the reader that 
he has truly portrayed that for which 
nature alone could never have pro- 
vided a model. 





BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
Doctor Faustus: The Life of the 
German Composer Adrian 
Leverkuhn as Told by a Friend 

Thomas Mann Knopf, $3.50 

Reviewed by Daniel T. Mitchell. 
The Faustus theme is a perennial 
one, and every age must have its dis- 
contented genius who makes his bar- 
gain with Satan. Thomas Mann here 
gives us as the modern Faustus the 
mythical German composer Adrian 
Leverkuhn, who sells himself to the 
Devil for twenty-four years of musi- 
eal genius. 

What distinguishes Mann’s treat- 
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ment is not the mere placing of the 
story in a modern setting. He goes 
far beyond this by showing how the 
modern temper produced this strange 
genius, and even attempts to account 
for the modern temper. The novel 
thus comes to have a social and phil- 
osophical significance. 

Mann begins with the conception 
that the modern age has evolved out 
of the Middle Ages. St. Thomas 
Aquinas and Dr. Faustus represent, 
so to speak, the obverse and reverse 
of the medieval medallion. They are 
the two temperaments of mankind. 
Those who follow St. Thomas work 
out their salvation in order, meta- 
physics, and theology. Others are 
earthbound and interested in mere 
things; they find satisfaction only in 
the fantastic. It is these latter about 
whom Mann writes. 

Adrian Leverkuhn deserted the- 
ology for music. Mann very carefully 
shows how this genius first conceived 
of music as actuality, became convine- 
ed that music and speech are at bot- 
tom one, and finally was obsessed 
with the ambition to express in music 
the ideas of the great literatures. He 
succeeded, but at the price of a bar- 
gain with the Devil, who is repre- 
sented in part by a titillating but also 
deteriorating disease. 

Mann tells the story exceedingly 
well by projecting it in the form of 
the life-story of the composer as told 
by his friend, the serious, scholarly 
Catholic, Serenus Zeitblom. The nar- 
rator acts as a sort of chorus always 
reminding us of the spiritual life 
against which the musician turned. 
What would have been a sensational 
story is thus given depth by the con- 
trast of the two personalities and the 
opportunity for a careful prepara- 
tion of the events and ideas leading 
up to the climax. The final abduc- 
tion scene is described with spiritual- 
ity and compassion. 

The novel is loaded with signifi- 
cance and symbolism. We gain the 
impression that Adrian’s conception 
of music as reality has its counter- 
part in the modern deification of 
science. Durer’s allegorical Melan- 
colia is always in the background as 
a warning that curiosity, the obses- 
sion with mere things and techniques, 
the shortsighted overlooking of final- 
ity, has sadness and spiritual frustra- 
tion as its sanction. 

Doctor Faustus is provocative, but 
it stops short of being consoling. 

* For mention of other book club 


selections, turn to Excerpt Section. 
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Philosophic Analysis of Current Errors | 


The Philosophy of Religion 
Fulton J. Sheen A-C-C, $5.00 


Reviewed by John A. O’Brien, 
Ph.D., professor of philosophy of 
religion, the University of Notre 
Dame. 


This is a scholarly and somewhat 
technical discussion of the relation- 
ship between reason and religion. The 
author is disturbed—and rightly so— 
by the many forms of flabby and ir- 
rational thinking that menace reason 
today. He seeks to track them to 
their lairs and to show the circum- 
stances that brought them into being. 
In general, it represents a valiant and 
systematic effort to apply the great 
principles of philosophy developed by 
St. Thomas Aquinas to contemporary 
thought. 

The first part undertakes to show 
how philosophy broke away from the 
great traditions that respected rea- 
son as the revealer and interpreter of 
purpose, and yielded to lyricism, thus 
causing philosophy to dance to the 
tune piped for it by the spirit of the 
age. In this section the author pre- 
sents a brief historical treatment of 
the rise of rationalism, romanticism, 
mechanism, the reaction against 
mechanism and the irrationalism of 
contemporary thought. It is to a 
large extent a compendium of a his- 
tory of philosophy. 

The author has brought to this dif- 
ficult phase of his work a wide range 
of reading, a clarity of thinking and 
an aptness of expression which en- 
able him to acquit himself more suc- 
cessfully than any other recent writer 
we can recall. 

Part II is devoted to a discussion 
of the transcendence and imminence 
of God. The ‘‘five proofs’’ develop- 
ed by St. Thomas are restated in 
terms of modern thought; and their 
validity is shown to be independent 
of the cosmology either of his own 
time or that of Aristole. 

Part III undertakes an evaluation 
of the impact of the empirical 
sciences on religion, discussing the 
findings of the physical sciences and 
the conclusions of comparative re- 
ligion. Part IV dicusses contempor- 
ary indifference to metaphysics and 
stresses the importance of the study 
of man, whose personality has been 
challenged by collectivity. 

Friendly Suggestions 
We would submit in a friendly 


and constructive manner a suggestion 
or two for consideration in subsequent 
editions. Many of the quotations are 
given without any indication, in the 
body of the text, of the source of the 
quoted material. It is somewhat dis. 
concerting not to know the author 
one is reading, without turning to the 
rear of the book. Hence, we would 
suggest that it would be well to ip. 
dicate in the text at least the name of 
the author involved. 


The other suggestion concerns the 
advisibility of coming to grips with 
the objections to the Thomistic proof 
from motion for God’s existence pro- 
posed by Sir Edmund Whittaker, head 
of the department of mathematics at 
Edinburgh University, in his scholar. 
ly Space and Spirit.* Whittaker, who 
incidentally is a Catholic and a bril- 
liant mathematician and _ profound 
thinker, presents formidable objec 
tions drawn from the findings of 
nuclear physicists to the traditional 
statement of the Thomistic proof 
from motion, and it would seem en- 
inently worthwhile discussing, analyz- 
ing, and if possible answering his ob- 
jections, which reflect the thought 
of a number of eminent modem 
scientists. 


Otherwise, it is scholarly, well 
reasoned, written in a sprightly and 
limpid style, and evidences a wide 
acquaintance not only with Thomisti 
philosophy but also with contempor- 
ary systems. It will render yeoman 
service especially in the hands of pro 
fessors of philosophy in secular col 
leges and universities, as it will open 
their eyes to the inexorable and wr 
flinching logic of Thomistic phil 
osophy. It will also be helpful to 
graduate students in our own wie 
versities, where it will bring them to 
grips with contemporary speculative 
thought. 


As the work is obviously pitched 
on the graduate level, it requires col: 
siderable training in philosophy ani 
especially in metaphysies to read 
with comprehension, as it is far bt 
yond the interest and ken not only d 
the ordinary reader but also of tht 
college undergraduate. We end on! 
note of commendation for a zealow 
and tireless priest and scholar wi 
is able to do so many things so W 


* See review by Father Callahi 
in Oct.-Nov., BOT, — Ed. 
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Awake in Heaven 

Gerald Vann, O.P. L G, $2.50 

Reviewed by Dorothy Fremont 

Grant, author of ‘‘What Other 

Answer ?,’’ ‘‘Night of Decision,’’ 

and other books; well-known 

convert-apologete. 
The cheerful substance of this small 
volume is that we may ‘‘never enjoy 
the world’’ until we can ‘‘sing and 
rejoice and delight in God’’ — that 
is, until each day we can ‘‘ Awake in 
Heaven.’ 

In easily readable vernacular, 
Father Vann logically explains how 
to attain this objective, first by 
pointing out the directives in concise 

. form, then by lucidly showing their 

application to the realities of man’s 
life, emphasizing that man is not 
body and spirit, but body-spirit. 

























4 Practicality of Prayer 
il Applying the teachings of Cirist 





to human life, the author gives a 
superb exposition of Christian mar- 







a ioe 3 ; , 
of | ‘age, a discussion of education and 
a] | polities into which latter field he in- 





sists prayer is wholly admissable. 
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For A World In Danger of Death 


‘‘The world is in danger of death 
because it lacks the understanding, 
and the reality, of love.’’ Father 
Vann suggests that the ordinary 
man and woman ean, perhaps, do 
more to avert this impending doom 
‘than many a famous politician.’’ 

He urges upon all Catholics the 
grave responsibility, when discussing 
the Chureh and her stand on modern 
issues, to select their words carefully 
and to know what they are talking 
about. The whole volume of 150-odd 
pithy pages clearly demonstrates that 
this is not asking too mueh nor the 
impossible of the Catholic aware of 
his apostolie obligation. 

Father Vann’s wide audience, 
which spans the Atlantic, w'’ wel- 
come the counsel he has s “sely 
compressed in his text. His ..usence 
will be enlarged, too, as the nominal 
Christian, seeking a secure spiritual 
anchorage, comes upon this work by 
accident or the deliberate design of 
a Catholic friend awake to the 
privilege and obligation of spreading 
the ‘‘good news’’ to all men. 








Crusade in Europe 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Doubleday, $5.00 




























- Reviewed by John B. Spore, as- 
sociate editor, ‘‘Infantry Jour- 

ell nal,’” 

mB The human and friendly qualities of 
dé B the man whom thousands, if not mil- 
sit Bi lions, call General ‘‘Ike’’ shine 
or B through the pages of this personal 
na" @ acounting to the peoples of the 
mB Western world of the stewardship of 
o- BH the Supreme Commander of the 
pe} @ AEF. in Europe in World War II. 
wi General Ike tells his story in prose 
Wi BH that is remarkable for clarity of ex- 
, WB pression and simplicity of style. The 
wl @ reader who looks for high drama in 
v0 Ht high places will be disappointed ; in- 
tw’ & stead we have the story in a soldier’s 

practical and realistic prose. 

ned | «(lt is a book in keeping with Gen- 
eon @ ““l Eisenhower’s character. He no 
ani @ “ubt had expert advice on the writ- 
4 it § "Sof it, but it is his book. No ghost 
pe @ ter interested in heightening the 
yot ttamatie content or sharpening the 
“the f P!se with ‘‘now it can be told’’ ex- 
ont @ ‘Aimers had any part in it. Through 
low § ‘Shines every facet of his character : 
who @ Us technical efficiency as a soldier, 
well. diplomatie ability, his wholesome 
| andor, his natural human curiosity 
ah Bttat betrays the complete lack of 





MMposity, and finally but far from 





Two Portraits of Allied Commander 


least, his genuine appreciation of the 
courage and sacrifices of the enlisted 
soldiers and junior officers of all Al- 
lied powers. 

Almost half the book covers Gen- 
eral Eisenhower’s activities from the 
beginning of the war, in September, 
1939, to the invasion of Normandy 
on June 6, 1944. He tells of the part 
he played during the mobilization 
days of 1940-’41; of his work on the 
General Staff till the Spring of 1942, 
when General Marshall sent him to 
Britain to command all American 
troops in the ETO; and of the in- 
vasion of North Africa and Sicily. 
The rest of the book, except for two 
concluding chapters, is devoted to the 
great campaigns of 1944-’45 in North- 
west Europe. 

The final chapter considers the 
nature of the Western powers’ rela- 
tions with Russia. He relates his 
friendship with Marshall Zhukov, 
whom he ealls ‘‘sincere.’? He thinks 
the Allied powers could have ob- 
tained an agreement that would have 
permitted them to occupy more of 
Germany than they did. His advice 
is that we should ‘‘seriously and 
soberly, aware of our strengths and 
our weaknesses, sure of our moral 
rectitude . . . address ourselves to the 
new tensions that beset the world.’’ 
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‘Eisenhower Was My Boss 
Kay Summersby P-H, $2.75 
Reviewed by Paul Kiniery, 


Ph.D., Loyola University. 
In May, 1942, Miss Summersby, Irish 
born but living in London, was as- 
signed to act as chaffeur for Gen. 
Eisenhower, who was in London for 
a visit. When Eisenhower returned 
again, about a month later, he asked 
that Kay Summersby be assigned as 
his chaffeur. For the following 314 
years the author was a member of 
Eisenhower’s staff. She accompanied 
him to Africa, to Sicily, to Italy, and 
to central Europe, following the 
Normandy invasion. She became his 
personal secretary, and was made a 
eaptain in the WAC while still re- 
taining her British citizenship. Now 
living in New York City, she plans 
to become an American citizen. 

Although Miss Summersby at no 
time assumes an importance that was 
not hers, she nevertheless has an in- 
teresting story to tell. Admittedly an 
admirer of Eisenhower’s, she makes 
that admiration understandable. She 
had opportunities to associate with 
practically all the great military fig- 
ures and diplomats of the war period, 
and her appraisals of them are fre- 
quently arresting as well as amusing. 
A sense of humor as well as balance 
quite rare in ‘‘war books’’ can be 
found on nearly every page. She vio- 
lates no confidence of Eisenhower’s, 
but we nevertheless learn what he 
thought at times of Montgomery, 
Patton, and others. 





SENSE OF HUMOR 


‘Pepys says that he was woken up in 
the middle of the night by an old man 
snoring, and he thought the experience al- 
most unbelievably funny? ‘But, Lord, the 
mirth it caused me to be waked in the 
night, by this snoring round me; I laughed 
till I was ready to burst!’ ’’ 

—From ‘‘With Love, Peter’’ 
by Christopher Hollis 
(McMullen, $2.50) 





... 1 tell everybody that BOT is the 
best Catholic book-reviewing maga- 
zine. . 


" _(Rev.) P.J.W. Rubbens, 
Saskatchewan 





James P. Conville, chairman of a 
special book exhibit of the Clinton, 
Iowa, Knights of Columbus for Cath- 
olic Press month, is very enthusiastic 
about the interest aroused. 

Booxs oN TRIAL was prominently 
displayed and received many compli- 
ments. 
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The Big Fisherman 
Lloyd C. Douglas H M, $3.75 


Reviewed by Rev. Edwin G. 

Kaiser, C.P.P.S., 8.T.D. 

This brilliantly written novel about 
St. Peter by the author of The Robe 
plays fast and loose with sacred Scrip- 
ture and historic fact. The story is 
vividly told from the first scenes in 
the Arabian desert to the death of 
the Big Fisherman at Rome. As a 
novel it is clever, overly-clever, in 
fact, and not altogether convincing 
even where there is no _ historical 
record to contradict. 

Many are the creative characteriza- 
tions, the gently human _ incidents 
filling in or amplifying the Bible 
account. At times it rises to great 
heights, but there is also the haste 
that mars, the blurring and blotching 
of the sublimities, there is irrational 
substitution of fantasy for simple his- 
toric truth, the propaganda of senti- 
ment in place of the objective Christi- 
anity that the Apostles under the 
Fisherman were commissioned to 
preach to all mankind. This is espe- 
cially to be noted in the entire post- 
Resurrection account, where a fan- 
tastic Pentecostal gathering and a 
total'y un-historie Apostolic activity 
supplant the plain truth of the 
Gospels, Acts, and early Christian 
literature. 

The modernistie notion that Jesus’ 
message was merely ‘‘peace and 
friendliness’? among men might well 
accord with Hollywoodian sentimen- 
tality, indeed, but such is not the 
Good Tidings of Salvation. What 
might have been a glorious work is 
almost completely destroyed by the 
confusion of an author who proiects 
his faney into.a sacred past, without 
sufficient grasp of the essential facts. 
No amount of reverence can repair 
the damage done to supernatural 
Truth by this novel. It is unavoid- 
ably distasteful to anyone who ac- 
cepts the Good Tidings as historic 
Christianity presents them. 

“The Human Christ” 

In the story of the Public activity 
of Christ there is much to praise — 
the delightful human touches of 
home life, the sweet personal relation- 
ships with Jesus, the deep earnestness 
and respect for Christ, and even the 
(somewhat reluctant) acceptance of 
the miracles. Yet it is not at all 
evident that the author accepts Christ 
as God: and all praise of Christ, 
without this faith, is futile. Perhaps 
many will learn something of Christ 
from this novel, many who would 
completely ignore the inspired Text 
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and sound commentary. But even 
such a hope should not blind one to 
the violations of fictional license. . . 





Vacuous Sophistry 


The Crystal Girl 
Stephen Longstreet Messner, $3.00 


Reviewed by Lois Slade. 

If it were good for anything, I sup- 
pose this novel would serve as an il- 
lustration of modern materialism car- 
ried to its logical debacle in despair, 
sexual depravity, and ultimate de- 
struction of itself. 

The characters move about in an 
aura of vacuous sophistry that is pa- 
thetic to watch. Crystal herself is un- 
happy heir to the brittleness of this 
self-made intel'igentsia and their pur- 
poseful obscenity. Daughter of a frus- 
trated career diplomat, she falls in 
love with a Bostonian who takes his 
heritage seriously enough to commit 
suicide when he learns that his 
father-in-law cannot supply all the 
Washington connections on which he 
had counted. 

After his death, Crystal reverts to 
the cold, calculating female. But a 
meteoric success in business—con- 
trived by any means, moral or not— 
leaves her with scruples and a ner- 
vous breakdown. A psychiatrist pre- 
scribes a Dali-like rest haven owned 
by—of all people—a Catholic clergy- 
man. Introduction of this unorthodox 
priest allows the author a few ill- 
aimed barbs at the Church. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Longstreet of- 
fers no concrete solution for this gen- 
eration distracted by the world from 
its search for God. Nor, as novelist, 
does he provide much that is savory 
for either enjoyment or instruction. 





Spanish Antics In California 


Angelo’s Wife 

Virginia Myers Bobbs, $3.00 
An attempt has been made to cover 
the inadequacies of this novel with 
the customs of the Spanish grandees 
who lived in California in the 1830s, 
with fiestas on the ranches, with mis- 
sionaries who deal ineffectually with 
their flocks, and with the Indians, 
who range from loyal servants to 
enemies. 

For all this historical veneer, how- 
ever, the fact remains that Miss 
Myers chooses to devote her book al- 
most solely to the physical relation- 
ships of the various characters. The 
conduct of these people makes a 
mockery of the strictly observed re- 
ligious services. 
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‘‘Pattern’’ (pattern of thought 
pattern of ideas) is a word the ay. 
thor overworks. Would that the pat. 
tern for books such as this could }p ] 
thrown away! 

—Helen Detzel 





Attempted Colonization 


Roanoke Hundred 

Inglis Fletcher Bobbs, $3.5) 
A romance set in Elizabethan time § “ 
this is the story of handsome, daring § 1 
Sir Richard Grenville, Lord High § D 
Sheriff and Knight of the Shire, and & si 
his attempt (with the aid of his eon. & 
sin, Sir Walter Raleigh) to colonix § p 
the Island of Roanoke in North § of 
America. Sir Richard and the other § tr 
characters, all of whom are historical & th 
figures, are colorful, dramatic, some § ‘0 
times thrilling people. de 

To this reviewer it seems a great &f ii 
pity that the author had to decorat: & st 
the beginning and end of this al & 
ready exciting book with the philan § pm 
dering of Sir Richard and others of § Al 
the period. But for this we would § the 
have a commendable tale of piracy & po 


F 





and war, courage and heroism. the 
—Flavia Trucco Marcucci. § Fit 

ure 

HILAIRE BELLOC SAYS: Pe 


There are two mighty spirits nov 4, 
at war over Europe and civilization ff ,.. 
and Christendom. They are at grip 
with each other. If one be the victor 
our civilization dies; if the other k§ ;,, 
the victor, our civilization continuing 
its many follies and many sins wil Ch 
stumble forward and continue tf) 
live. .. 

. . . Those who specialize in being § The 
crude and in putting things in blac Joh 
and white and not knowing the exa¢ & dug 
truth of things even go so far as 0% Eng 
say it is a struggle of the rich agailst & owe 
the poor. Those who are a little les § va 
erude and a little less silly say thi § hid 
it is a struggle as between Commut § hun 
ists and a capitalist system. It is f J liter 
more profound than that. . . and 

... the two spirits that are at wa § vor! 
are not the spirits of capitalism atl bun 
Communism; not the spirit of the § cr, 
poor in revolt against the selfishnes bith 
of the rich; they are the spirit af 
light and the spirit of darkness. I 
that sound too mystical; if that 
dealing too much with the unseet, # 
much the worse. It is true. The mattt 
at issue is the Church of God. 

(The above might have been wort 
ten yesterday; actually it appeared® 
1937, in a pamphlet by Hilaire Bellas 
titled ‘‘ The Issue’’.—-Ed.) 
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Books About Books 


recent output in criticism. 





Forms of Modern Fiction 
ed. William Van O’Connor 
U. of Minn., $4.00 


“Being a novelist,’’ a eritie in this 
brilliant volume of appraisals quotes 
D, H. Lawrence as saying, ‘‘I con- 
sider myself superior to the saint, the 
gientist, the philosopher and the 
poet. The novel is the one bright book 
of life.’’ One need not share so ex- 
treme a view to enjoy these essays on 
the problems of technique from Defoe 
to Graham Greene. For serious stu- 
dents of the novel this book is in- 
dispensable; lovers of poetry might 
study it with profit and learn the in- 
roads the novel has made on poetry’s 
provinces of myth and metaphor. As 
Allan Tate, himself a poet, puts it, 
the novel ‘‘has at last caught up with 
petry.”’ Especially outstanding are 
the articles on Henry James, F. Scott 
Fitggerald (‘‘The Authority of Fail- 
ue’) and Graham Greene. Of the 
lat mentioned, Morton Dauwen 
label writes (before The Heart of 
the Matter): ‘‘He stands at the 
threshold of major fiction, a search- 
ing, irresistible talent, and a true ma- 
gician in the words and spells of au- 
thentie drama.”’ 




































Chaucer’s World 
Edith Rickert and Others 

Columbia U, $6.75 
The late Edith Rickert and Professor 
John M. Manly were a Chaucer in- 
dustry in themselves, and the entire 
English-speaking world will always 
we a debt to them for their re- 
warches. Before her death Miss 
Rickert had gathered and translated 
iundreds of official documents and 
trary pieces which give extension, 
ind in many instances depth, to that 
world we know through the Canter- 
hwy Tales and other works of Chau- 
tt. These pieces, many of them 
titherto unknown, are presented in a 
wlume intended to serve as a memo- 
mal to a great scholar. The material 
S arranged under ten headings; 
imong them are ‘‘London Life,’’ 
Training and Education,”’ ‘‘Enter- 
limment,’? ““Travel,’? and ‘‘War.”’ 
or the student of the history or the 
‘rature of Chaucer’s time this com- 
illation of revealing fragments will 
itove most valuable. 
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ARTS AND POETRY 


Riley Hughes, critic and gentleman, helps BOT catch up on 


On Being an Author 

Verra Brittain Maemillan, $3.50 
Miss Vera Brittain is an author. She 
has been one, with moderate success, 
for many years. The reader willing 
to go along with Miss Brittain’s 
breathless account of her own career 
and experiences may arrive at a con- 
ception of how those authors who are 
not Vera Brittain operate, but he will 
achieve the idea the hard way. Much 
of the professional technicality fac- 
ing Miss Brittain (and other au- 
thors) is qualified by the conditions 
in the country in which the writing 
is done. You see, Miss Brittain has 
had all this career and what not in 
England. Mr. George Savage, who 
provides a long introduction and ap- 
pendices, tries to tie the book in with 
the American scene. He succeeds 
pretty well, but the thing can be 
found much more conveniently else- 
where. 





Edmund Spenser and the 
Faerie Queene 
Leicester Bradner _U. of Chicago, $2.75 
Spenser, the author, a professor at 
Brown University, holds, has long 
been the victim of unmerited neglect. 
It is the purpose of this little book to 
reintroduce the poet to the general 
reader, a worthy objective, since 
Spenser 7s neglected and he is a ma- 
jor poet in the language. If this book 
is read concurrently with a reading 
of Spenser’s mastérpiece, the author’s 
purpose should be achieved. Without 
Spenser in hand, one would, I think, 
not find it heavy, but dull going. 
Professor Bradner becomes more the 
partisan than is necessary in his ap- 
praisal of Spenser’s part in ‘‘the 
mighty attempt of Elizabethan Eng- 
lishmen to conquer and civilize Ire- 
land,’’ an enterprise from which the 
poet does not emerge with credit. 





The Creative Critic 

Carl H. Grabo U. of Chicago, $3. 
This is a dangerous and nonsensical 
book. The author calls for a ‘‘new”’ 
literary criticism based on a relativ- 
istic philosophy of total change and 
on an idea of God ‘“‘not as a person 
but a creative foree—mind perhaps.’’ 
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Literary criticism, it turns out, is to 
be a kind of scientific measuring rod 
which will direct literature to ‘‘so- 
eial ends.’’ Crapulous. Disapproved. 





Essays on Shakespeare and 
Other Elizabethans 

Tucker Brooke Yale U., $2.75 
The late Professor Brooke of Yale 
eombined enormous learning and a 
robust, engaging wit in his teaching 
and in his books. This present volume 
is eollected from Professor Brooke’s 
publications in learned journals and 
literary quarterlies and is offered as 
a ‘‘tribute to the memory of a rare 
personality.”’ The rareness rubs 
through in almost all the essays to 
display a unique combination of 
scholarship and ebullience. The book 
begins with a vigorous defense of 
Queen Elizabeth which should be re- 
quired reading for all confirmed Bel- 
locians and ends with a rousing essay 
on the reading of Spenser. ‘‘ Why 
read Spenser?’’ Tucker Brooke asks. 
The reasons are ‘‘plentiful as black- 
berries.’’ Twelve of the essays are on 
Shakespeare, and they are as in- 
formed and lively as anything you 
are likely to find in a long year’s 
reading. Why read Tucker Brooke? 
Here, too, the reasons are plentiful. 





Essays in Retrospect 
Chauncy Brewster Tinker Yale U., $2.50 


This book of essays and addresses, 
mostly on matters literary, is an ex- 
quisite example of good manners in 
the pursuit and savoring of litera- 
ture. Professor Tinker, one of the 
greatest of Yale’s grand old men of 
recent times, taught literature at 
New Haven for nearly half a century. 
Here are brief essays, knowing yet 
not fearsomely erudite, on Dr. John- 
son, Shelley, Trollope, and others by 
one who wears his learning easily and 
with becoming humility. 





Early Irish Literature 
Myles Dillon U. of Chicago, $3.50 


To the banalities of Beowulf there is 
opposed a rich and varied literature 
in Irish. The sagas of Irish kings and 
warriors in pre-Christian and early 
Christian times make for interesting 
reading, although most of us have to 
read them in the tongue of the Sas- 
senach. Professor Dillon’s book does 
an excellent job of retelling the tales 
of the heroic literature of Ireland 
through its eycles on the warrior and 
poetic spirit. 
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Lovely First Lady of Confederacy 


Bride of Fortune 
Harnett T. Kane Doubleday, $2.75 
Reviewed by Anne Cawley 
Boardman, Ph.D. 


This is the second historical romance 
within six months to be published 
about Varina Howell Davis, the gra- 
cious and gifted wife of Jefferson 
Davis, president of the Confederacy. 
The first was The Proud Way, by 
Shirley Seifert (May - June BOT). 

This more recent novel is broader 
in scope, in that it covers a period 
of 24 years from 1843, when Varina 
Howell was an attractive young 
woman in her teens receiving at her 
first grown-up party, to that mem- 
orable day in 1867 when she rode 
through the cheering populace of 
Richmond with her husband, who had 
just been released from his imprison- 
ment at Fortress Monroe. The Proud 
Way is confined to the year of 
Varina’s courtship and marriage, 
1843-1844. 

Bride of Fortune is divided into 
three parts. The first third of the 
book presents the social, economic and 
political life of the wealthy Missis- 


sippi planters and their families; the 
second portrays life in Washington 
during the feverish pre-war period 
when Jefferson Davis served as con- 
gressman, senator, and Secretary of 
War, struggling often to resolve the 
conflict between his loyalties to his 
nation and to the South, whose elo- 
quent spokesman he became; the third 
depicts the fateful struggle of the 
Confederacy for an independent 
existence. 


All events are seen from Varina’s 
point of view. Her love for her hus- 
band and for the cause he espoused 
are expressed with conviction. She 
was really a most remarkable woman, 
fitted in all ways to be a ‘‘first 
lady.’’ 

The author has fortified himself by 
extensive research over a period of 
years. He is a Southerner himself 
and author of several successful books 
about the South. He has written a 
compelling biography of one of 
America’s most interesting women. 
His moving chronicle of Varina Davis 
is recommended for interest, drama, 
authenticity. 





Negro By Choice - and a Great One 


A Man Called White 

Walter White Viking, $3.75 

Reviewed by Ruth Fox, classics 

department, The Catholic Univer- 

sity of America; editor youth col- 

umn in “‘Inter-racial Review.’’ 
One of Walter White’s favorite lec- 
ture anecdotes (which appears also in 
the present autobiography) concerns 
a trip he made to Phillips County, 
Ark., to investigate a local lynching. 

Somehow word drifted into Phillips 
County that the Secretary of the Na- 
tional Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People was some- 
where on the premises. The white 
citizenry, any member of which would 
have staked his last tobacco plant on 
his ability to distinguish himself from 
a Negro, swore such noisy vengeance 
that Mr. White was warned by his 
friends to get out of town while the 
town could still be got out of. 

With good reason for alarm, he 
took a back road to the station and 
made the last train for the day as it 
was pulling out. The conductor, 
while transacting ticket business, 


jocularly remarked that it was a 
shame the gentleman was leaving 
‘*just when the fun is going to start.’’ 


What, Mr. White inquired, was the 
nature of the fun he was missing? 

The conductor, surprised at such 
ignorance of a local crisis, shifted his 
plug carefully and said, ‘‘ Why, 
there’s a damn yellow nigger down 
here passing for white and the boys 
are gonna get him.’’ He looked grim 
and righteous, and added, ‘‘When 
they get through with him, he won’t 
pass for white no more!’’ (Blow- 
torch lynchings, it seems, are a 
specialty of the area.) 

This incident, which gave Mr. 
White a reasonably unpleasant train 
ride across the state line, is a good 
illustration of the peculiar situation 
in which the renowned secretary of 
the NAACP finds himself. 

‘‘T am a Negro,’’ Mr. White says 
in the first chapter and line of his 
autobiography. ‘‘My skin is white, 
my eyes are blue, my hair is blond. 
The traits of my race are nowhere 
visible upon me. . . I. am not white. 
There is nothing within my mind and 
heart which tempts me to think I am. 
Yet I realize acutely that the only 
characteristic which matters to either 
the white or the colored race — the 
appearance of whiteness — is mine. 





December-January, 1948.49 


There is magic in a white skin; ther 
is tragedy, loneliness, exile in a black 
skin. Why then do I insist that I an 
a Negro, when nothing compels mp 
to do so but myself ?’’ 


The story of Mr. White’s life ty 
date is the answer to that searching 
question. 

History of NAACP 


That Mr. White’s autobiography is 
also a biography of the NAACP is 
inevitable and fortunate. For in the 
story of the 39-year-old Association, 
through the eyes of its secretary, we 
are given a panoramic view of race 
relations in 20th C. America which 
few books on the subject have man. 
aged to approximate. 


Anyone who has ever read a news. 
paper story of a lynching or a race 
riot or a Congressional filibuster or 
a ‘‘erisis’? in a Southern university 
will find the whole story in theg 
engrossing 360 pages. . . Required 
reading for anyone who realizes that 
the question of race relations is th 
most pressing problem of 20th (. 
America — which is to say, for any- 
one who is thinking these days. 





Beautiful and Powerful 


Joan of Arc 


Text and pictures from screen play by 
Maxwell Anderson and Andrew Solt 
Sloane, $2.95 


Reviewed by Rev. Thomas J. 
Grady. 

The perennially fascinating Joan of 

Are, so simple, so complexly beset by 

God and men, so often written of, 9 

often represented on the stage, the 

better self of La Belle France, the 


great soul, the saint, is here pr 
sented in a manner modern and nev, 
in a picture-story. The pictures at 
taken from the film Joan of Aft 
made by Sierra Pictures, starring 
Ingrid Bergman; they are black and 
white enlargements of actual frame 
from the color film. The text is taker 
from the script adapted from Mar- 
well Anderson’s stage play Joan of 
Lorraine by Anderson himself and 
Andrew Solt. 

The text is brief, admirably 
adapted to and coupled with the pt 
tures. Not infrequently the languag 
is powerful and beautiful. The text 
is wonderfully illuminated by Ingri 
Bergman’s expressive face. Joa’ 
story is held to its slightest form, ™ 
its simplest and most natural terms; 
but it is told with solid artistry. 
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The Age of the Great Depression: 
1929-1941 

Dizon Wecter Mae, $5.00 
Jon T. Flynn in The Catholic World: 
“Unless I miss my guess, this story .. . is 
me of those volumes written with an eye 
m the college trade — the ‘required read- 
ing’ racket. It is, as the publishers say, the 
story of America’s ‘descent into rags and 
its slow climb out’. Certainly America 





















































, dimbed out of its rags, but nowhere in this 
e hook is there any intimation that the gaudy 
rt new haberdashery in which America now 
y struts was bought on the cuff and that the 
" bill, amounting to incomprehensible billions, 
‘ will still be due when she is back in rags 
again. 
at mi .. a volume... both dull and unim- 
he portant but which, we may be sure, will be 
(! industriously pushed into the hands of 
‘Hi young college students as a_ faithful 
YB picture... 7? 
A—SAT (WR) 
American Arbitration 
Frances Kellor Harper, $3.00 
A history of the American Arbitration As- 
sociation, and its work in settling disputes 
in the labor and commercial fields. 
wh 4-SAT 
5 § The American Economy 
: Sumner H. Slichter Knopf, $2.75 
Friedrich Baerwald in America: ‘‘. . . ma- 
ture and well-balanced .. . notable for the 
of # luidity of presentation. . . 
by  .. it seems to this reviewer that the 

* @ author is greatly over-rating the influence 
, 8 @ of labor in the United States. . .’’ 
the A—SAT 
the # American Opinion on World Affairs 
ote: inthe Atomic Age 
ew Leonard S. Cottrell, Jr., § 

, Sylvia Eberhart Princeton U., $2.50 
art America: ‘‘ Based on a report prepared for 
Art, the Committee on Social and Economic 
ring @ Aspects of Atomic Energy of the Social 
and @ ‘Science Research Council contains 
mes “Me very sobering information relative to 

the state of American public opinion on 
ket foreign affairs . . . with emphasis upon the 
fax: § problem of atomic energy. . .’’ 
n of 4—SAT 
and 

Ape and Essence 
atl Aldous Hualey Harper, $2.50 
ably The Commonweal: ‘*, . . new novel gives as 
pit § loridly vivid a picture of hell as ever was 
uage @ Minted . . . describes life and civilization 
text “ter the Third World War. 
gril ‘... for Mr. Huxley, everything human 

,@ Sly a horror, and even human love can 
pans H te valid only in so far as it defies 
p, 0 Meiety, 
rms; John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘. . . 





ft more intriguing for its ideas than its 








These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 
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School 


Abbreviations used: E—Excellent . 
C-I—Current Interest . 
. TFA—Too Far Advanced 
DM—Doubtful Merit 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS © COMMENTS @® RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher, or author. 

fhe following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price are shown, followed by one or more pertinent 
review excerpts from leading publications, or by Com- 
ments or Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by mem- 


F—Favorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
. A—For Adults 
. WR—With Reservations . 


U— 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded O—Offensive or 
Objectionable . DIS—Disapproved . REC—Recom- 
mended REV—Reviewed MSO—Mature Students 


Only . FIO—For Information Only. 


characters or their doings. Science un- 
directed by philosophy inevitably means 
hell on earth — that is Mr. Huxley’s thesis. 
‘*Whereas one can agree with the author 
that catastrophe is the inescapable conse- 
quence of contemporary modes of thought 
and action, one must take exception of 
many notions dogmatically advanced here 
. there are some cheaply blasphemous 
passages meant as satire and a kind of 
relish in the microscopic examination of 
the obscene.’’ 
AWR 


As We See Russia 

Members of Overseas Press Club of 

America Dutton, $3.75 
The Sign: ‘*. . . written by twenty-five 
American correspondents who have observ- 
ed the Russian rulers and ruled at close 
quarters . . . almost all of them arrive at 
the conclusion that the peace and security 
of mankind are at stake as long as the 
Soviet autocrats retain their power.’’ 

A—SAT(WER) 


Beyond the Forest 
Stuart Engstrand Creative, $3.00 
Unsavory novel of degenerate morals in 


Wisconsin lumber community. 
A—NR 


The Busy Busy People 

Samuel Spewack H M, $3.00 
Oriana Atkinson in Saturday Review of 
Literature: ‘*. . . about life in modern 
Moseow ... not funny at all. . . He seems 
to have a morbid preoccupation with the 
processes of elimination, using them as a 
sort of shock treatment for comic relief 
when the going gets a bit thick... 

‘¢. .. a bitter, bitter book . . 
pro- nor anti-Russian. It is just anti- 
people. . . But . . . he shows very clearly 
indeed what’s going on in a small, busy 
section of the vast USSR.’’ 

A—NRE 


. neither 


A Candle for St. Jude 
Rumer Godden 


The Catholic World: ‘‘.. 


Viking, $2.75 
. a tenuous bit of 


real life, sensitive and subtle . . . delight- 
fully told...’ 

A—SAT—REV (p. 88) 
Case History of Japan 

Francis J. Horner S & W, $3.00 


The Sign: ‘*. . . a new approach to the 
understanding of the enigma that is Japan 

. extremely interesting, based as it is 
upon deep study and long residence in 
Japan. 

‘“He suggests a long-term solution. Name- 
ly, education in things religious according 
to the Christian pattern. . .’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 84) 


The City Boy 

Herman Wouk S&S, $2.95 
America: ‘‘There is fun in this story of 
eleven-year-old Herbie Bookbinder . . . if 
you enjoy books about boys, or if you like 
to wax a little sentimental about yourself, 
aet. eleven, don’t miss it.’’ 

A—SAT 


The Cleft Rock 

Alice Tisdale Hobart Bobbs, $3.00 
America: ‘*. . . The story holds its own 
with little sensationalism, although the air 
of secularism quite makes up for it, reflect- 
ing, no doubt, things as they are. . . Divorce 
is taken for granted by everyone, except 
the octogenarian grandmother, who is dis- 
missed as a Calvinist.’’ 

A—DM—REV (p. 128) 


A Clouded Star 

Anne Parrish Harper, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘*. . . Miss 
Parrish has produced a succession of ecare- 
fully wrought novels, none great but all 
respectable for thought, sensibility, and 
skill. . . Her new book, though . . . not in 
my judgment entirely successful, is interest- 
ing and touching. . . 

‘*What is good is very good, which makes 
it the more regrettable that too much of 
the book is mistily focused and perhaps 
written. ’’ 

A—SAT 


Crossroads of America: Kansas City 
Darrell Garwood Norton, $4.00 
Paul Kiniery in The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . 
an outstanding example of regional his- 
tory.’’ 
A—SAT 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
The Deer City 
William G. Schofield LG, $3.00 


Magnificat: ‘*. . . holds the reader with 
gripping intensity. The strength and dig- 
nity of the central character pervade every 
page and give to the story its unusual mood 
or tone... a swift and moving tale. . . 

‘*A reviewer can give only a tantalizing 
glimpse of a book; he cannot capture the 
richness of color, the gorgeous pageantry, 
the profound dignity and glory with which 
the author has clothed this tale . . . a book 
which the young, in particular, should not 
miss. ’’ 


Paul H. Hallett in The Register: ‘‘. .. an 
admirable book for readers of all ages, es- 
pecially the younger.’’ 


David Marshall, Patterson Professor of 
Journalism at Fordham University, in The 
Commonweal: ‘*. . . never since the pa- 


triotice romances of Charles Kickham have 





I come across a book like this. It’s colorful. 

It’s bold. It has the dash, vigor, and much 

of the fine subtlety, of a Western thriller 

told in a Glories-of-Erin accent.’’ 
A—HS—F 


The Devil Makes A Third 

Douglas Fields Bailey Dutton, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . a first novel and 

. not a book the reading of which could 
lend any kind of profit. . .’’ 

A—NR 


Divided : 

Ralph Freedman Dutton, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . novel... winner 
of . . . Dutton’s Lewis and Clark award. 

‘¢The essential weakness . . . lies not so 
much in the structure but in the characteri- 
zation. Even the principals . . . lack suffi- 
cient depth to make them either real or 
interesting. ’’ 

A—DM 


Dixie Raider 
Murray Morgan Dutton, $4.00 
Reasonably good story of the long cruise of 
a Civil War Ship—the Shenandoah. . . 
A—SAT —J.C.T. 


Education in a Divided World 

James Bryant Conant Harvard, $3.00 
Stresses Federal aid, vocational emphases, 
intense study of Communism. 

A—FIO 


The End 

Hugh Venning D&S, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*. . . One of the most striking 
novels in years. Its theme is not new, but 
the treatment is superb. . . 

‘<Mr. Emmanuel is a triumph of fictional 
portraiture and the weaving of Gospel 
themes into his career is remarkably good. . . 
The writing is excellent. . . Altogether, a 
masterly performance, not to be missed.’’ 

A—REC—REVD (p. 14) 


End of the Santa Fe Trail 

Sister Blandina Segale Bruce, $3.00 
The Registers: ‘‘, . . ought to be recognized 
as the finest first-hand account of the early 
West written by a woman. . 

‘Written as a series of letters to her 
friend, Sister Justina, this journal has a 
forthright, energetic, laconic style that is at 
the furthest remove from what one imagines 
aus belonging to a nun... 

‘«Something is always happening and the 
tighest problems are solved in the most dar- 
ing ways... ”’ 


A—F 


Experiment in World Order 

Paul McGuire Morrow, $4.00 
Jerome G. Kerwin in The Commonweal: 
‘<The term British Empire has become so 
fraught with emotions of hate and fear, and 
has supplied so many fervent political 
orators and demagogues in this country and 
elsewhere with a theme for arousing the 
multitudes to unthinking action that it is 
good to read a calm, sympathetic defense 
of the system. When the defense comes from 
the pen of a person of Trish descent it is 
doubly refreshing. 

‘‘The book on the whole is excellent in 
style, treatment of subject matter, and con- 
vincing presentation of its thesis.’’ 
A—F(WR)—REV(p. 4) 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Family Circle 

Cornelia Otis Skinner H M, $3.50 
Helen Iswolsky in The Sign: ‘‘. . . attrae- 
tive reading for all who are devoted to the 
American stage . . . written in that excel- 
lent, refined, yet utterly unpretentious style 
which is typical of Miss Skinner’s author- 
ship. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Fire in the Morning 

Elizabeth Spencer D M, $3.00 
Well-written first novel with conventional 
plot concerning feuding and fussing in Mis- 
sissippi setting. 

A—FIO 


First Citizen 

Richard Sullivan Holt, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . The construction 
of this story speaks well for Mr. Sullivan’s 
ability as a writer. 

‘«. ,. . there is too much that is good in 
this novel to allow a little emotional faint- 
heartedness to keep one from the fine read- 
ing experience it provides. ’’ 

AWR 


The First Freedom 

Wilfrid Parsons, S.J. MeMullen, $2.25 
The Vincentian: ‘‘. . . Clear, concise, logical, 
and documented study of the whole vexed 
question of the relationship of Church and 
State in this country. 

‘«... An arsenal of ammunition not only 
for the Catholic side, but for the religious 
side in general in the dispute of which the 
MeCollum verdict may not be an end, but a 
beginning. ’’ 

A—HS—REC—REV (p. 43) 


From the Ashes of Disgrace 

Admiral Franco Maugeri HB, $4.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘ Admiral Maugeri can 
write... He gives an adult account of Italy 
on the eve of war, her defeat, her co-belli- 
gerence, her postwar miracle of reconstruc- 
tion. .. Americans who would like to under- 
stand Italians’ better should place this book 
on their summer list .. . informative and ex- 
citing.’’ 

A—SAT 


The Gathering Storm 
Winston C. Churchill 
The Sign: ‘‘... High purposiveness. . 

gent document for these days. 

‘*Tf the world owes much to Winston 
Churchill as a statesman, it also owes him 
much as a prophet of history. It owes him 
thoughtful attention. And purpose of amend- 
ment.’’ 

A—F 


HM, $6.00 
. Ur- 


The German Generals Talk 
B. H. Liddell Hart Morrow, $4.00 


Waldemar Gurian in America: ‘‘, . . con- 
versations with German generals held as 
prisoners in Britain . .. a very interesting, 
though not too clearly organized volume, 
which the historian will use with caution, 
for Captain Hart does not always distin- 
guish between his interpretations and com- 
ments and the opinions of the German mili- 
tary leaders ... a most enlightening book, 
with material which is much more valuable 
than the highly subjective interpretations 
of the author. . 

A—SAT(WR) 
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The Great Tradition: The 
Democratic Idea 

Jerome G. Kerwin MeMullen, $1.5) 
The Commonweal: ‘*... A small book 
packed with information and suggestion, 
concerning honest, representative populg 
government. . . Originated in the Fenwig 
Lectures delivered at Holy Cross College by 
Professor Jerome G. Kerwin of the Univer 
sity of Chicago. . . 

‘¢.. . Traces the basic theories Upon 
which democracy has been built. . . 

**. . . Professor Kerwin remarks; ‘4 
reading of most of the American Catholi 
press in the twenties and thirties is a dismal 
experience,’ .. .?? 

A—HS—REC—REV (p. 43) 


Guard of Honor 

James Gould Cozzens H B, $3.5 
Time: ‘‘The point he insists on making js 
that the world is far too wrapped up in 
different points of view for any one of 
them to be entirely true, that ‘the Natu 
of Things abhors a drawn line and loves ; 
hodgepodge’. . .”’ 

AWR 


a 


a 


Halo for Satan 


John Evans Bobbs, $21 


This detective story is set against an in 
teresting ecclesiastical background, whieh j 
bobbled by an author not up-to-date on th 
matter of chancery offices—an author, mor 
over, who was ill enough advised to com 
bine that background with standard rough 
tough-stuff. 


AWR —J. DJ. & alt 
cisi 
The Heart Has Reasons him 
Marion Sturges-Jones Putnam, 2° 4 
From review for BOT: ‘‘It was Chester 
I believe, who remarked on the comparatin The 
ease with which one can be absolved frafR 4 
murdering one’s mother-in-law, and the difR A 
fieulty of obtaining forgiveness for spillinf “, 
soup on the hostess’s new gown. Just abo quer 
the same reversal of values exists in tif 4 
‘novel of present-day Philadelphia’ . . : 
seems to prove that it is better to violit Jon, 
the law of God than to marry a_baehde 
above your station. . . 7 
‘‘The heart may have reasons—but it ifm 4me 
the function of the intellect to have reas "ard 
in the normal individual. The heart is off se 


of its territory in that field, and the rentfR ge 


even in a story, is sad... .”’ ess 
A—NR DT Bind 
A- 





BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 


The Heart of the Matter 

Graham Greene Viking, # 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘... AS 
tle book. It will be misunderstood by ! 
reader who is not acute, The author’s} 
pose, plainly, is to show the eternal disa 
a Man ean bring on himself once he all 
a feeling which is commendable under! 
proper circumstances to become, anarchic 
the sovereign consideration with him, th" 
ing truth out of focus. . . 

‘*Without a doubt, this is a great) 
which will long be discussed and dispute 
Joseph MeSorley in The Catholic W 
‘‘Graham Greene, as he himself tells 
writes two kinds of books, one to en 
the other to present problems—to prt 
problems, not to solve them. . . In the! 
kind, his unusual technique is to 
flotsam and jetsam that have been 
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on the tide of his vast imagination, then to 
arrange them in some sort of order; and 
thus to construct a tale invariably pic- 
quresque, original, highly colored, and quite 


me wre to arouse controversy. Usually, he fin- 

lar ishes his story without comment or explana- 

riek tion. ee 

by ‘‘The reason he leaves us in the dark 

- about many questions is that he himself 
joes not know the answers. 

pon “There is at least a possibility that many 


readers will be encouraged by this book to 

‘, regard morality as after all a purely sub- 

jective matter. . . 

‘mal “, . . we know that it is a pitiful ab- 
surdity to tell God we are not going to do 
what He wants us to do, but we are confi- 
dent He will understand and exeuse. This 
is the kind of absurdity that invites moral 

35) | disaster by divorcing mind from will and 

substituting means for ends.’’ 


: 4 4—MSO—EXC(WR)—REV (p. 51) 

e of 

tun @ 1 Learn from Children 

708 | Caroline Pratt 8S & S, $2.75 


The Sign: ‘*. . . essentially the story of a 
reformer, 2 woman born in 1867 whose utter 
dissatisfaction . . . led her to attempt a 
_# uew kind of school geared to the child and 
$251 % his inborn desire to learn. . . 
sb ‘*.,. some of the techniques worked out 
ich sf bY pioneers like Miss Pratt have been sue- 
n team (essfully introduced into other schools. But 
mor | *ceptance or rejection of ‘progressive edu- 
con ‘tion’ as a whole depends on what you 
oug: think of its basie philosophy which is natu- 
ilistic in the extreme, ignoring religion 
). J. altogether and deferring to the child’s de- 
tision as to what is right and suitable for 


him,?? 
gr AR 
terto. , 
rating Me Inheritance 


traf Allan Seager S&S, $3.50 
he dii# A novel of small-town American tensions. 
pilin... long and drawn out and inconse- 
abot quential’’—Joseph G. Schaller, Jr. 

n ti 4p 


= John Goffe’s Mill 
- George Woodbury Norton, $3.00 
t it if America : ‘‘Through honest sweat and 
reasne "@'dy toil . . . Goffe’s Mill was restored, 
is ot Serviced, and its sphere of utility en- 
revit ged . . . a book of tonic-like effective- 
mss. . . fact, failure, philosophy, humor, 
p.¥. § characterization.’ 









journeying Through Mexico 
MacKinley Helm L B, $3.50 
.V.R. Wyatt in The Commonweal: ‘*. . . 
lis book is really more a friendly com- 
mentary than an official guidebook, but can 
lurdly take its place; his descriptive pas- 
wages are too cursory to be satisfying. . . 
Two intelligent features are a résumé 
if Mexican history and colonial architec- 
¥ _— advice as to a wordrobe. . .’’ 


ingle Man 
Major P. J. Pretorious Dutton, $3.75 
smerica: <*, . . life story of hunting and 
sting in the dense African wilds. 

+». & fascinating story and a rare find 
® those who like to share . . . thrilling 
Md dangerous adventures of others. . .’’ 
4—F—REV (p. 98) 


g, 8 
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tells 





che 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


The King’s Good Servant 

ed. Richard O’ Sullivan Blackwell, 8/6 
‘*Papers read to the Thomas More Society 
of London’’ 
Christus Rex (Maynooth): ‘‘. . . All the 
papers . . . deal with some aspect or other 
of the problem of grounding civil law on 
a deeper foundation than can be afforded 
by the mere text of the law or by social 
utility. . . No other work that we know 
covers the course of legal philosophy with 
the same depth and lucidity. ... - Jaeques 
Maritain gives a brief but excellent outline 
of the Thomistie philosophy of law and 
contrasts it with some unsatisfactory mod- 
ern counterparts. Father Ivo Thomas, O.P., 
treats of the Limits of Law and Legisla- 
tion, while . . . Father Carpenter expounds 
the relationship between law and econsecienee. 
. . . Praetieal ethical rules for judges, jury- 
men and advocates are given by Father 
Lewis Watt, S.J... . 

A—F 


The Labor Leader 

Eli Ginzberg Mae, $3.00 
George A. Kelley in America: ‘‘. . . de- 
votes almost one-half . . . to the story of 
the birth, growth and prosperity of Local 
1, Pottery and Porcelain Workers of Amer- 
iea—CIO. . . 

‘*. . . If every union had published a 
ease-history such as this (and most have a 
better) the opposition to trade unions 
would not be half so intense. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Late Have I Loved Thee 

Ethel Mannin Putnam, $3.00 
America: ‘*. . . a beautiful story ... one 
of those very few modern works of fiction 
that a man wants on his shelf, knowing 
that he will read it again . . . edifying. 


Magnificat: ‘*. . . a well-written story, but 

- not a great one. It touches the emo- 
tions, and even, briefly, the soul; but it does 
not achieve to that profound depth of soul 
wherein the transformation (of Francis) 
. . « takes place. . . But to lay bare a soul 
is admittedly a difficult task.’’ 

A—SAT 


Laughter from Downstairs 

Jzent Ormonde FS, $2.75 
This latest in the now ample ‘‘I remem- 
ber’’ tradition is reminiscence in the form 
of a novel. A Catholic Bohemian family on 
the Pacifie Coast provide the ‘‘characters’’ 
and events. Nothing very memorable hap- 
pens; even the presence of Father Sebastian 
at the Presbyterian picnic will not startle 
—but there is an air of good humor and 
innocent enjoyment which many readers 
will find infectious. 

A—HS—SAT —Riley Hughes 
Long After Summer 

Robert Nathan Knopf, $2.00 
John 8. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘*. . . Mr. 
Nathan ... a craftsman . . . demonstrates 
that he is an almost unrivaled painter in 
words But the thinness and quasifantasy 
quality found in many of his other produc- 
tions is here, too. . .’’ 

AWR—REV (p. 127) 


George Horace Lorimer & The 
Saturday Evening Post 

John Tebbel DD, $4.00 
Ably handled biography of man responsible 
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for developing the Satevepost into what it 
was in its best years. 
A—F 


Magic Shadows 

Martin Quigley, Jr. 

Georgetown U., $3.50 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . essentially an 
ivory tower production . .. for an ivory 
tower audience . . . primarily biographical, 
it will find its chief appeal among those 
scientists who, using their knowledge for 
practical purposes, still retain a scholar’s 
approach to their work and enjoy wander- 
ing through all bypaths. . . 

‘*Beginning with the earliest legends of 
the study of light and shadow, about 6000 
B.C... . Mr. Quigley traces the history of 
the art . . . down to the modern version of 
movies . . . sound scholarship and long and 
painstaking research. . .’’ 


A Man Called White et Z 

Walter White Viking, $3.75 
The Monitor: ‘‘. . . an excellent book that 
should be prominently placed in every li- 


brary, school, and community . auto- 
biographical account is temperate, 


9? 
. 


thoughtful, stimulating and inspiring. . 
A—REC 


Michigan: The Story of the University 

Kent Sagendorph Dutton, $4.50 
This is the second volume in the publisher’s 
American College and University Series. 
Michigan, which has many an educational 
‘first?’ to its credit, is, as the author dem- 
onstrates, one of the country’s, and the 
world’s, great as well as ‘‘big’’ umiverst- 
ties. Little is made here of the university’s 
real beginnings as ‘‘Catholepistemiad’’ or 
of Father Gabriel Richard, the priest who 
was one of the university’s founders. Writ- 
ten in a rather slovenly journalistic style, 
the book never quite arrives at a proper 
balanee between material of interest to the 
Old Grad and the general reader. 

—Riley Hughes 


i for Americans: Japan 
Merelen Mears H M, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘‘Are Americans fit persons to 
teach and punish Japan? . . . the author 
imvlies, rather states, that we are not. . . 

‘¢ . . ean be a useful book if it reminds 
us that we are a far from perfect people 
at home and abroad. But . . . rather useless 
; for solving the very diffieult world 
problem of today.”’ 

A—SAT(WR) 


The Nightmare of American Foreign 
deer Ansel Mowrer Knopf, $2.95 
A stern and pessimistic analysis of our 
diplomatic follies, with recommendation of 
world state. 

A—FIO 


No Highwa 
Nevit Shute Morrow, $3.00 

E. V. RB. Wyatt in The Commonweal: ‘*. . . 

an absorbing and dramatie plot with a 

unique hero . . . the little scientist. . .’’ 
AWR—REVD (p. 132) 


Of Flight and Life s 
Charles A. Lindbergh Seribner, $1.50 


The Sign: ‘‘. . . He would have each in- 
dividual soul take solitary flight over the 
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trackless wastes of a spiritual Atlantic, un- 
hampered by any map revealed by God, 
unfettered by any compass of an infallible 
Church. 

‘‘Now Mr. Lindbergh is evidently sin- 
cere . . . evidently worried over a basic 
problem, but he fails miserably in his at- 
tempt at being a fifth Evangelist recording 
the way to salvation.’’ 

AWR—REV (p. 134) 


Old Man Crow’s Boy 

John Baumann Morrow, $3.50 
William A. Dowd in America: ‘*The subtle 

. . ‘Adventures in Early Idaho’... 

‘“The author, a professional guide in the 
region is deeply versed in the lore of this 
wild land . . . and through the eyes of the 
boy he reveals many a secret about the 
habits of both men and animals. . .’’ 


The Parish and the Hill 

Mary Doyle Curran H M, $3.00 
The New York Times: ‘*. . . To genteel 
Irish palates her broad, colorful, unrelieved 
descriptions may seem as strong and fiery 
as undiluted Irish whiskey. Some _ will 
claim that her picture is overdrawn and 
exaggerated, while admitting the sad basic 
truth of her observations. . .’’ 

The Sign: ‘*. . . There is an autobio- 
graphical ring to this supercilious depiction 
of an Irish Catholic community. . . One 
senses in the author a feeling of cool re- 
moteness from it (Catholicism), a patroniz- 
ing attitude toward it. . . Mary’s brother 
Eddie is more approvingly depicted than 
the rest, and he is shown reading his way 
out of the Faith and into atheism. One 
suspects, too, a tendency on the author’s 
part to try to document those prejudicial 
charges against Catholics which are the 
stock in trade of the secularist liberals. . .’’ 

AWR—REV (p. 91) 


The Plague and I 

Betty MacDonald Lippincott, $2.75 
Time: ‘‘One of the best formulas for 
making a bestseller is to give a jolly ac- 
count of some painful personal experience. 
More than 144 million book buyers clucked 
happily over Betty MacDonald’s The Egg 
and I, which was a smiling-through-tears 
account of how she and husband Bob strug- 
gled to raise poultry. The Plague and I is 
all about how Betty succumbed to tuber- 
culosis and was incarcerated in a grim sani- 
torium for 8% months. ... it has all the 
frank appeal of a public hanging.’’ 

A—DM 


Plowshares into Swords 

Arthur P. Chew Harper, $3.00 
Edward §S. Skillin in The Commonweal: 
‘*... Mr. Chew... has been writing about 
American farm topics for the past quarter 
century. .. 

‘*The difficulty . . . is the increasing 
pressure of industrial nations on the world’s 
restricted food resources. . . 

‘*[He] is not a neo-Malthusian of the 
Osborn or Vogt types. . .’’ 

A—F 


Politics in the Empire State 

Warren Moscow Knopf, $3.00 
Ralph De Toledano in The Commonweal: 
‘«. . . If the reader . . . wants a calm, 
clear, and highly revealing picture of what 
makes the most complicated state in the 
48 tick. . . He has found his book... 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


highly readable, exceptionally interest- 
mi. 5°” 
A—F 


Postwar Germans. An Anthropologist’s 
Account 

David Rodnick Yale U., $3.75 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . He talked with 
some 1500 Germans during his five-month 
field trip through Central and North- 
eastern Hesse . . . drew a lot of conclusions 
. . » his book is a report on what kind of 
people they are... 

‘*Nationalism . . 
practically all 
communists. 

“e. . . only % of 1 per cent of the 
working class goes through high school... 
90 per cent of the entire population is 
unable to go to school after the age of 
Mss" 


. he says characterizes 
Germans except’ the 


The Precipice 

Hugh MacLennan DS & P, $3.00 
Virginia Bennett in The Commonweal: 
‘¢. . . It is nice to come across an author 
who, one feels, with a quiet honesty lays 
an accurate finger upon many a root of 
our 20th century emotional disorganiza- 
tion. . . His third novel should disappoint 
no one. . .’’ 

A—DM—REV (p. 132) 


Presidents on Parade 
Hirst D. Milhollen § Milton Kaplan 
Mae, $7.50 
The presidents, from Washington to Tru- 
man, ‘‘parade’’ in lithograph, engraving, 
daguerrotype, and photograph. There are 
pictures of birthplaces, campaign posters, 
wives, inaugurations, and (too many) tomb- 
stones. The text is held to expanded cap- 
tions, which are concise and uniformly 
reverent. An excellent item for the school 
and home library. 
A—HS—REC 
—Riley Hughes 


Profile of Europe 

Sam Welles Harper, $3.50 
America: ‘*. . . The author . . . associate 
editor of Time .. . an able analyst of 
foreign news . .-. remarkable book . . 
rather ambitious and gigantic undertaking 
aimed at giving a correct as_ possible 
answer to... will there... be a war with 
Russia? 

‘¢. . . it serves as a warning to our 
policy-makers that this country can no 
longer afford a policy of inconsistency and 
blunders. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Remembrance Rock 

Carl Sandburg H B, $5.00 
Time: ‘*. .. a vast epic of common Ameri- 
ean life... 

‘*Tn its broad outlines . . . seems the 
sort of book that U. S. critics have always 
asked for ... an attempt to find imagin- 
ative meanings of an emotional reality in 
the sweep of U. S. history. 

‘¢. . . it is in its attempt to fulfill the 
epic swee~ that Remembrance Rock fails. 
To a considerable extent because of it — 
the grandiloquent language, the heroic 
characters, the poetic prose that on re- 
examination turns out to be well-nigh mean- 
ingless. . . 

‘¢Throughout ... there are the sort of 
things one has come to expect from Sand- 
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burg — jokes . . . and popular songs, .. 
historical information. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


Resolving Social Conflicts 

Kurt Lewin Harper, $3.5) 
N. 8. Timasheff in America: ‘*. . . central 
theme . . . is the anlysis of problems of 
human conduct in society, in terms bor. 
rowed from the author’s Gestalt theory of 
mental processes. .. It goes approximately 
in the same direction as functionalism jp 


ethnology and Dr. Sorokin’s study of 
the ‘logico - meaningful’ integration of 
culture. . .’’ 

A—MSO—WR 


River to the West 

John Jennings Doubleday, $3.00 
Profane, sex-spoiled novel with backgrouni 
in fur-trading empire of the Pacifie North 
west. 

A—DM 


Rock Raven 

Adelyn Bushnell C-McC, $3.00 
America: ‘*. . . has told her story well 
She knows Maine intimately and its peopk 
more intimately . . . an absorbing stor 
with a fine, unobtrusive moral running 
through it.’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 131) 


The Roosevelt Court 

C. Herman Pritchett Mae, $5.00 
The Sign: ‘*. . . two general aims: first to 
show the existing disagreement among the 
members of the Roosevelt Court (1937- 
1947); secondly to find its causes ani 
meaning in the larger picture of the whole 
American political system . . . he analyzes 
earefully and* objectively all the major 
decisions of the Supreme Court during the 
last ten years.’’ 

A—SAT 


The Roosevelt Myth 

John T. Flynn D-A, $3.5 
James M. Gillis in The Catholic World: 
‘¢. | . all uninhibited intelligences wil 
presently surrender to evidence that F.DB 
was the most overrated figure in Americal 
history. Later will come the realization — 
it is now on the way — that this regim 
was to an appalling degree dangerous if 
not disastrous to the American Republic.” 

America: ‘, Flynn’s charges at 
directed at virtually every aspect of Roose 
velt’s personality and of his long career: 
personal vanity . . . want of plan or pm 
ciple . . . unreliability . . . low standaris 
of political ethics . . . irresponsible det! 
ings with the Left and with the lunatt 
fringe. But dominating all else, perhaps, 8 
the author’s attack upon the economt 
record of the New Deal and upon the wat 
time statesmanship of its leader... |, 

‘¢. . . he asserts that the banking crs 
of 1933 was deliberately aggravated by 
Roosevelt for political purposes and wis 
resolved only by the efforts of Hoover’ 
retiring aides: the NRA and the AAA, the 
very heart of the President’s ‘new ordet 
were both utter failures; the economic J? 
provement of the year’s 1933-37 were itt 
exclusively to the pump-priming tacti¢ ° 
extravagant government spending, while ™ 
attempt was made to fix the pump; 
in 1937-38 the situation was worse t 
ever, and only the prospect of war .: 
saved Roosevelt. . .’’ 

A—SAT, 
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poOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
The Running of the Tide 

Esther Forbes H M, $4.00 
M. E. Jones in The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . to 
vet her novel to Hollywood, Miss Forbes 
should be forced to take it personally 
around the Horn in a sailing vessel of the 
same period of which she writes.’’ 



























































. Time: ‘*... no worse than most historical 
oe novels, but no better either.’’ 
it A—DM 
of 
ot @ Seeing More Things 
John Mason Brown Whittlesey, $3.50 
Elizabeth Johnson in Yhe Commonweal: 
«“., new essays on the theatre and films 
and ordinary incidents. .. Few drama critics 
on repute have been the witty and wise 
uni writer that John Mason Brown is. . . His 
th BF nind, detesting the mediocrity which 
pleases the multitude, does not, as so many 
reforming dragons do, scorn the multitude, 
but scorns only the mediocrity.’’ 
3.00 <td 
wt If The Sky is Red 
a Giuseppe Berto New Directions, $3.50 
ning f Time: ‘*. . . a perfect reflection of the 
numbness beyond despair felt by a people 
till suffering from the results of dictator- 
ship and defeat. . . 
“|. . readers will find ...a raw and 
5,00 | brutal vitality that slicker performances 
st to HE often lack.’’ 
- the AWR—REV (p. 126) 
937. 
and : 
hole @ Stalingrad = 
lyres Theodor Plievier A-C-C, $3.00 
ajor  Expurgated Englishing of Russian saga of 
the German defeat before the soviet army; har- 
wing reproduction of terrors of war. Only 
for the very rugged reader. 
AWR 
- Three Who Made a Revolution 
Tag Bertram D. Wolfe Dial, $5.00 
pR ey Sturday Review of Literature: ‘*. . . a 
rican [| “Onumental piece of probing . . . into the 
n— @ Menatal history of the Bolshevik State. . .’’ 
gime (Lenin, Trotosky, Stalin) 
s it | America: ‘*. . . the first volume of what 
jie.” fy Pomises to be a rich and fruitful study of 
ar ‘te philosophical and social backgrounds of 
ooe  “@ Russian Revolution and its aftermath 
reer: - In terms of the lives of three of its 
prin potagonists. . . 
lards ‘. . . present volume carries the story 
dea: § % the outbreak of war in 1914. . .’’ 
natie 4—SAT 
ps, i 
omit § Time Will Darken It 
wat @ William Maxwell Harper, $3.00 
.. ‘me Cyr in The Sign: ‘‘... the reader. . 
_" mth a Catholic mind will at once be aware 
‘a if the missing ingredient. There is no 
, iwareness of the supernatural, no apparent 
ie owledge of the existence of a Christian 
"ae tandard of behavior. . .’’ 
in: AWR 
» due 
‘cf @ Town With The Funny Name 
jew Max Miller Dutton, $2.75 
hent? H Gloria Tanasso in The Sign: ‘*... the story 
this Hf the ‘town with the funny name’ and 


tte funnier people — La Jolla, California. 
The book would have been better with- 
mt the profanity, though perhaps less true 
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to life, but it could not have been better 
without Max Miller.’’ 
AWR—REV (p. 140) 


Harry Truman—President 
Frank McNaughton & 

Walter Hehmeyer McG-H, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*. .. Although the authors pre- 
sent Mr. Truman’s Presidency in a sympa- 
thetic vein, they do not fail to point out his 
mistakes and defeats as well as his victories, 
giving the background for the ebb and flow 
of his personal popularity . .. should 
serve as good background material for an 
intelligent citizen’s weighing of issues and 


personalities before ... November. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


The Chicago Tribune: ‘*. . . Entirely com- 
petent and well written history of Mr. Tru- 
man’s three years at the national helm, al- 
tho one might dispute the publisher’s jacket 
blurb that it is dispassionate and objec- 
tive. 

“*Tt is the authors’ combined judgment 
that Mr. Truman has grown in the three 
years. . . His fellow Americans have grown 
in the same period and . . . have revised 
the measurement downward to levels dan- 
gerous to an elective official. 

‘*... Growing conviction, even in the 
ranks of his own party, that he will lose 
the White House in November.’’ 

A—FIO 


Unions, Management, and the Public 

E. Wight Bakke §& Charles Kerr 

H B, $5.00 
Benjamin L. Masse in America: ‘f. ..a 
feast for students of industrial relations 
[an anthology] the most glaring 
omission . . . is the absence of anything 
from religious sources. 

‘¢. . . satisfactorily comprehensive. 
The author’s introductions to the various 
topics are unusually well done. . .’’ 

A—SAT 





The Unknown Sea 
Francois Mauriac Holt, $3.00 
Edward F. Meagher in The Commonweal: 
‘‘Here . .. is M. Mauriae seen yawning 
in a deflated moment; on the merits of the 
past, he rates a pardon — and condolences. ’’ 
A—F—REV (p. 129) 


The West At Bay 

Barbara Ward Norton, $3.50 
John LaFarge in America: ‘‘The theme... 
the necessity and the possibility of organiz- 
ing a union of Western Europe. Her aim 
is to ram home this necessity to British 
and American readers. . 

‘*Western Europe has failed, in her 
opinion, because it was unable to meet the 
competition of the United States; because 
it failed to construct a coherent social order; 
and because this failure led to the destrue- 
tive challenge of communism.’’ 


A—SAT 


Wisteria Cottage 

Robert M. Coates H B, $2.50 
Elizabeth Johnson in The Commonweal: 
««. , . the history of the downward course 
of a young schizophrenic . his dis- 
appointed and dangerously thwarted ado- 
lescence . . . arrogant, self-delusions, and 
the unending persecutions he imagines.’’ 

R 
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Free Book Lists 


now available from 


THE THOMAS MORE 
BOOK SHOP 


220 W. Madison St. 
Chicago 6, Ill. 


The following special lists 
containing a selected group of 
the best books and a short an- 
notation of each title are now 
available: 


Basic Books for a Parish Inbrary 
Tested Titles on Marriage 

A List for Lay Philosophers 

A Bibliography of Saints 

Books for Catholic Children 


A Selection of Fall (1948) Juve- 
niles 


Books on Our Lord & Our Lady 
Spiritual Reading for Everyman 


Send for your lists now. 











Wobbly 

Ralph Chaplin U. Chicago, $5.00 
The Sign: ‘*By weaving the thread of his 
own persenal life through the book, he 
gives a unity to what is a history of the 
IWW. Chaplin was a radical, a left-wing 
editor, poet, and song writer .. . he joined 
the Communist Party but was disillusioned 
at the time of the Hitler-Stalin pact. . . It 
should be read by those who think that all 
strikes are Red-inspired. . .’’ 

Norman C. McKenna in The Common- 
weal: ‘*, . . The Wobblies idealized the 
workingman, yet because so many of their 
leaders were non-religious they could not 
develop more than a humanitarian theory 
of labor. They . . . preferred direct action, 
general strikes, and sought ultimately to 
bring industry under the control of 
labor. . . 

‘‘Nearest realization to the Wobbly 
dream is the CIO — an industrial union 
with a place for every worker. . 

‘‘His references to Catholics are all 
friendly and favorable yet he appears not 
to have heard of the social encyclicals.’’ 

AWR 


The World Is Not Enough 

Zoe Oldenbourg (tr. Williard R. Trask) 

Pantheon, $3.75 

The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . steeped as it is 
in chronicle and tapestry from the packet 
to the footnotes, yet does not catch the 
spirit of the Crusades . . . not that the 
Crusaders are pictured as drunken, brutal 
amorous (many of them probably were) but 
that they are held to the path of virtue 
only by sickness or old age. Too much vice 
is even more absurd than too much 
virtue. . .’’ 

A—DM—REV (p. 55) 
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A Step Toward 


Soctalism 


By George S. Benson in 
** Looking Ahead’’ 


Dr. Robert A. Millikan, one of the 
world’s most distinguished scientists 
and Nobel prize winner, has referred 
to eurrent proposals for federal aid 
to edueation as ‘‘another of those ef- 
forts to clear out the cockroaches by 
burning the house down.” That is 
right. More federal aid might bring 
inereased teachers’ salaries, which all 
of us want. But I stand in constant 
amazement that so many folks in the 
edueation profession are blind to the 
tremendous dangers of federal aid. . . 


At a major conference of higher 
education in Chieago, Dr. Alonzo 
Myers of New York University pro- 
posed a catch-all program that . 
among other things . . . would set up 
an ‘‘Edueational Reconstruction Fi- 
nanee Corporation.’’ As a government 
project, this bureau would no doubt 
take bookkeeping lessons from RFC 
and TVA. Both of these have tucked 
away millions of wasted tax dollars. 

Experts have said that it will be 
impossible for RFC ever to account 
for all of its funds. After this ERFC, 
we can expect other RFCs for any 
group that has enough power and 
votes to get the ear of Congress. . 


Is this a generation that runs to 
Washington and Congress to receive 
cure for every ill that besets the eom- 
munity? If our loeal people (states 
and communities) haven’t got the 
backbone to take adequate eare of 
their edueational problems, then for 
sure more money from the federal 
government will not remedy the situ- 
ation. . . 


I have no patience with those who 
hallow the internal propaganda ma- 
chine in Russia and call it education. 
We have done more to educate our 
youth than any Communist country 
ever will be able to do—under Com- 
munism. . . 

Dangerous Trend 


Our states are steadily creating 
surpluses and are improving their 
financial circumstances. Not so the 
federal government. Ever increasing 
financial burdens assumed by the fed- 
eral government leave little hope of 
even cutting down on the $260 bil- 
lion national debt. Why, then, must 
we pay toll by sending our educa- 
tional dollars through wasteful Wash- 
ington and back? Viewed in that 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


e . 

Spiritual 
Albert the Great 

S. M. Albert, O.P. Blackfriars, $1.75 
Blackfriars (Oxford): ‘*. . . a short but 
balanced account of the manifold. activities 
that filled his life, his work as teacher of 
theology, as Provincial of his Order and 
preacher of the Crusade, and as Universal 
Doctor-scientist, philosopher and theologian, 
dogmatie and mystieal. . .’’ 

A—F—REC 


Behind That Wall 

E. Allison Peers M-G, $2.50 
Henry Wilmering in America: ‘*The sub- 
title, ‘An Introduction to Some Classics of 
the Interior Life’ ... a book about cer- 
tain saints and spiritual writers, who lived 
close to God and experienced intimate 
union with Him, and wrote an account of 
their experieenes for the guidance of 
others.’’ 

A—FAV 


The Everyday Catholic 

Martin Harrison, O.P. Blackfriars, $1.75 
Orate Fratres: ‘*. Keeping his eye 
realistically on the average Catholic’s prep- 
aration and reading tastes, Father Harrison 
presupposes little doctrinal background and 
presents his material in simple, lucid dis- 
eussion, liberally sprinkled with homely il- 
lustration . . . method is sound and easy 
to follow . . . easily adaptable for use in 
meditation ... the kind of solid fare which 
should be within reaching distance of the 
layman who recognizes his obligation for 
spiritual reading and seeks 2 book at once 
elementary and challenging. . .’’ 

A—HS—REC 


God the Father 


Emile Guerry (tr. A. H. C. Downes) 

S & W, $2.50 
Orate Fratres: ‘‘. .. If Jesus’ devotion was 
to the Father, why should not ours be, in 
and through our devotion to Jesus? But it 
is not, largely, and will not be until we 
live by the liturgy and the Scriptures, as 
the Church directs. . 

‘‘The meditations are brief, the para- 
graphing succinct. . . Individual chapters 
deal with Father, Son and Holy Spirit; a 
corollary outline of spirituality founded on 
devotion to the Father develops various 
virtues, charity especially, as well as prayer 
and the liturgical life. The Sacred Heart of 
Jesus is here as the gift of the Father and 
the way to Him; Mary, as co-worker with 
her Son in the redemptive offering to the 
Father. 


‘‘There are a number of striking texts 





light, ‘‘federal aid’’ is no help at 
ae 

When we give over to the federal 
government the purse strings for lo- 
eal education then we have taken the 
long step toward Socialism. What we 
must do is get the federal government 
off the necks of taxpayers. Then the 
states ean collect more taxes and 
there is no rime nor reason left to get 
education expenses from Washing- 
ae 
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from the Fathers interspersed, and some 
helpful theological notes of introduction...” 
A—RKEC 


Light Over Fatima 
Charles C. O'Connell 


When Christ the Savior was born a foy 
lowly shepherds were attracted to the scene 
by the appearanee of an unusually bright 
star. When communism was born in Europe 
other shepherds, three children of Fatima, 
were attracted to an oak tree by a Light 
over Fatima. This Light revealed to them 
the secret of saving the world from this 
enguifing evil. ‘If the world be conseerat. 
ol to my Immaculate Heart, and the Rosary 
be recited daily there will be peace’’, w 
this ‘*Lovely Lady’’ promised them. 4). 
though this is a novel about children it js 
not for children. The style is too advanced 
for pre-highschool minds. 


—Sister Mary Loyola, R.S.M, 


Newman, $2.50 


The Mass in Slow Motion 

Ronald Knox S & W, $2.50 
HL. A. Reinhold in The Commonweal; *,,, 
Its chatty tone, its witty quips and its 
avowed subjectivism are just the thing the 
girls to whom it was delivered in the form 
of afternoon instructions would have en- 
joyed. . . It reveals more of the lovable 
Monsignor than of the Mass, at least to 
people who are aware of the liturgical 
movement. 

‘| Read it, but remember: read Pius 
Parsch’s book afterwards. ’’ 

A—HS—REC 


The Meaning of Man 

Jean Mouroux S & W, $4.00 
America: **. . . goes far beyond dealing 
with the Christian’s attitude towards the 
temporal. It is a profound study of the 
Christian in all his aspects. 

‘‘The reading is hard going . . . because 
the author is’ plumbing deep waters, indeed; 
he manifests a wide knowledge of 
modern psychology and psychiatry, and... 
the difficulty of the reading is more tha 
compensated for by the . . . over-all clam 
and frequent flashes of _ brilliatt 
spiritual insight.’’ 

A—MSO—F 


The New Testament in the Westminste 
Version ... from the Original Greek 
Cuthbert S. Lattey LG, $400 
Hl. A. Reinhold in The Commonweal: ‘This 
is the new ‘small edition’ of the famow 
scholarly work by the English Jesuits, ® 
vised and brought up to date . . . not meat! 
for scholars, but for those faithful we 
want to read a version not made from th 
vulgate but from the original texts. . - 
A—F—REV (p. 184) 


THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP 


Philosophy of Religion 

Fulton cA Sheen + A-O0, gs" 
Philip Burnham in The New York Times: 
‘«. . . Reading . . . this book is an ena 
ously interesting experience — and a streat 
ous one. . .”’ 

Dr. Gardner Williams (Chairman, Depa 
ment of Philosophy, University of Tole } 
in Toledo Blade: ‘*. . . a brilliant et 
special pleading . . . a defense of Catho : 
Thomism; that is, its principles are thos’ 
St. Thomas Aquinas, the great scholas 
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theologian . . . who borrowed most of his 
philosophy from Aristotle. . 

“This Tomism is wholly admirable in its 
emphasis upon love and compassion and 
characteristics of God and as obligatory for 
man, It is also admirable in its unecondi- 
tional endorsement of reason. If readers 
qe sufficiently inspired to use reason im 
the interpretation of experience they are 
likely to be delivered from Tomistic 
irrationalities. sl 


A—MSO—REC 


Platform Replies, Vol. I 

J. P. Arendzen Mercier-Newman, $1.75 
Life of the Spirit (Oxford): ‘*... answers 
he has provided to questions put during 
gveral years to members of the Catholic 
Missionary Society .. . a vast field, from 
the philosophy of Spinoza to the Serpent 
in Paradise . . . anyone... engaged in 
Ryidence Guild speaking, or merely 
anxious to clear his own muddle of mind, 
will find . . . 2 charitable and discerning 
guide to many modern misconceptions about 
the Catholic Faith and . . . a brief but 
effective means for their resolution. . .’’ 
A—F 


The Priest and the Proletariat 

Robert Kothen S & W, $1.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*, . . we are debtors to 
awakened Europe for the organized lay 
apostolate which is having a rapid and a 
sturdy growth in this country. Small 
groups of young men and young women 
vith a common environment, are banding 
together for intensive personal formation 
ant leadership training. Their objective is 
to launch an organized attack, each group 


in its own milieu on the secularism that 
pervades every phase of American life; 
their ultimate aim is the complete 
r-Christianization of today’s pagan 
society...” 


A—F—REV (p. 13885) 
Reading Between the Lines 
Ferdinand Valentine, O. P. 
Blackfriars, $1.25 


Orate Fratres: ‘*. fairly simple and 
slid thoughts derived from well-known 


passages of St. John’s gospel . . . within 
the reach of all pious Christians . . . will 
mdeeeive the reader into realization of the 
fuller meanings of Scripture: into a richer 
mderstanding of the literal meaning, and 
the subsequent spiritual fruit whieh is 
lerivative. . .”’ 

4—HS—REC 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


The Seven Storey Mountain 

Thomas Merton HB, $3.00 
George Miles in The Commonweal: ‘*. . . 
there is never an attempt to exploit re- 
ligious experience for an artistic purpose, 
there are no pietistic platitudes . . . a book 
that deeply impressed the mind and the 
heart for days. . .?’ 

Hubert N. Hart in America: ‘‘. . . Un- 
loubtedly one of the most significant ac- 
‘ounts of conversion from the modern 
‘mper to God that our time has seen. 
‘sgr. Fulton J. Sheen calls it a ‘twentieth- 
tentury form of the Confessions of St. 
Augustine??? 
4—E—REV (p. 188) 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Tall in Paradise 

Albert P. Shimberg Marshall Jones, $2.75 
The Commonweal: ‘*, . . seems to have writ- 
ten his life of Saint Colette of Corbie . . 
principally for religious interesting 
and edifying.’’ 

A—F 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Vision of Fatima 

Thomas McGlynn, O.P. LB, $2.50 
Rk. F. Smith, S.J. in Catholic Review Serv 
ice: “*, . . Unquestionably the best written 
of the books that have so far appeared 
in the United States on the Fatima 
revelations. ’’ 

A-—-HS—REC 


a 
Arts and Poetry 


American Children Through 
Their Books: 1700-1835 

Monica Kiefer U. Penn., $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . A book to purr 
over ... for its scholarship, wit and intrinsic 
interest. 

‘*Monica Kiefer, 2 Dominican Sister. . . 
has done a remarkably thorough job about 
American children’s literature.’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 96) 


American Humanism and the New Age 

Louis J. A. Mercier Bruce, $4.00 
Francis X. Connolly in The Sign: ‘*. . . 
Brings the history of American Humanism 
up to date. 

‘‘The history of the movement has en- 
couraged Professor Mercier to reaffirm his 
belief that Humanism still provides the only 
practical basis of intellectual co-operation in 
the pluralistic pattern of American life.’’ 

A—MSO—SAT 


Art and Faith: Letters Between 

Jacques Maritain § Jean Cocteau 

Phil. Lib., $2.75 

The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . very new and 
correctly disturbing experience ... a trap 
for the worldly, the connoisseur, the aesthe- 
tician. Its basic orthodoxy is  wun- 
yielding. . .”’ 

A—F—REV (p. 


The Cantos 

Ezra Pound New Direction, $5.00 
Time; ‘‘. .. Ezra Pound . . . was brought 
back to the U. S. to face treason charges. . 
was declared insane . . 

‘‘The Cantos . . . are a chaotic grab- 
bag in which the reader can find whatever 
he wishes, for Pound is both a poetic genius 

. and an intellectual erank. . .’’ 

A—DM 


Chaucer and the Fifteenth Century 
H. S. Bennett Oxford, $4.00 
Theodore Maynard in The Commonweal: 
‘¢. |. in many ways... rather unsatis- 
factory ... one of the twelve volumes of 
the Oxford History of English Literature 
now in course of being written. Mr. Bennett 
. is deficient in insight case- 
hardened in a gentlemanly sort of anti- 
Catholic prejudice . . . he is mainly con- 


cerned with the Catholic ‘superstitions’ of 
the time, or in the clerical shortcomings 
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treated by Chaucer with casual humor but 
taken by Mr. Bennett with deadly serious- 
ness. The trouble is that he has manifestly 
used Dr. Coulton as almost his | 
guide, . 

AWR 


sole 


rig Claudel and The Tidings Brought 
° 


Kathleen O'Flaherty ( Preface by Paul 

Claudel) Blackwell, 6/ 
America: ‘‘. . . a fine piece of work in 
presenting Claudel to the Irish public 
through her study . . . of his best-known 
play Miss O’Flaherty’s minute and 
painstaking analysis . . . cannot, however, 
be profitably read by those who have not 
first read the play itself .. . having ab- 
sorbed the spirit and content of Claudel’s 
message, she has succeeded in interpreting 
it for English-speaking readers, who will 


find strength and inspiration in her 
book. . .’’ 
A—F 


Gerard Manley Hopkins: A Study of 
Poetic Idiosyncrasy in Relation to 
Poetic Tradition 

W. H. Gardner Yale, $4.00 
John Pick in America: “‘. . . Hig object is 
to show that Hopkins, at first sight so odd, 
eccentric, even revolutionary in matters of 
style and rhythm, is actually and eminently 
as legitimate an offspring of the great 
European poetic tradition as any English 
poet before him . . . that Hopkins appeals 
successfully, as does Shakespeare, to dif- 
— levels of understanding. ’’ 

A—F 


How to Enjoy Poetry 
Robert Farren 


S&W, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*, + 


. . In the skilled and delicate 
hands of Mr. Farren’s artistry all theory, 
analysis, explanation, and research are 
rubbed ciean of pedantic dust and emerge 
us new, refreshing, colorful, vital experi- 


ences . . . as thrilling as any novel. . .’’ 
A—HS—F 


Tne King and the Corpse 

Heinrich Zimmer, ed. Joseph Campbell 

(Bollingen Series XT) Pantheon, $3.75 
The Commonweal: ‘‘The dust wrapper . . . 
promises us a symposium of popular tales 
from Oriental and Oceidental sources, con 
cerned with ‘man’s eternal conflict with the 
forces of evil.’ So far the promise is kept... 

‘*As a symptom this book is most valu- 
uble. . . It shows the tremendous job the 
a on Christ’s side have as yet to 
de.’ 

A—MSO—SAT 


Letters of Eric Gill 

Walter Shewring D-A, $5.00 
Mason Wade in The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . 
like most autobiographies, the autobiography 
is not wholly satisfactory and it is some- 
times misleading. 

‘*. . . Gill is no longer a prophet for 
the chosen few, but one whose wise in- 
fluence is still expanding. The letters not 
only clarify Gill’s early ideas and doings, 
particularly his conversation; they offer a 
vast funr of information on his work and 
changing points of view. 

‘*Even a reader who is uninterested in 
Gill’s ideas will find in this book a rich 
human record. . .’’ 

A—F 
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Love and War in the 
Middle English Romances 
M. A. Gist U. Penn., $4.00 


The Commonweal: ‘*‘. . . Exhaustive account 
of love and war in the cycles of medieval 
legends ... far from exhausting . . . most 
amusingly and delightfully written. . . But 
one would wish Dr. Gist’s knowledge of the- 
ology equaled her knowledge of history. . . 
Constant sneers at the Church’s posi- 
tiem. . .”” 


A—DM 


Men of Taste 
Martin 8. Briggs Scribner, $5.00 


The Commonweal: ‘‘... Mr. Briggs has de- 
fined men of taste as ‘outstanding figures 
who have encouraged working artists.’ ... 
chooses twenty-six men and the Duchess of 
Marlborough to illustrate his theme. . . 


‘*A slight but unpleasant current of snob- 
bery coupled with a rather heavy style. . 
detract considerably . .. nevertheless, the 
author’s wide knowledge of architecture and 
its patrons makes his comments both inter- 
esting and informative. . .’’ 

AWR 


Mourning Becomes Mrs. Spendlove 

and Other Portraits Grave and Gay 
Oliver St.John Gogarty Creative Age, $2.75 

America: ‘*. . .6Memories and stories mingl- 

ing the real and the imaginary,’... ina 

style that is ‘‘exact, witty, satiric and fa- 

cile, with the ease of a good technician. ...’’ 
A—SAT 


Poems of Gerard Manley Hopkins 

ed. W. H. Gardner (8rd ed., rev. g enl.) 

Oxford, $3.50 

John Pick in America: ‘‘. . . The present 
edition, the third . . . includes very nearly 
twice as many poems as the 1918 edition 

. . but it is not finally and completely 
definitive. ’’ 

A—HS—REC 


The Poet and His Time 
Ernst Wiechert Regnery, $2.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*These three addresses 
. . - have the language of suffering behind 
them. He speaks for those like himself who 
were thrown into concentration camps and 
for those who knew what it was to suffer 12 
years of shame and to lose all their moral 
possessions. 
‘<There must be more Ernst Wiecherts with 
the courage to abide by their morality. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


Poets at Work 
Rudolph Arnheim, W. H. Auden, Karl 
Shapiro, Donald A. Stauffer HB, $2.75 


The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . Rough drafts of 
contemporary poems... W. H. Auden... 
writes what is really a cautionary essay 
about the use and significance of the Lock- 
wood Memorial Library. .. Librarian Charles 
D. Abbott conceived the idea of devoting 
this new library at the University of Buf- 
falo entirely to recent American and British 
poetry. . . An impressive record of the con- 
quests of the modern mind . . . working at 
high intensity.’’ 
A—SAT 
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The Portable Swift 
Ed. by Carl Van Doren 


The Portable Veblen 

ed. by Max Lerner Viking, $2.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . The intent... to 
supply a portrait of Swift rather than the 
best possible examples of his writing. . . 

‘*The Veblen gives the first half of ‘The 
Theory of the Leisure Class,’ leaving room 
for 400 pages of less familiar material. . . 
Recommended reading for everyone not fam- 
iliar with at least half of Veblen’s dozen 
books, . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Viking, $2.00 


Rage for Order 

Austin Warren U. Chicago, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*, . . Collection of his 
eritical essays on ‘Nine Metaphysical Poets 
and Novelists’, .. Mr. Warren . .. never 
underestimates the complexity of his writer 
subjects, or of his own general subject: 
which may perhaps be called the metaphysic 
of literature. These essays are closely rea- 
soned and closely written. . .’’ 

A—MSO—F 


Return to Tradition 

Francis Beauchesne Thornton Bruce, $8.50 
Katherine Bregy in The Sign: ‘‘... An an- 
thology of ‘absolute values’ but amazing 
variety: expertly chosen excerpts from work 
which grew organically out of the great 
Catholic Revival of the past hundred years 

. apologetics, history, and fiction, poetry, 
biography, and the essay—all richly sampled 
with brief but discerning biographical 
sketches of the authors—an incredible sum 
of instruction and delight. . .’’ 


A—HS—SAT 


Search for a Soul 

Phyllis Bottome H B, $3.50 
Saturday Review of Literature: ‘‘. . . at 
once good narrative, provocative psychology, 
and wistful, rather ineffective philosophy 

. certainly one of the most remarkable 

self-revelations made by a _ living 
novelist. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Shakespeare’s Use of the Arts of 
Language 
Sister Miriam Joseph, C.S8.C. 
Columbia U, $3.75 
William J. Grace in America: ‘‘. .. a 
painstaking and thorough book, of interest 
to the professional student of Shakespeare.’’ 


Blackfriars (Oxford): ‘‘. .. For the gen- 
eral reader it is difficult to see just how 
the book could contribute much to either 
an appreciation of Shakespeare or to an 
understanding of his plays. . . But perhaps 
the fault in this case lies in the English 
mind which is as fundamentally vague and 
imaginative as the American is precise and 
analytical.’’ 

A—SAT 


Robert Louis Stevenson 

David Daiches New Directions, $2.00 
James W. Lane in The Catholic World: 
««. . . So much has been written on Steven- 
son the man that it is refreshing to find 
a discussion centering on his quality as a 
writer. Mr. Daiches, an understanding, yet 
eritical appraiser, feels that what was 
uppermost in Stevenson’s mind was the 
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clash between middleclass standards ang 
the artistic temperament, between Calyip. 
istic conformism and the Catholic (though 
the author does not call it Catholic) doe. 
trine of good works.’’ 


A—F 


A Study of Literature for 
Readers and Critics 

David Daiches Cornell U., $2.75 
The Commonwealth: ‘‘. . . The audience 
he has in mind ‘is a sort of ideal common 
reader.’ 

‘‘The subjects problems of the 
modern critic, the literary use of language, 
the nature of fiction, the difference he. 
tween art and craft. . . Nowhere does Prof, 
Daiches think it worth his while to attribute 
any real importance to religion as a motivat. 
ing force not to be dissociated from the 
work it directly or indirectly inspired.”’ 

AWR 


The Temple of the Spirit 
Francis Meehan Dutton, $2.50 


Ed Lahey in Chicago Daily News: ‘‘... 
Meehan could not have written . . . (its) 
singing pages unless he had had an active 
and fruitful spiritual life, but he, like other 
‘peace of mind’ writers, seems a little fear. 
ful of driving off the sophisticates by a 
bold and unadorned statement of his belief 
in God ... it becomes a reverence for what 
the author calls ‘the imponderables’. . . 


‘¢.,. worth reading if only for two chap- 
ters which explore the spiritual delights of 
solitude and silence. Thomas a Kempis said 
about all there is to be said about these 
elusive pathways to serenity, but Meehan 
gives new meaning to a timeless truth when 
he says that ‘every man is a monk, even if 
his hermitage is only a modern bathroom’. 
And he puts a modern touch to Thomas 4 
Kempis when he points out that most of uw 
‘employ the faculty of speech to conceal 
the absence of thought’.’’ 

A—HS—F (p. 65) 


Henry David Thoreau 
Joseph Wood Krutch 
America: ‘*. . 


Sloane, $3.51 
. marks the inauguration o 


the American Men of Letters Series ...8 
solid and scholarly volume. . . valuable if 
not definitive. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


Thunder in the Mountains 
Hilda Mary Hooke Oxford, $2.50 


The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . Collection of Car 
adian folk-tales . . . an admirable introdue 
tion to a Canadian holiday... 

‘‘These childish tales of the Indians have 
in them also something of the majesty that 
conjured them, and something of the de 
light and cunning which man learns from 
the animals. . .’’ 

A—HS—F—REV (p. 108) 


The True Concept of Literature 

Austin J. App, Ph.D. Author, $2.00 
Francis X. Connolly in The Catholic World: 
‘¢, , . Summary in character, didacti¢ ® 
tone .. . while Dr. App achieves a ma 
mum clarity of expression, his proofs are 
dicated rather than demonstrated and bs 
literary canons are affirmed more 0! 
than they are applied. . .’’ 
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BOOKS ON TRIAL 


"Industry Councils” in the Book Business 


A reader of Books ON TriaL who 
has been making a study of the sub- 
ject submits for discussion the follow- 
ing rough preliminary outline. 

If any other readers should wish to 
comment, we will be happy to hear 
from them, and will relay their ob- 
servations to the group engaged in 
these studies. d 

1. In their discussions, contribu- 
tors to Books On TrIAu have touched 
om particular problems but have 
failed to perceive that these are ef- 
fects, not causes. The causes lie much 
deeper; they are common, industry- 
wide, must be met on an industry- 
wide basis. 

2. The Catholic Publishing Busi- 
ness is a Catholic industry. Hence, 
should be run on Catholic principles, 
not secular. 

8. The end of the C.P.B. is co- 
operation with God in the diffusion 
of written truth. Secondary end: to 
make a living. Both ends should be 
fostered, and never impeded, by the 
policies or practices of those in the 
business. 


4. A Catholic (or a Catholic busi- 
ness) cannot accept ‘‘free enterprise’’ 
with its guiding priciples of rugged 
individualism, and the primacy of 
profits. Nor can its secular antithesis, 
State collectivism, be accepted. 

5. Pius XI gives a middle way be- 
tween these extremes—The Industry 
Council Plan set forth in the encyeli- 
tal Reconstructing the Social Order 
(Quadragesimo Anno). It is a system 
of voluntary self-regulation by the 
industry itself. 

6. Business men bewail ‘‘govern- 
nent interference and regimentation’’ 
but they themselves are to blame. 
They will not regulate themselves vol- 
uttarily, so must be coerced by gov- 
‘mment. (And the government has 
agrave duty to regulate when private 
parties refuse). 


7. The Industry Council Plan is 
for the whole business world. It ean 
rach the world only through Cath- 
die businessmen. If Catholies in a 
Catholie business will not accept, 
arn and apply Catholic social doc- 
trine, then who will? 

(Catholic businessmen are failing 
*rously in this obligation. They are 
bound to set the example and lead 

€@ way for the secular business 
World. They are failing). 

8. The Plan: Set up elected and 
‘ppointed representative councils in 


each industry — local, regional, and 
national — each firm and group 
having interests in the business to 
be represented. 


8a. These Councils should be per- 
manent, and should clarify and solve 
problems common to the whole indus- 
try as well as problems growing out 
of the relationships of group to group. 
Also relations with other industries, 
especially those secular industries 
closely allied to their own businesses. 

This would require deliberate, per- 
severing and charitable cooperation 
on the part of all those in the C. P. B. 

9. (List of groups having special 
interests, such as authors, advertising 
agents, reviewers, dealers, and buyers 
of books). 

10. Problems for Councils: 

a. Code of ethies. 

b. Code of business practices. 

e. Outlaw practices restricting a 
wide diffusion of product ; or 
interfering with making a 
decent living. 

d. Establish advertising and 
sales policy standards, and 
discount policies, reviews, 
censorship, ete. 

e. Exchange technical informa- 
tion of advantage to whole 
industry. 

f. Arbitrate and adjust friction 
between members. 


From the foregoing rough draft, tt 
can be seen that a great deal of study 
will be required before the idea can 
advance beyond the preliminary 
stage. I am hopeful that helpful dis- 
cussion will follow. If you have ideas, 
send them in, even though you don’t 
feel you have the complete answer. 

I have had time to submit the fore- 
going to one outsider only. He wishes 
it to be understood that the following 
is an ‘‘off-the-cuff’’ reaction, and not 
a final conclusion. Editor. 

I agree that if Catholic principles 
are to be introduced into the business 
world it would see logical to expect to 
see them become effective first in 
lines of business in which Catholics 
are in the majority. 

From a hasty reading, I wonder if 
your correspondent is familiar with 
the efforts over many years of vari- 
ous trade associations, press associa- 
tion, ete., to enforce their various 
codes of Ethics, fair trade practices, 
and so on. I would suggest that these 
codes be gathered and analyzed. 


185 


I also inquire as to the authority 
for the statement that a Catholic bus- 
iness ‘‘eannot aeccept’’ ‘‘free enter- 
prise’’ and whether ‘‘rugged in- 
dividualism’’ and the ‘‘privacy of 
profits’’ are not out of place in the 
same sentence. 


I might also mention knowing many 
men not businessmen who are equally 
alarmed over ‘‘government inter- 
ference and regimentation.’’ Frank- 
ly, I think non-business men are 
even more alarmed, because they are 
outside of the argument and have 
what you might call a more neutral 
view. Businessmen have been too 
busy trying to keep things moving to 
pay enough attention to theories. 
They had better get engaged in these 
studies, or there won’t be anyone to 
do the vast work that will be required 
to make all these proposed councils 
effective. 

Your Books on TRIAL is indispensa- 
ble for keeping up with books, but I 
would like to see your reviewers and 
others give more attention to general 
problems of this kind. 


—A Businessman 





R. I. P. 


BOT’s staff of contributors was re- 
cently reduced by the death of Most 
Reverend Archbishop F. J. L. Beck- 
man, S.T.D., retired Ordinary of 
Dubuque, whose occasional but mem- 
orable reviews of current spiritual 
literature represented in themselves 
a high-water-mark of spiritual 
writing. 

Arehbishop Beckman was _ well 
known as a friend of all young people 
(he founded the Catholic Students’ 
Mission Crusade), for his courageous 
eloquence, for his electrifying initia- 
tive in the liturgical, educational and 
eultural activities of his archdiocese ; 
but perhaps his noblest talent lay in 
his mastery of the spiritual life, in his 
inspired direction of souls. It was 
from this talent that BOT profited, 
in the review of Msgr. Knox’s 
Retreat for Priests and other spiritual 
books. 


Two other deaths of interest to 
BOTM were that of Wilfrid Meynell, 
95, venerable English convert man of 
letters, immortal by reason of his dis- 
covery and unflagging encourage- 
ment of Francis Thompson; and that 
of T. A. Daly, American Catholic 
poet best known for his humorous 
Italian-dialect verses. 
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Enthusiasm Qualified 
By Judgment 


Meredith 
Siegfried Sassoon Viking, $3.50 
Reviewed by E. J. Drummond, 
S.J., Ph.D. dean, graduate 
school, Marquette University. 
If a strong revival of interest in 
Meredith takes place, Siegfried Sas- 
soon will be in part responsible. His 
biographical study is an excellent 
piece of literary workmanship. His 
Meredith is built around the works 
of that novelist; most of the chapters 
have as their focus some novel or 
book of poetry. Biographical incident 
and Meredith’s own creative writing 
are thus brought to bear directly on 
each other. All the materials have 
been gathered carefully and judicial- 
ly; the plan of construction is sound. 
The result is a warm and intelli- 
gent biography of a man of letters. 
This is no case study of a dead Vic- 
torian, no tome of facts loosely baled 
together, no invertebrate impression- 
ism reacting automatically to master- 
pieces. Here is enthusiasm qualified 
by judgment. And that judgment 
shows its nicety even in quotations. 
Not only are remarks from other stu- 
dents and erities so placed as to il- 
lumine rather than festoon the sub- 
ject, but (and this is more unusual) 
the quotations are acknowledged with 
a smiling, grateful bow. 


It is fitting that the ‘‘Comic 
Spirit’? should be allowed to gloss 
the text of a book about Meredith. A 
publisher is described as ‘‘. . . being 
that type of literary man who would 
print a famous writer’s blotting pad 
in a limited edition if he could get 
hold of it. . .’’ Judgment does not 
pace up and down with heavy feet 
in the pages of this book. 

And most certainly is there criti- 
cism. The book could not, most prob- 
ably, be cited by either Lewis or 
Tillyard as evidence for their case. 
But it could be cited, I believe, as 
belonging to the best tradition of 
English criticism. 





Minus the Dragon 


A Play of St. George 
John Masefield 
Reviewed by Rev. 
Grady. 

In this work by England’s Poet 

Laureate, there is drama, poetry, and 

a sort of meditation. Evoked in an 

atmosphere of quaintness and an- 


Maemillan, $2.00 
Thomas J. 
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From the Castle Of Obscurity 


The Pisan Cantos 

Ezra Pound New Directions, $2.75 

Reviewed by Rev. Thomas J. 

Grady. 

Caute, mein Herr, caute procedendum 
est. Ou sommes-nous? Chi lo sa? The 
hoy poloy should scram. 

Pick up some old Chinese-laundry 
slips. Find them, not obliterating the 
Chinese characters, worded across 
with broken, staggered lines of Eng- 
lish, French, Italian, Spanish, Ger- 
man, Greek, Latin and Profane. 
Search desperately for capitals, pune- 
tuation, reference, sense (down or up, 
either way—or across, | to r or r to 
1). Find yourself puzzled, intrigued, 
interested, mightily annoyed, sur- 
prised with felicity of word or line 
or sudden sharp picture. Wonder why 
you go on—through the langorous 
dark night blinded with broken light- 
ning—through the desert acrowl with 
lizards, shut up within grotesque 
buttes and malformed hills, with only 
sometimes a sky—wonder but go to 
the end and you have finished the 
Pisan Cantos. 

The Cantos are amorphus external- 
ly and internally: externally, the 





tiquity, as it gathers force the action 
grows in significance and immediate 
appositeness. 


George, a legate of the Emperor 
Diocletian, is a symbol of virtue or 
righteousness. Innocent, strong, hon- 
est, George is thrust against a proud, 
treacherous, capable, murderous pi- 
rate (who symbolizes the violent as- 
pect of evil). By personal struggle 
George rescues good people from the 
brutal tyranny of the pirate. Hardly 
are George’s wounds bound when 
the Emperor’s Proxy (who symbol- 
izes the seductive aspect of evil) ap- 
pears to offer the young hero high 
office if he will renounce the Chris- 
tian Faith—death if he will not. 
George faces death as bravely as he 
faced the pirate. Beyond the cruel 
moment of death George meets 
Christ; fair spirits lead him towards 
a land of music and light. 

The drama advances on two levels 
with clarity, strength, and that clean 
or spare beauty often characteristic 
of poets old in the art. The swordplay 
between George and the pirate is 
rousing. 

(Note: The invocation of St. John 
VI, 51, at the end, precisely applied, 
connotes erroneous exegesis and theol- 
ogy.) ' 


form is controlled only by the poet) 
sensibility ; internally, there are y 
unities of time or place; there is » 
sequence. The poet’s sensibility is ap 
preciably fine. His command of dip. 
tion is a tour de force, defeating th: 
purpose of diction with brilliance, Oy 
of a void of confusing, exotie, or rw. 
condite reference suddenly fragile, ey. 
traordinarily clear pictures emerge tj 
the surface, then sink. 


Woven through the Cantos there i 
much wry and more bitter humor, 
There are many clever and ingenioy 
turns of expression. Above all, in spit 
of the general opaqueness and fr. 
quent queerness and ug‘iness to whic) 
it leads, there is a certain illuminatiy 


independence in the use of language, Bsy 


of slang, of parenthetical doubts, e-§i 
planations, bitterness—an _ indepeni. 
ence, however, at times vitiated t 
license. 


A Fraud? 

From internal and external ev: 
dence there is reason to believe Em 
Pound unsound. But it might be the 
he is not so much unsound as a fraul 
a brilliant, erudite, ingenious fraud. 
The Cantos have their lucid moment 
their pathetic moments, their moment 
of self-defense, moments of. strikiy 
out at enemies. Their atmosphere i 
one of pride, scorn, contempt, hatred 
Pound hates the goyim—the ignorat 
masses (including every last soul wh 
does not adulate him). He hats 
Americans as barbarians and Englit 
as more of the same (since 1920, whe 
they became tired of him). He speah 
a private jargon, deliberately incor 
municative. From the castle of obseur 
ity he tramples his enemies. From & 
perience he knows he is showmi 
enough to attract attention. He fet 
a few elect will understand his spit 
if not his words. For them he shiné 
For the rest, he is perverse enougl 
to take pride in not being understool 
to insult those who might listen 
ways they won’t grasp, even to i 
those who will never listen. Hiding tl 
taper of his artistry away from mat 
kind, erushing it with scorn to bl 
bosom, he smothers it and sears li 
own heart. ‘‘What thou lov’st well® 
thy true heritage’’ he says well and 
truly in the Cantos, But he does 0 


love much. 


The Cantos are a matter of cut 
osity, for specialists only. 
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Lust for Wealth 


First Citizen 

Richard Sullivan Holt, $3.00 
Reviewed by Marion King. 

Fourth of his book-length’ narratives, 
and third to be laid in the mythical 
gall town of Baysweep, First Citizen 
tells the story of an ambitious, soul- 
less man, too shallow to evoke sym- 
pathy or sustain interest on the part 
of the reader. In relating Kingsley 
Bond’s eareer, Mr. Sullivan offers 
uly a surface picture of the man, and 
of the wife he drives to insanity by 
his cruel, unfeeling treatment. 


Seemingly aware that his rather 
entrived plot and two-dimensional 
characters could not stand on their 
own merits, the author has overlaid 
his novel with vague metaphors and 
symbols that succeed only in giving 
it a garish and melodramatic cast. 
This is manifest particularly in the 
death of Bond’s daughter in an auto 
smash-up. Bond falsifies evidence; 
forees his wife and surviving daugh- 
ter to corroborate it, collects a sizable 
insurance comany 
(whose investigators as pictured are 
wbelievably timid and stupid). This 
ation of Bond’s is repeatedly re- 
ferred to as incestuous, because he has 
- his daughter’s death unnatur- 
ally! 

Author shows greater ease in dialog 
writing than he did in earlier novels; 
and there are times when the charac- 
ter of the younger daughter almost 
comes to life. But First Citizen is by 
no means a distinguished novel. 





Histrionic Hints 


Shakespeare’s Producing Hand 
Richard Flatter Norton, $3.00 
Reviewed by Msgr. I. J. Semper, 
author, ‘‘Shakespeare Study 
Guide,’’? ‘‘Hamlet Without 
Tears.’? 


The vast majority of stage directions 
appearing in modern editions of 
Shakespeare’s plays are the work of 
the editors. In the Quartos, which 
were printed during the poet’s life- 
time, and in the First Folio, which 
was published after his death, the 
‘lage directions are few in number. 
Dr. Richard Flatter attempts to 
demonstrate that by the use of punc- 
tuation marks, metrical gaps, and 
tregularities in line division, Shake- 
Speare supplied his actors with his- 
tnonie hints bearing on pauses, ges- 
lures, and stage business. 

Is theory is not as revolutionary 
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as the  publisher’s advertisement 
would lead us to believe. In 1911 Dr. 
Perey Simpson issued his Shakespear- 
ian Punctuation, in which he argued 
that Shakespeare used punctuation 
marks and capital letters to instruct 
the actors how to speak their lines. 
Later investigation, however, dis- 
closed that not all of the poet’s 
dramas have come down to us with 
dramatic pointing, - 

As regards irregularities of line 
division, Dr. Dover Wilson, in his 
facsimile edition of the First Folio 
Macbeth (1928), drew attention to 
the fact that the printing of a blank- 
verse line as two half lines, which 
editors of the past attributed to care- 
lessness on Shakespeare’s part or to 
the ignorance of,.compositors, was 
often a device of the playwright to 
warn the actor to introduce a dra- 
matie pause or some necessary bit of 
stage business. Nevertheless, he 
warned that many of the split lines 
in the Folio text, far from serving 
any dramatic purpose, are simply in- 
correctly distributed. 

Dr. Flatter adduces striking exam- 
ples to show that Shakespeare fre- 
quently put his stage directions, not 
between brackets as do modern play- 
wrights, but in the_text itself. His 
book possesses a special interest for 
the actors and the directors of 
Shakespeare’s plays. 





The Meek Shall Inherit 
Zofia Kossak 
Reviewed by 
Giesselmann. 


This is an historical novel set in 17th 
century Poland. Within this frame, it 
is the story, developed from authentic 
sourees, of a Polish nobleman who 
becomes a saint. 


The hero, Casimir, arrogant but 
sensitive to good influences, is the 
only son and heir of Glebocki, a rich 
and bountiful manor, affianced to a 
hard beauty, and envied by his 
portion-less cousin Constanty. 

Early in the story a strolling troupe 
entertains the Glebocki nobility with 
a play based on the life of St. Alex- 
ius, the emperor’s son who leaves 
fiancee and father’s palace to return 
as a beggar, preferring to inherit the 
land that Christ promised to the 
meek. The play that set Casimir’s 
mind questioning, and subsequent 
talks with Father (St.) Andrew Bo- 
bola, martyr and patron of Poland 
fictionized from life, have cast the 
pattern, so to speak,-for the reader. 
While he is not surpised that this 


Roy, $3.00 
Mary Toomey 
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young nobleman follows the hard road 
to sanctity nor that that road is St. 
Alexius’ road, there is enough of the 
magical story-spinning art of the an- 
cients here to keep him richly enter- 
tained. 


Reader is given a dispassionate pic- 
ture of the hard lot of the peasants 
and the honor of the proud and often 
eruel nobility. There is an intensity 
about this novel that recalls Chester- 
ton’s characterization of the spirit of 
this country—‘‘the fire of Poland’’. 





RELATIVITY 


**T overheard an extraordinary piece of 
blasphemy from a young twenty-year-old 
platinum blonde at the War Office bar the 
other day. ‘Of course, no one would mind 
being crucified for the sins of the whole 
world,’ she said, ‘but just having to serub 
the steps for Auntie—I ask you!’ ’’ 

—From ‘‘With Love, Peter’’ 
by Christopher Hollis 


(McMullen, $2.50) 
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More Bark--- 
Off the Golden Bough 


The Myth of the Magus 

E. M. Butler Maemillan, $3.75 

Reviewed by Thomas 8S. Bowdern, 

S.J., Ph.D., National Headquar- 

ters Staff, The Sodality of Our 

Lady. 

Miss Butler in her introduction gives 
seven reasons why her book will ‘‘ap- 
pear shallow and crude.’’ I fear I 
agree with all of them. 

She is a Professor of German in 
Cambridge University, England. It 
is not surprising, then, that she 
should set out to study Faust and 
diseuss his place in the history of 
magic. But she adopts the mistaken 
principle of The Golden Bough that 
there is no truth to the supernatural 
and that religion in all its manifesta- 
tions ean be reduced to merely 
natural explanations. Then she con- 
tradicts this viewpoint by discussing 
the devil as though she believed in 
him. 

The author speaks at length of 25 
wonder-workers, making little or no 
distinction between Christ and all the 
others or between Moses, Solomon, 
Friar Bacon and Zoroaster, Simon 
Magus, Merlin, Faust, Madame 
Blavatsky and Rasputin. She accepts 
legend as gospel and The Gospel as 
legend. Her introductory essay is 
quite good but her subsequent treat- 
ment of many of her magicians runs 
into complete confusion. 

In the long, long history of man 
and his efforts to find security, hap- 
piness and God the story of magic and 
magicians is not unworthy of the best 
some properly qualified scholar can 
give it. But, my dear Miss Butler, 
that scholar will have to be expert in 
the seven fields where you say you 
know so little. 





Towards Confederation 
of Western Europe 


The West at Bay 
Barbara Ward 
Reviewed by Thomas P. Neill, 
Ph.D., department of history, 


Norton, $3.50 


St. Louis University; author, 
‘“Weapons for Peace’’ and forth- 
coming ‘‘Makers of the Modern 
Mind.’’ 
The successful promotion of Miss 
Ward’s book, which has entered the 
best-seller lists, is encouraging proof 
that publishers can sell good books 
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when they try. For The West at Bay 
is a good book, one of the few books 
about the contemporary crisis worth 
the time required to read it. 

Miss Ward is well qualified to 
write such a book. She was educated 
at continental and English universi- 
ties; for the last decade she has been 
foreign editor for the influential 
“conomist ; meanwhile she has achiev- 
ed high reputation as a lecturer and 
an independent writer. (Note: She 
is also one of England’s most articu- 
late Catholics.—Ed.) 

Thesis of Miss Ward’s book is that 
the countries of Western Europe 
must unite or perish. She shows how 
the Western countries of Europe lost 
their economic and political predomi- 
nance in the last 50 years, how Amer- 
ica and Russia have emerged from 
the last war as the great powers of 
the world. She then argues that 
Western Europe can regain its posi- 
tion only if the various independent 
states unite to form a single sovereign 
power. Such a regional union would 
not interfere with the bigger aims of 
a UN. 

American readers might be an- 
noyed by Miss Ward’s British point 
of view, but they would do well to 
examine her proposals on their merits 
—for Miss Ward’s approach to this 
problem is the sanest this reader has 
yet seen. 

Although The West at Bay is con- 
cerned mostly with economic prob- 
lems, the author is wise enough to 
point out that political and spiritual 
issues cannot be ignored. She does 
well, too, in keeping her eye on the 
ultimate object of Western unifica- 
tion without overlooking the many 
difficulties at hand. She has given us 
one of the clearest pictures of how 
the world has arrived at its present 
sorry state. Miss Ward is at her best 
in presenting intricate economic and 
social problems in such a way that 
any attentive reader can understand 
them. 





FOOTBALL 


The Big Game: 
Army vs. Notre Dame 1913-1947 


Jim Beach and Daniel Moore 
Random, $3.00 


The Big Nine 
Howard Roberts Putnam, $3.00 
Reviewed by Richard Butler, 
O.P. 

Two more books re-cover colorful 

sports classics. Beach and Moore, re- 
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spectively commentator and fan of 
football frays, both competent pr. 
fessional writers, make a scintillating 
survey of ‘‘the big game’’ between 
Army and Notre Dame during the 
34 years these great teams occupied 
the No. 1 spot on the nation’s ap. 
nual football schedule. With fresh 
and racy style, they recall each game 
play-by-play and take time to dis. 
eount false legends that have acerned 
with the passing years. Thirty-two 
pages of photographs vividly illus. 
trate their brilliant reporting. 
Howard Roberts, after a similar 
treatment of The Chicago Bears, 
turns his sportsecope on 50 years of 
football in the Western Conferenee, 
His coverage is thorough and high. 
lights stars and coaches who have 
been the big men of ‘‘the big nine”, 
His style is unadorned, simple 
straight reporting; lacks the lustre 
that might attract the disinterested 
reader. But alumni of ‘‘the big 
nine’’, with their countless fans, will 
find a complete and factual coverage 
here of the big game in the mid-west, 





Candid Observations 
As We See Russia 


Members Overseas Press Club of Ameria 
Dutton, $3.75 


The contributions of 25 U.S. corr. 
spondents, this collection is perhaps 
as free from bias and misrepresents 
tion as any book on the subject. 

Some see hope and promise in Ru- 
sia; some see little reason for op. 
timism ; others adopt a middle-of-the- 
road position. The authors lived ant 
worked as reporters in Russia or ll 
Russian zones of occupation. Each 
writer was selected because of th 
special information he had at his dis 
posal, and each seemingly wrote & 
truthfully as possible. 

It is disturbing to note that mos 
of them are in agreement with Jose! 
Israels, who concluded his artide 
with these remarks: ‘‘Those of B 
who lived through the Hitler war d 
nerves before the actual outbreak of 
war see lots of parallels in the Stali 
war of nerves. It’s push, push, Pp 
against the Americans. A little mom 
and a little more, and it’s quite 
vious to the Russians that they 
get a lot without a fight. . . . I haven 
met any American who wants it 
lead to war, and I don’t think tht 
Russians want it to lead to wa, 
either. But I think they would pr 
ably rather have a war than resig 
themselves to anything less 
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jominance of all Europe, if not the 
whole world, in the future.’’ 

If these observations are true and 
reasonable, two plain questions must 
he answered. One is: How did we get 
into this mess? The other is: What do 
we do next ? 

—Paul Kiniery, Ph.D.., 
Loyola University. 















Not For the Novelist 


Something Gleamed 
Theda Kenyon Messner, $3.00 


This professes to be a carefully docu- 
mented novel based upon careful re- 
garch and serious examination of 
Americana. It is possible that the sor- 
lid details developed in the plot are 
based on actual facts, all of which 
could be substantiated by records. 
But facts do not add up to literature. 

It is the story of a Kensington girl 
of good birth and breeding who is 
shanghied in London and brought to 
America with prostitutes, mad wom- 
a, and volunteers from prison, to 
live in squalor and filth outside York- 
town serving the good pleasure of the 
British soldiers in need of women as 
rlief from strain of fighting the 
American rebels. 

Little is left to the imagination. 
The book is sensationally graphie and 
wowded with scenes of violence and 
horror. Obviously there are phases of 
history better left untouched by the 
novelist. Not recommended. 

—D.V. 




















































































































Marriage: Modern Style 


The Welcome 

Hubert Creekmore A-C-C, $3.00 

Reviewed by Rev. Francis X. 

Canfield, Sacred Heart Semin- 

ary, Detroit. 

An acquaintance, who qualifies as 
being au courant, recently remarked 
that ‘‘it rarely happens that a book 
bya modern author makes much dif- 
ference one way or another.’’ After 
tading The Welcome, I understand 
what he means. 

Attempting to mirror the emptiness 
of modern married life in a little 
(wn in Mississippi, this novel seems 
0 pivot on the principle that small- 
wn marriages are something of a 
Nirvana in which hopes and aspira- 
lons and dreams are stifled and 
throttled for life. 

As far as the reader can observe 
tm the actions of these characters, 
tir mutual happiness seems to rest 
® the physical satisfactions of mar- 
ned life. At least, it is this phase of 
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their union that is glorified by the 
author. There is no reference to a 
divine plan or purpose in marriage, 
or even in life as a whole. God is 
introduced but only as an expletive 
or figure of speech. 

The story ereaks and limps along 
for 307 pages. There is no real cli- 
max; it just stops. And most of the 
characters speak their lines like high 
school thespians. 





The Hollywood Impact 


Scarlet Cockerel 

Garald Lagard Morrow, $3.50 

Reviewed by Rev. Mark Barron, 

0.P. 

Some 15 years ago a now-defunct 
British Catholic quarterly, Colosseum, 
pointed out the impact Hollywood 
has been allowed to exert upon con- 
temporary civilization. 

From the design of its dust jacket 
to its last sentence, Scarlet Cockerel 
manifests how all-pervasive that im- 
pact has become. Although this less- 
than-average rental-library novel does 
not boast a luscious lady looming out 
of a background of leering lords or 
landlords on its cover, the make-up of 
Fae Bishop (one doubts that any 
heroine of pre-Civil War vintage 
would have been so christened) is 
reminiscent of the artistry of the 
brothers Westmore. 

But no doubt Mr. Lagard would 
prefer that his book be estimated by 
its content rather than by its cover. 
Unfortunately, even here there is 
little to commend. Its one abortive 
attempt at fuzzy philosophy on ‘‘the 
American way of life’’ ends in the 
theft of a nice new pair of boots 
from a naturalized Englishman, killed 
for his loyalty to the American 
Union. 





IVA 


David Lilienthal: Public Servant 
Willson Whitman Holt, $3.00 


Not much has been heard of late about 
the Chairman of the U. S. Atomic 
Energy Commission, an appointment 
achieved by Mr. Lilienthal only after 
a bitter attack on his alleged sym- 
pathy for left-wingers while TVA 
chairman—charges which Miss Whit- 
man thinks absurd, and it is to be 
hoped she is right. 

This book is the story of Lilien- 
thal’s work in public service during 
a quarter century. It is not necessary 
to believe in the philosophy behind 
TVA to appreciate his skill and 
achievement, 
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The author evidently believes that 
Lilienthal was opposed because indus- 
try felt it had the right to tell the 
government what to do. For some peo- 
ple, his would be enough to damn in- 
dustry, but it is far from the whole 
story. There should be no reason for 
imputing insincerity to men of prac- 
tical experience just because they ob- 
ject to following the lead of politi- 
clans. 

Mr. Lilienthal, for all we can see, 
is entitled to praise as a distinguished 
citizen. His biographer is probably 
over-enthusiastic, but should not be 
judged by her literary style . . . which 
is the least important consideration 
in books of this kind. 





FRANK SHEED 


The Guest-Room Book 
‘*assembled’’ by F. J. Sheed 

S & W, $3.50 
A nice browsing-piece, containing un- 
usual items like St. Augustine on St. 
Moniea’s death, Leon Bloy’s letters 
to his fiancee, some good humor from 
J. B. (‘‘in the steps of—’’) Morton. 
Harder to characterize than most an- 
thologies, because Mr. Sheed is harder 
to characterize than most men; it is 
in all a very unexpected and bumpy 
sort of book, full of peaks of illumi- 
nation and a few troughs, too (for the 
lowbrows, no doubt). You will like 
especially the few quotes from Aqui- 
nas. 


Religious Bookweek 


The first four titles reeommended 
by the National Council of Christians 
and Jews as ‘‘Books of Catholic In- 
terest’’ for emphasis during Religious 
Book Week, were selections of The 
Thomas More Book Club. These are: 

A Catholic Reader, an anthology 
dedicated to St. Thomas More, $3.50. 

The Church Today: Growth or De- 
cline (now being reprinted), $2.00. 

Communism and the Conscience of 
the West, by Fulton Sheen (now be- 
ing translated into Chinese), $2.50. 

The Dry Wood, by Caryll House- 
lander ( a stunning novel), $3.00 

(Any of these titles, ays ‘‘The 
Thomas More’’, will be shipped post- 
paid at the prices shown; discounts to 
Book Club members. ) 





Gods underground, by Father 
George and Greta Palmer is a Feb- 
ruary selection of the THOMAS 
MORE BOOK CLUB. 


190 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 


For Growing Pains of ‘Terrible Teens” 


A Girl Grows Up 
Ruth Fedder 


Letters to Jane 
Gladys Denny Shultz Lippincott, $2.75 


Reviewed by Teresa Sweetser 

Preston, mother of siz. 

Girls ask, ‘‘Why do I act as I do? 
What does it mean to grow up?’’ In 
A Girl Grows Up an experienced 
girl-cousellor helps them to find the 
answers. A few chapters on personal- 
ity development seem pretty steep for 
teen-agers, but the rest is easier and 
exceedingly worthwhile: a fine chap- 
ter on boy-and-girl relationships, full 
of ideas and ideals; one on leisure 
time; and a wonderful final chapter 
urging a girl, first, to evolve a phi- 
losophy, a goal, and then to make a 
life-long job of working at it. 

A Catholie author might have ex- 
pressed it differently, but is what a 
Catholic girl should hear, just the 
same. Her philosophy and goal are 
so much bigger than anything she 
could evolve, and she needs this in- 
spiration to persevere all her life to 
make it work in the world around her 
... The pen drawings of lovely smil- 
ing highschool girls make it an un- 
usually attractive book. 

Letters to Jane, a widely-discussed 
series first published in the Ladies 
Home Journal, spotlights only one 
phase of the maturing girl’s life— 
that of boy-girl relationships, or dat- 
ing behavior. This will no doubt be 
a popular book; so it is well that the 
advice given is so sound. 


A Natural Ethic 

The book fills a need, since par- 
ents often fail to give the counsel a 
girl needs as she begins her dating 
career, and since girls today have new 
and serious problems: — increasing 
moral laxness, the ‘‘eult of sex’’ 
thrown at them continually, practical 
freedom from chaperonage, automo- 
biles . . . Mrs. Shultz says that ‘‘sex 
mistakes can be so devastating. . . 
Let’s not be afraid any longer to say 
it’? And she really says it. Finishng 
this book, a girl will know all the 
natural reasons for not ‘‘dallying 
around with the sex emotions. ”’ 

The great fault of this book (re- 
butted very wonderfully in the maga- 
zine articles by ‘‘A Catholic Moth- 
er’’) is its basic tmplication that 
‘‘morals’’ are just an accumulation 
of the experience of the human race, 


Whittlesey rev., $2.75 


instead of fixed laws given the race 
by its Maker for tts own safety. 

In comparing the two authors’ ad- 
vice on dating, I re-read Dorothy Fre- 
mont Grant’s So!' You Want to Get 
Married (which ® still THE book 
to give to girls), and its almost amus- 
ing, how solidly the three stand on 
the side of the angels. It is the spirit- 
ual reasons for the advice which dif- 
ferentiate the books: Mrs. Shultz al- 
most apologizes for introducing any- 
thing of the spirit at all, and it turns 
out to be more sentiment than spirit. 
Miss Fedder emphasizes the ‘‘ peace, 
freedom and glory’’ of findng love, 
and advances the idea of discipline 
and suffering as well as happiness in 
married life. But Mrs. Grant joyously 
flaunts the spiritual basis for her 
book: ‘A couple’s love for each other 
must spring from their love of God.’’ 





IRISH FOLKWAYS 


Tales My Father Told 


Agnes Campbell 
(il. Richard Kennedy) 


~ « - —-— 


Whittlesey, $2.00 





A delightful collection of Irish fairy 
tales told with a gentle whimsicality 
that will delight the children who 
read them or the adult who reads 
them aloud to younger children. It is 
a book to be relished by all age levels, 
though decidedly aimed at the middle- 
grade child. 

The ethereal quality of fairy land 
is captured in the drawings which ac- 
company the stories, and the magic of 
moonlight, fairy meadows, mist, 
mountains and lake are fitting back- 
ground for leprechauns, Saint Kevin, 
Giant Finn McCool, charming old 
Katie and Matt’s Ned, and the very 
real and entirely lovable small Eily 
and Shauneen. The adventures of 
these flesh and blood children are shot 
through with strange happenings. All 
of them, of course, end satisfactorily, 
and no one can say it was not the 
wee folk who.untangled the knots, 
though there is always the possibility 
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of perfectly natural causes’ being y. 
hind the happy ending. 

The tongue in cheek realism of th 
narrator leaves it an open question 
and even small children will cate, 
the spirit for, ‘‘ You never know aboyt 
the fairies.’’ 













Secret of the Bog 

Eugenia Stone 

(il. Christine Price) 
A charming book of an oldtime Tris) 
village in the manner of the Celtic 
revival, William Butler Yeats, and 
Finian’s Rainbow. 

There is no question about the 
authenticity of setting, of character, 
of plot, and the indefinable flavor of 
Irish metaphor. Eugenia Stone knows 
her Ireland, but this reviewer won 







Holiday, $235 
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The deep-rooted faith of the Irish | = 
the easy familiarity with the dear vi 
Mother of God, and the aura f§™ 
prayer that so shoots through ordi § 
ary speech as to become almost idio § ™ 
matic, is missing. The wee people arf‘! 
there to put a spell on big Clon and lo 
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Tomorrow’s medical scientists read 
find in this book inspiration, encowt § “ler 
agement and challenge, for it relate § ur 
the research work of men such #§ Une 
Alexander Fleming, Ernest Fourne#l, 8 dh 
Selamn A. Waksman and others the 
have provided us with our newt * 






weapons in the war on disease: pe 












the 
Mn, 
ich 
ut 


December-January, 1948-49 





dllin, sulfanilamide, streptomycin, 
blood plasma, DDT, to mention only 
afew. Each discovery was a real ad- 
yenture and Miss Eberle succeeds in 
making us realize this. The scientific 
explanations are clear and the biog- 
raphies of the scientists warm, human, 
and entertaining. In addition, the 
advantages which result when men of 
various countries work together for 





























































































































if the common good is evident and 
.. B should impress the young reader with 
ih the necessity of living the doctrine of 
os the brotherhood of man. 
mF (12 up) 
the 
ers, 
‘of # Mystery Nature Stories 
m Mary Adrian Rinehart, $2.00 
i Mary Adrian’s book contains a dozen 
nature stories for children six to ten. 
‘sh Each is a mystery at the bottom of 
i which is some not so well known fact 
af in nature. The range of animal sub- 
‘. jects 18 wide enough to please all 
dip. ates, for it includes chipmunks, 
ya quirrels, birds, spiders, ants, deer, 
ber dog, fish, snakes and even skunks. 
ald There is real suspense and surprise 
Tis in tracking down the Witch of the 
heh Woods, the Butcher Bird, and the 
pd Mysterious Blue Tail. This is a book 
is with which young readers will spend 
in wany enjoyable hours, and from 
id which they will acquire much useful 
‘ fy ad interesting information. The six 
it of full page black-and-white illustrations 
ia provide additional interest. 
dn (Intermediate ) 
a 
gen 
; ” Stories in Rocks 
nn Henry Lionel Williams Holt, $3.00 
Rug t is unfortunate that the author 
com Wakes such statements as ‘‘. . . liv- 
cou Ug things came first from rocks’’ 
(page 6), and ‘‘. . . we do not yet 
inow where that (life) came from or 
low it began’’ (p. 12). Mr. Williams 
leaves out entirely the true beginning 
lespite the fact that Revelation does 
idl, Bt ask us to deny anything that 
igh Bence has confirmed. Aside from 
this, Stories in Rocks is a direct and 
liscinating account of the origin of 
ys) the earth and its treasures. Any 
wil § "der even mildly interested in earth 
cour # “lence will be intrigued with this ac- 
elats § “unt of voleanoes, rock types, fossils, 
ch #§ Wnerals and gems, coal and oil. It 
neat, Sdramatic and engaging, but hardly 
g ww Ete proper start for young Catholic 
jeologists. 
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SOME ‘‘ENTERTAING’”’ BOOKS.. 


Party Fun 

Sheila John Daly D M, $2.00 

(wu. Selma Burgess) 

Reviewed by Sister M. Hester, 

NSN.D. 

Whetler you are a teen-ager, a 
teacher of teen-agers or a parent of 
teen-agers. Party Fun is your book. It 
is without question the best thing of 
iis kind to appear in recent years. 
Sheila John knows how to give a par- 
ty; she knows too that variety is 
more than the spice of life to adoles- 
cents—it is a must, and she has 
crowded her book of party ideas with 
enough variety to take any normal 
group of youngsters through the 
teens and out of them. 

It is a practical handbook, and Miss 
Daly leaves nothing to the imagination. 
Details of invitations, decorations, en- 
tertainment, refreshments, prizes— 
they’re all there and both amusing 
and different. And, what is probably 
the most attractive feature about the 
book in the eyes of the parents, who 
in the long run, pay for their young- 
sters’ entertainment, is the reason- 
ableness of suggestions and the econ- 
omy suggested. None of the parties 
should run into money, though they 
all sound like fun. 

A few of the ideas made this re- 
viewer raise her eyebrows. In the 
plans for a Sadie Hawkins Day Shin- 
dig the girls are told to ‘‘dress Dog- 
patch style in variations of Daisy 
Mae’s black skirt and polka dot 
blouse’’. Daisy Mae’s costume as Al 
Capp created it certainly does not 
conform to the norms of Christian 
modesty. One wonders, too, about the 
advisability of ‘‘Tropical Juliets can 
wear gay sarongs or hula skirts’’ . . 
and, ‘‘ Here’s a change for your guests 
to let go in their own interpretations 
of the hula or other native dances.”’ 





Fun-to-Do 

Jerome S. Meyer Dutton, $2.95 
This 219 page book, attractive in for- 
mat and illustrated by line drawings, 
will appeal to the adult problem, 
quiz, and word-puzzle fan with time 
on his hands. 

The first of the three sections is 
devoted to brain-busters and odd lit- 
tle-known problems—a sort of intel- 
lectual freak-show. Section two is 
composed of quizzes into which the 
author has endeavored to inject con- 
siderable novelty—a difficult assign- 
ment. The third section is for the 
cross-word puzzle addict—although 
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no eross-word puzzles are ineluded. 
Instead, new approaches to word-puz- 
zles challenge the reader. 

—Joe Palen 





Fun, Incorporated 
Jeanne Lenton Tracey 

(il. Jay Norwood) 
As its author states, this is a handbook 
for teen centers. The book lays out 
blueprints for planning, organizing 


Bobbs, $2.50 





and operating successful teen age 
centers, and is not ashamed to des- 
cend to specific details. Examples of 
plans which have been tried and 
found helpful by other teen centers 
give reality to the suggestions. 

For teen-agers interested in the 
establishment of a center, but be- 
wildered by the difficulties involved, 
there are step-by-step instructions 
with prudent and periodic warnings 
on the inadvisability of attempting a 
center without adult community back- 
ing. 

Teen centers are obviously not a 
substitute for a home. But in the 
present housing shortages and small 
overcrowded apartments they may 
well be the solution, at least tempor- 
arily, to the need of youth for a place 
for creative recreation. 

A satisfactory guide book. 

—Sister Mary Hester, 8S.S.N.D. 





Now You're Cookin’ 


Margaret Gossett & Mary Elting 
(il. Jeanne Burdick) West, $2.50 


Reviewed by Beatrice Hector, 15- 

year-old Immaculate High (Chi- 

cago) student. 
Now You’re Cookin’ is full of recipes 
and menus specially designed to suit a 
teen’s taste. Any teen making a debut 
in the kitchen will find this attractive 
book not only useful but fun to fol- 
low. Lunch before the game, supper 
on a tray, anything from a benefit to 
a double dinner date are amusingly 
explained and pictured. 

Count on Now You’re Cookin’ for 
delightful suggestions and helpful 
marketing tips. 
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Two Musicals 
Reviewed by Sister Marie 
Thomas, O.P. 


Verdi, Force of Destiny 
Dena Humphreys (il. Hans Mueller) 
Holt, $3.50 
The latest in the Holt Musical Biog- 
raphy Series for young people, this 
is a distinguished successor to the 
author’s earlier work on Mendelssohn. 
Verdi, as a subject for biography, 
has been somewhat neglected by 
writers in English, although two ex- 
cellent works have appeared within 
the last decade. He is unique among 
musicians not so much for the length 
of his life (born in 1813, he died in 
1901) as for the abnormal span of his 
productive period, and the unim- 
paired vigor, imagination and crafts- 
manship with which he continued to 
compose even to his 80th year. This 
glorious record is sympathetically por- 
trayed by the author so as to create 
in the mind of the young reader a 
just notion of the sort of greatness 
that may be imitated as well as ad- 
mired. 


More than the usual amount of 
care and scholarship has gone into the 
preparation of this book. It is factu- 
ally exact, equipped with notes on 
sourees, stories of the operas, com- 
plete lists of Verdi’s works and avail- 
able recordings, and a thorough in- 
dex. Illustrations are pleasing and 
appropriate. Designed for ages 12-16, 
it is equally suitable for older readers. 





Frederic Chopin: Early Years 
Opal Wheeler (il. Christine Price) 
Dutton, $2.75 
This attractive book for the inter- 
mediate-level music lover tells the 
story of the childhood and youth of 
the great Polish genius up to the 
time of his first Vienna successes. The 
narrative is lively and imaginative, 
stressing in a very appealing way the 
twin loves of Chopin’s heart—nature 
and fatherland. 

Print and binding are of excellent 
quality, and the illustrations admir- 
able. The end papers deserve special 
mention for their charm. One might 
question the practical value of the 
musical illustrations to children of 
this age group, but for the child who 
finds musie a delight and a necessity, 
the book may be considered a most de- 
sirable gift. 
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More Canine Characters 


Raff 

F. E. Rechnitzer Winston, $2.50 

Reviewed by Richard Butler, O.P. 
The familiar plot line of boy-meets- 
dog-loses-dog-gets-dog take on special 
excellence in this skillfully styled 
story by Rechnitzer. It’s an old 
theme with a new look. 

Raff is an English setter, the priz- 
ed possession of Bruce, 16-year-old 
son of the owner of Happydale Ken- 
nels. After an automobile accident, 
Raff is separated from his young 
master and roams through the hands 
of a variety of deftly-drawn charact- 
ers: a brutal oafish boy, a comic germ- 
obsessed suburhkanite, a kind restau- 
ranteur, a gang of dog-snatching 
racketeers and a pathetic young hobo. 

Exhausting his colorful character- 
izations, the author contrives a weak 
chance-reunion between boy and dog 
and then, unnecessarily, has Raff win 
the inevitable national championship 
at the field runs for setters. Despite 
this conventional close, the story is a 
fresh, live, colorful tale, morally 
sound and artistically superior. (Old- 
er boys). 





Toughy 

Harold McCracken Lippincott, $2.50 
This is a true account of the Stoll- 
McCracken Arctic Expedition spon- 
sored by the American Museum of 
Natural History) deseribed through 
the reactions of a city-bred bulldog 
that accompanied the explorers. For- 
tunately, the figure of Toughy, a 
rather restricted medium, retreats in- 
to the background as the author nar- 
rates his interesting tale of high ad- 
venture. Mr. MeCracken has five 
other books of a similar nature to his 
eredit. He writes well, although he 
finishes this story rather abruptly, as 
if anxious to be acquitted of his task. 
Young teen-agers definitely will like 
this entertaining and informative 
account, (Older boys). R. B. 





White Boots 
Helen Orr Watson 

(il. Marie C. Nicols) 
An engaging little Boston Terrier 
spends a year in Puerto Rico, search- 
ing for her master. She aids many 
unhappy natives and we are shown 
a eross-section of life on the island. 
The chapter ‘‘Off to School’’ will give 
young americanos a warmer appre- 
ciation of their educational oppor- 


H M, $2.50 
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tunities. But the Puerto Ricans’ »,. 
ligion could have been better handled 
from the inside. One instance of 
superstitious devotion to the saints 
implies that all devotion to the saints 
is supertitious, (Intermediate) 
—Priscilla Witt 














Wolf, A Range Dog 


Thomas C. Hinkle Morrow, $2.00 
Wolf, a big dog with grey hair and 
a white ring around his neck, left 
home one cold winter day in seareh 
of food. When he got back, his master 
had left for the south where it was 
warm. So Wolf was all alone to look 
out for himself. While searching for 
food he was captured by a trapper 
and mistreated. He escaped, and soon 
after met a young cowboy who wo 
his friendship after many overtures 

Although the author tends to give 
the dog the same reasoning power as 
that of man, he has written a very 
interesting book depicting the strug- 
gle of wild animals of the forest to 
keep alive during the hard winter. 
(Older Boys) 

—Charles Flemming, sopho- 
more, Central Catholic 
High School, South Bend. 






























Gay 

Margaret S. Johnson (il. author) 

Morrow, $2.00 

Reviewed by Mary E, Carr 
Several sudden seares leave a hant- 
some Sheltie with courage under 
mined and inherited ability stunted 
Teen-aged Jean, bewildered by the 
death of her mother, is given the 
frightened puppy as a pet. Patiently 
she rebuilds confidence and couragt 
in the dog—and finds she has -de 
veloped the same sterling qualities 

The gentle story and_ beautiful 
etchings illustrating it will prove 4 
joy for all who like ‘‘man’s bel 
friend’’—and heartening reassurale 
for any tyke who is secretly wort! 
that his fear of being a coward is fatt 
While reading ‘‘Gay’’ to her darlings 
every alert mother will become mot 
poignantly aware of the need a ch 
has for praise and encouragemem; 
and the far greater responsibility sM 
has to exercise love and patience ™ 
fostering the potentialities of th 
human miracles in her care 
charge. 
(Intermediate up) 
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Older Boys 
Junior Conjuring 
More Fun with Magic 
Joseph Leeming Lippincott, $2.50 
(il. Jessie Robinson) 
Reviewed by Joe Palen, well- 
known professional magician. 
There is much to commend in this at- 
tractively illustrated and pleasantly 
arranged book for the young conjurer. 
The necessary explanations are writ- 
een in easy-to-understand style and 
are augmented by clear illustrations 
—important in a book of this nature. 

Many fine tricks are outlined, the 
properties for which can be made at 
home or purchased at little cost. Ef- 
fects requiring expensive equipment 
are avoided, but professional magi- 
cians will recognize some items from 
their repertoires. The important as- 
pects of presentation and showman- 
ship are stressed and useful hints in 
programming are given. 

The art of magic makes a fascinat- 
ing—and often profitable hobby, and 
this book will give a boy or girl of 
upper grade or highschool age a fine 
start on a splendid hobby. 


The Far Distant Bugle 

Loring Mackaye L G, $2.50 

Reviewed by Sister Loretto Ma- 

re, C.D.P., Academy Notre 

Dame of Providence, Newport, 

Ky. 

“Out where the West begins,’’ Uncle 
Jack Robinson is out to make a civil- 
ied man of his foundling, high- 
strung Joe Littlebee. Process involves 
a “white-collar’’ job at U.S. Fort 
Bridger, Utah territory; official, but 
seret, scouting for outlaws; entan- 
glement in Western repercussions of 
Civil War; and—completion of the 
tivilizing process—diseovery and ar- 
tval of a long-lost, cultured mother 
from the East. 

For boys this well-written, fast- 
moving book has everything—mys- 
try, adventure, fighting, Indians, 
outlaws, horses. Unconsciously they 
will also absorb ideals of character 
and friendship. 

Marring an otherwise excellent 
Jwenile is the subplot: separation of 
inend Dick’s father and mother over 
their differences about the Civil War. 
Their decision is lauded as noble 
fidelity to conscience, and the story 
mds without their being reunited. 
Nothing is said of fidelity to mar- 
huge vows or duty to the child, as the 
ftther, a U.S. Army officer, deserts 
my, wife and son. on the lawless 
frontier to go fight for the South. 
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Trumpets at the Crossroads 

Nathan Reinhertz Crowell, $3.00 
For the teen-age lad of today this 
tale of 13th-century life in England 
is teeming with thrills. The author’s 
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account of mediaeval life in times of 
peace and of war, the hardihood and 
heroism of Francis, an apprentice 
hammersmith, the cruel greed of 
Baron Hubert, the staunch loyalty of 
the people of Duneaster to their guild 
leaders are just a few of the many 
details which make this tale of ad- 
venture a true picture of feudal Eu- 
rope five centuries ago. Interest is 
so well sustained that the reader 
wishes to complete the book in one 
sitting. The illustrations contribute 
much to the attractiveness of the 
book and a elearer picture of the 
times. Junior highschool boys and 
girls will enjoy the book immensely. 


—Sister Mary Amarella, 
O.S.F.,. MCA. 





Fielder from Nowhere 

Jackson Scholz Morrow, $2.50 
The recent death of Babe Ruth and 
the movie of his life have focused at- 
tention on baseball, the national pas- 
time of fun-loving Americans. Fielder 
from Nowhere is a baseball story with 
the personal problem of the here in- 
tertwined with his attempt to break 
into organized baseball as a rookie 
without minor league experience. 

The tale is well told and will ap- 
peal to boys from 12 to 16. Observing 
students of the game of baseball may 
detect a trace of similarity to the Babe 
Ruth pattern: an underprivileged 
youth makes good. 

—Bro. James Alpheus, F.S.C. 
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Chains for Columbus 


Alfred Powers Westminster, $2.50 
(il. Ralph Ray, Jr.) 

Adventures on land and sea, tortur- 
ers of the Inquisition, grandiose and 
avaricious Spaniards in the Old and 
New Worlds, unjustly treated na- 
tives, warring Aztecs, wild boas and 
venomous reptiles—make Chains for 
Columbus a story packed with the 
thrills eager American boys and girls 
of the ‘‘ Western-blood-and-thunder’’ 
relish. 

Though possessing a rich, colorful 
background, the book is more an ex- 
citing story than a strictly historic 
novel. Moreover, the title may be a 
little misleading, as the main charac- 
ter is not the gallant Columbus but 
15-year-old Francisco Perez, former 
gunpowder apprentice to Bernardo 
Cruz at Cadiz. Perez becomes in- 
volved with Columbus and even 
wears his chains, in the plot of this 
gripping narrative. 

—Sister Ann Charles, C.D.P. 





Tournament Forward 

C. Paul Jackson Crowell, $2.50 
Today athletics constitute an import- 
ant element in practically every school 
curriculum. More than that they are 
an important factor in the lives of 
school children—especially, those of 
high school age. 

Tournament Forward presents the 
problems of the adolescent engaged in 
games, and what is more, the solution 
of those problems. Librarians and 
teachers in search of a boy’s story 
that is appealing, as well as entertain- 
ing, will find in Tournament Forward 
a story of gripping interest for even 
the retarded reader, especially if he 
has a yen for sports and particularly 
basketball. 

—Bro. James Alpheus, F.S.C. 





Christian Brothers 


Flying Wing Mystery 

Alan Gregg Doubleday, $2.00 

Reviewed by James S, Nelson. 
An exciting story about the adven- 
tures of two men of the United States 
Border Patrol. When Reed Conroy 
and Inspector Ramsay of the Border 
Patrol set off to investigate the re- 
port concerning the landing of a 
mysterious plane, they had no idea 
that the ship was an ultra-modern 
flying wing. The aircraft took off 
with Conroy and Ramsay aboard. 
Thus began the adventure which was 
destined to take the two patrolmen 
half-way around the world and back 
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again. The story begins slowly and 
gradually builds to a rapid pace. On 
the whole the book is an enjoyable 
one for boys of highschool age. 





Bound for “Singapore” 
Howard Pease Doubleday, $2.50 
Reviewed by Edward Eigel, 
highschool junior at Christian 
Brothers College, St. Louis, Mo., 
under the supervision of Brother 
James Alpheus, FSC, Librarian. 
With this, his latest book, Howard 
Pease has again produced a story 
that will be well-received by 12 to 
16-year-olds everywhere. Using his 
own early life as a model, Mr. Pease 
once more takes to the sea, but with 
a different kind of hero. Chet Hardy 
and Dungaree, a stowaway dach- 
shund, might be ealled, in fact, co- 
heroes. Chet, aspiring to be a writer, 
puts out to sea to get first-hand in- 
formation for his stories. He spends 
most of his time, however, trying to 
save the life of Dungaree. Bound for 
**Singapore’’ is a book that every 
reader of Howard Pease will want to 
read and to add to his collection of 
sea stories. 





Gentlemen, Hush! 

Jere Wheelwright Scribner, $2.50 
Rewiewed by Richard Boverie. 
Meeting in the woods back of the Ap- 
pomotax two days before the sur- 
render of General Lee, three Confed- 
erate soldiers determine to escape 
from the horrors of the Civil War 
and to re-establish themselves in a 
peaceful occupation. Merging  to- 
gether the thrills, problems and jour- 
neys of these three vets with a versa- 
tile sense of humor, the author dis- 
plays in a pleasant view a strange 
parallel of the Reconstruction Period 
of the Civil War and of our own 
post-war period. The setting is ex- 
eeedingly natural and the novel dis- 
plays an exciting climax that brings 
out the quality of excellent narration. 
Good historical reading in a light 
vein for junior and senior highschool 

students. 





Older Girls 


That Girl of Pierre's 


Robert Davis 
(il. Lloyd L. Goff) 


A charming account of post-war 
France, and the part French youth 
is playing in the rebuilding of a 
nation. 

The story centers around 17-year 


Holiday, $2.50 
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old Danielle Dufour, that girl of 
Pierre’s, who returns to her home in 
the village of Arsac-le-Petit with her 
small brother Jeannot and her grand- 
mother. Though they had expected 
the war to have left its mark upon 
the village, their greatest conflicts 
spring from the greed and injustice 
of the village shopkeeper. Finally, 
through the success of the village Co- 
operative the young people persuaded 
their elders to establish and the gov- 
ernment investigation of the war- 
time activity of the shop-keeper, the 
eventual happy ending is achieved, 
with a wedding in view. 

While the plot is well done it is 
the subtle flavor of France and the 
fine characterizations that make the 
book. Small Jeannot, who was al- 
ready ‘‘enough of a man to flee when 
domestic chores threatened’’; and 
Father Ambrose, who occupied a 
privileged position in the village: ‘‘It 
was due to plain, everyday, unassum- 
ing goodness of heart. One could not 
imagine a Father Ambrose lending 
himself to an unkindness,’’ are deli- 
eately and accurately drawn. 

In a world which is slow to forgive 
enemies it is refreshing to find a book 
for young people which recommends 
forgiveness—not as an act of charity, 
but a point of simple justice. 

—Sister Mary Hester, SSND 





Clay Fingers 


Adele de Leeuw 2.50 


Maemillan, 





Another stimulating De Leeuw career 
story for adolescent girls. A timely 
plot and what, comparatively, might 
be called superior characterization 
lend a little more than merely prac- 
tical value to the book. The story is 
an account of amateur ceramics, upon 
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De 
which colorful hobby there rode into 
pretty Lolly’s rather trivial and then . 
wrecked collegiate existence restored Ke 
health, strength of character, com. Me 
munity consciousness, and romance, ? 

—Sister Mary of the . 
Incarnation, C.D.P. by 
High Trail 7 


Vivian Breck Doubleday, $2.5) 
(il. Leonard Weisgard) ; anc 

A most exciting adventure story for §™ 
teen-age girls'is this tale of Chloe @™ 
Cassidy’s daring trip through the §)® 
Sierra Nevada Mountains. Chloe and § | 
her father are on a fishing trip when 9% 
Mr. Cassidy suffers an accident, frac. § 
turing his leg. The courageous girl §™! 
climbs the slopes of Mount Whitney §™ 


through the snow and the rain to §"™ 
get help. Nice descriptive passage and 
and a dash of romance are added at- 4°” 
tractions. This is Vivian Breck’s first § 


book and ean very easily take its imp 





place among modern juvenile (ali. L 
forniana, which is growing quite rap- hee 
idly these days. me 
—Beryl Hoskin, reference librarian, 4'™ 
University of Santa Clara “ 
fane 

Window on the Sea be 


Ellsworth Newcomb Dutton, $2.5) It y 
This is the readable story of Joa 
Andrews, 17 years old, and her 
father, a captain in the U. S. Navy. 
It starts with their flight from A» 
napolis to San Diego, where Captain 
Andrews is to be in command of the 
air station. 

Home and navy life, interesting *, 
boy-and-girl affairs between Joan and 
her two admirers, the captain’s 1 
mance with and subsequent marriagt ne 
to an attractive widow are the i 
gredients the author uses to make 
Window on the Sea a modern jung, 
novel, 

As an authentic picture of nay 
life, it is excellent, but it is a melt 
ocre book otherwise. Its sentences att 
clipped and its outcome frequentl 
obvious. It is especially unsatisfae 
tory as to format. 

—Anne Cawley Boardman 











Mountain Laurel Rer 
Anne Emery Putnam, #245) 
Reviewed by Sister M. Hester, 
S.S.N.D., Academy of Our Lady, 
Chicago. 

Mountain Laurel bridges the gap * 

tween children’s books and adult 

tion so smoothly that adults will fal, 
it easy but satisfying reading, 2°)», 
the older girl for whom it was achiys 
ally written will delight in it. 
novel is a sensitive story of a Tar, 
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nessee gitl who finds herself forced 
sacrifice her dreams of a career as 
, nurse when her mother dies and 
aves her to shoulder responsibility 
ior the little brood. 

Laurel’s problems are complicated 
jy the arrival of outlanders from 
(hieago whose glamorous manner of 
life upsets Laurel’s sense of values 
i} Bind she loses her peace of mind and 
wntentment, her sister’s companion- 
hip, and her childhood’s sweetheart 
ne Dave. 
How Laurel finds herself and wins 


7, —_— Ee Oo 


. iain the love of those she had lost 
1 Bioms the nub of the story. With a 
¥ world agreeing with Laurel that ‘‘it 
 Byould be so lovely to live as the Oli- 
YB vers did, with nice clothes and a car 
» md money to spend and places to 
Ho. . 2? Girls can not be told too 
iften that these things are not all 
tt important. 

il. Laurel learned the hard way that 


" Bilese things do not bring content- 
sf nent; that people who are ‘‘always 
ishing about something; to get 


"Bitead of each other, or to get more 
nney than they need, or to wear 
imeier clothes, or to get something 
ihe other one’s got’’ are not happy. 

m4 ff reading is vicarious living, per- 


ups young people can learn from 


het Boks like this. 
avy. 


tain Miss Tippy 
the Jenet Lambert Dutton, $2.25 


Yiss Tippy will keep the usual teen- 
ing we girl breathless with delight. Tip- 
ws ‘‘gang’’ at the military post, the 
lnguage, and, above all, the clothes 
ie the last word in ultra-adolescent. 
4n overly sweet whip, the story of 
lippy’s 16th summer has a flavor of 
ine good sense and wholesomeness 
imoughout the froth. Won’t Mrs. 
lambert give us something really 
wrthwhile some time? She has the 
mwledge of adolescent psychology 
ind seems to have artistic restraint. 
—Sister Mary of the 
Incarnation, C.D.P. 
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i" Biver After 


Phyllis A. Whitney H M, $2.50 
Reviewed by Sister M. Celeste, 
0.P., Dominican College, Racine. 
' fatel Gordon, fresh from art school, 
@ Butew that she should be an artist, a 
te fessional, but on the day she ap- 
an kared at the Fran Embree Studio, 
1 fl ‘ww York, for an appraisal of her 
al a, she met her man, Chris Mal- 
'y, a writer. For some time there- 
ger the ‘“‘lady is in pursuit’’ of two 
"moe ets—art and marriage. The first 
ter limps along the hard way— 
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trial and error, disappointment, and 
sometimes success; the second is al- 
most snagged in three months time. 
Finally Marel Mallory realizes that 
the only way to pursue the two ca- 
reers simultaneously is to reverse 
their order: marriage, the duties of 
a wife, first; then art. 

The novel is well written; it is 
wholesome and suffieiently restrained 
in the presentation of character and 
detail. But, built solely on idealism 
as it is, it will fail to satisfy those 


.who are looking for suggestions of 


spiritual values in life and its living. 
It is, nevertheless, satisfactory light 
reading for older girls. 


Older Boys and Girls 


Seven Beaver Skins 

Erick Berry Winston, $2.50 
Seven Beaver Skins is a title from the 
new ‘‘Land of the Free Series,’’ of 
which Erick Berry is editor. In this 
beautiful and authentic story of the 
Dutch in New Amsterdam, which she 
has written and illustrated herself, we 
read with interest and increased 
knowledge of life in the New Nether- 
lands around 1660, before the British 
took over the colony. 

Miss Berry believes that the virtues 
of the patroonship were greater than 
its evils. That point of view is held 
consistently throughout the book. 

The book is superior from the 
standpoint of history, beauty, and 
good writing. The odd names of the 
characters and the leisurely style of 
the narrative may, on occasion, lessen 
the interest of younger readers in the 
hero and his affairs. Highschool boys 
and girls, however, will recognize 
Seven Beaver Skingas a fine histori- 
eal novel. =. = 


—Anne Cawley Boardman 








Down in Dixie: Stories 


comp. Wilhelmina Harper Dutton, $2.75 
(u. D. B. Morse) 


This anthology continues Miss Har- 
per’s Our States in Story series, cov- 
ering eight states of the south-central 
section. Subjects range from very 
modern housing conditions back to 
pioneer days. Selected from individ- 
ual author collections and from peri- 
odieals for children, the stories pre- 
sent to the child in the growing-up 
stage a series of friendly adventures 
and loeai color sketches that should 
nold his intrest throughout. Among 
the inclusions are stories that show 
the need for cooperation, adjustment, 
kindness and helpfulness, and aiso a 
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certain amount of thrilling adventure. 
All ar+ presented simply and without 
preachment. Facts of interest about 
these states are appended, and the il- 
lustrations are attractively dune in 
pen and ink drawings. 

-—Sister M. Celeste, O.P. 





Four Sons of Norway 

Helen Acker 

(il. Nils Hogner) 

This is an interesting and affectionate 
account of the lives of four great 
Norwegians: Ole Bull, famous violin- 
ist of the last century ; Edvard Grieg, 
musician and composer ; Henrik Ibsen, 
play-wright; and Fridtjof Nansen, 
noted explorer. 

The author skilfully combines the 
factual and the interpretative. She 
has adapted her materials with great 
simplicity and beauty. The warmth 
and humanity of each of these por- 
traits conveys to the reader a person- 
age he would enjoy meeting, as well 
as an individual whom he admires. 

—Anne Cawley Boardman 


Intermediate & Up 


King of the Wind 


Marguerite Henry 
(il. Wesley Dennis) 

Reviewed by Helen 

Doucette. 

To confine enthusiam for King of the 
Wind to a paragraph or so is quite 
a task. Even one who has supposedly 
long since left the suggested age- 
group of 7 to 14 far behind could 
spend an evening reading this book 
with more profit and enjoyment than 
could be derived from many of the 
more blase, not-so-well-written, adult 
books. 

Following the tragically romantic 
career of Sham, the beautiful Arabian 
bay stallion from the stables of the 
Sultan of Morocco, is a fascinating 
tour, from the day the lovable foal 
was born in the sun and so named in 
Arabie for that deity until he died 
at Gog Magog in England, having 
fulfilled his promise through the 
countless thoroughbreds he sired. 

Though this exciting and often 
amusing story reads like pure fiction, 
the Godolphin Arabian was, in fact, 
the ancestor of Eclipse and Man 0’ 
War, who owed their speed and en- 
durance to the heritage Sham handed 
down to them from his mother, the 
mare who could outrun a gazelle. 

The illustrations, including full- 
page color pictures that are treasures 
in themselves, aid the author to cap- 
ture the essence of both personalities 


Nelson, $3.00 





Rand MeNally, $2.75 


Kane 
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and places, especially that of the fiery 
and valorous Sham, beaten, but never 
browbeaten, and of the faithful mute, 
Agba, who supplied the only thing 
the marvelous horse lacked—a soul. 





Spoofing the Comics 
Sam and the Superdroop 
Munro Leaf Viking, $1.50 
Reviewed by Bro. Finbarr Buck- 
ley, C.S.C., Notre Dame, Ind. 
Sam Martin is ten years old but Sam 
and the Superdroop is made up of 
the nightmares to which Sam was 
subject when he must have been no 
more than six. A modern ten-year-old 
would knowingly dub the super-super 
attributes of these dreams, ‘‘horse- 
feathers’’. 


Superdroop is Sam’s means of 
transportation, upon, over and under 
this world. Alligator-like in appear- 
ance, his color is a ‘‘greenish scaly 
silver’’ made still more weird by a 
pair of ‘‘fiery red eyes’’. 

Not until the final chapter does one 
suspect the real purpose of the author 
in his portrayal of these colossal ad- 
ventures: it is a satire on ‘‘comic- 
bookitis’’. The remedy suggested for 
this more or less contributing factor 
to juvenile delinquency is to acquire 
a library ecard and the good books 
that appertain to it, rather than buy, 
borrow or lend or swap the worthless, 
even harmful, comies with which the 
market is now flooded. 





Rosa and Randy 
Katherine Wiqmore Eyre 
(ul. Mabel Woodbury) 
A feud between two ranches, a 13- 
year-old boy and a girl named Rosa 
are combined to make a very accept- 
able story for the upper grades. Char- 
acter building through books is a 
satisfactory project when books like 
Katherine Eyre’s are available. And 
Rosa and Randy, like the others, has 
a fine setting on a California ranch. 
Here the two children, after a few 
misunderstandings concerning a pet 
deer and a lame horse, put their 
heads together to heal an old quarrel 
between their fathers. 


—Beryl Hoskin 


Oxford, $2.50 





Dr. Doolittle and the Secret Lake 


Hugh Lofting Lippincott, $3.00 
Dr. Doolittle, his young assistant 
Tommy Stubbins, and assorted ani- 
mal members of his household sail to 
Africa to reseue the giant turtle 
Mudface, who has been buried by an 
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earthquake at the bottom of the 
secret lake. 

The resurrected Mudface spends 
the last half of the overlong book 
telling his adventures in the Deluge. 
In the turtle’s story, the whimsey, 
humor, and originality of the open- 
ing half are smothered by grimness 
and weight. Lofting’s revision of the 
Genesis account of the Flood is in 
itself offensive. 

—M. L. H. 





Sea Hawks of Empire 

Ralph E. Bailey Dutton, $2.50 
Adventure, action, and historical 
background are well combined in this 
story of the fight for control of the 
trade routes in the 16th century. The 
account is dominated by John Davis, a 
young Englishman, whose seaman- 
ship, fighting ability, and righteous- 
ness bring him through every en- 
counter. Spanish, Portuguese, and 
Dutch are unfavorably compared to 
the English in every instance and 
there is much emphasis on drinking. 

On the whole the book is well writ- 
ten and, except for one accurate but 
regrettable allusion, should be excit- 
ing reading for young teenagers, 
especially boys. 

—Jane Schroder 





The Invisible Island 
Dean Marshall 
(il. Christine Price) 
The author—a native Kentuckian, 
let us not forget, with a fine apprecia- 
tion of home and family — fathoms 
a child’s mind with her story of four 
young castaways on the ‘‘Invisible 
Island’’ that they themselves dis- 
eovered. It’s something all of us 
wished for at one time come true! 
Mystery hovers in the air, building up 
suspense from the very beginning, 
with a cave, a make-believe dryad, and 
strawberries appearing from nowhere 
to fascinate the children, until the 
mystery is finally solved. The draw- 
ings are crisp with life and appeal. 
The story contains all the happy sur- 
prise and wonderment that children, 
charged with imagination, love. 
—Nancy O’Connell 


Dutton, $2.50 





Stolen Pony 

Glen Rounds Holiday, $2.00 
This story of a blind pony and its 
faithful dog companion is too long for 
the meagre elements of its plot. Ex- 
cept for the initial action in which the 
pony is stolen, descriptive passages of 
the animals encounters with the fauna 
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and flora of the Bad Lands make w 
the tale. The account is lucid ay 
authentic but not too exciting. Op 
wonders what caused the author ty 
write interpretively at least thre 
times on the dog’s use of trees anj 
fenee posts in a book for children, |} 
Glen Rounds’ writing conveyed th 
impression of gripping action that his 
illustrations do, this would have bee 
a fine book. 
—Raymond Torrey 





Once a Cowboy 
Charles Martin 
(il. Wesley Dennis) 
The genuine modern cowboy life in 
Once a Cowboy should greatly appeal 
to ‘‘ middle 
aged’’ boys, 
The author, 
a  Californi: 
rancher, is 
well qualified 
to write about 
a 13 -year- 
old eity 
‘* pilgrim’s” 
transform. 
ation from: 
into a real cowboy ‘“‘top 


Viking, $2.0 


9? 


‘*dude 
hand’’, 

The author’s language, however, i 
sometimes above the level of boys of 
this age, and sometimes a dubiow 
specimen of the idea language of any 
age. A good example is the expres 
sion, ‘‘That’s gospel, so help us both”, 
eoming from a boy of 13. The illw 
trations, although few, are good. The 
story plays up the value of clea 
country living, in contrast with lif 
in the eity. 

—Therese Ruschmann 





Pageant of the Seven Seas 
Vernon Quinn Lippincott, $2.) 
Facts about the ‘‘seven seas’’ becom 
absorbingly interesting, and why 
‘*seven’’ becomes clear when Vern0l 
Quinn unfolds her Pageant. From 
ancient mythology to nautical ani 
areonautical events of the 20th ct 
tury, the story of exploration of tht 
seas goes on to the zest of adult # 
well as of boy and girl reader. 


Rich in detail and sufficiently * 
eurate for an account of this 
the narrative, nevertheless, is cal 
fully, perhaps almost painfully,pru 
ed of possible religious and misswnaty 
implications. : 

—WSister Mary of the Incarnation, 

C.D.P. 
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The Doll’s House 

Rumer Godden 
(il. Dana Saintsbury) 
\ child’s-eye view of the world is in- 
led a precious gift. Rumer Godden 
blends the bloods of ‘‘pretend’’ and 
reality so skilfully, so imaginative- 
ly, in this story of prim Victorian 
dolls, that reading it is like overhear- 
ing children at play. 

Tottie Plantaganet is only a farth- 
ing doll, but sturdy and determined 
as only 100-year-old wooden dolls can 
be, All dolls belong to a family, as 
al little girls who play with dolls 
now. When the Plantaganet family 
gets its very own house to live in, it 
is most certainly the result of ‘‘ wish- 
ing hard’’, as all dolls must do, for 
they cannot tell anything—but often 
their wish is as strong as telling. . . 

This was no ordinary house, but a 
glossy cream-colored house, painted 
with ivy, with real lace curtains on 
the windows and pots of ‘‘pretend’’ 
graniums on the window sills. As 
wih grown-up people with houses, 
the two little girls behind the Plan- 
taganets had to sacrifice pleasures be- 
fore it could be really and truly their 
own. 

This is a charming story that should 
appeal to all little girls, who under- 
sand best of all such wonderful 
waving of fact and faney. It is 
(elicately illustrated. 


—dJune Tatge Hoover 


2.50 


Viking, 



















































An unconfirmed report in’ Time 
magazine says that the writings of 
Jean Paul Sartre, exponent of 
Existentialism, have been placed on 
the Index. 













Aleko’s Island 
Edward Fenton 

(il. Dimitris Davis) 
lfthere really is a Grecian island as 
idightful as the one herein depicted, 
we can hardly blame the alas! too 
wntented foreigner, Mr. Fivechairs, 
for sprawling out there so blissfully 
util wrested from his picturesque 
yeteh by a literally grasping wife who 
mth one jerk sent philosophy flying 
ind Mr. Fivechairs back to the cares 
if eivilization by the earliest boat. 
Author’ and artist have together 
ieathed such a sense of verisimili- 
ide into this lovely story that the 
wader walks the very promenades by 
the quay where the youthful Aleko 
ined to solve the problems caused by 
tig tascally goat, Lesbia, and by the 

€ resulting from his unearthing 
if the ancient bronze shepherd boy 





Doubleday, $2.50 
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who shapes the plot and also Aleko’s 
lonely life. 

Both the charming and _not-so- 
charming characters are accurately 
drawn, with a shrewd yet pervasively 
tolerant humor. In spite of realistic 
rendition of adversity, there is a fine 
spirit of hope and light-heartedness 
here as well as a sense of authentic 
atmosphere. Aleko’s Island ought to 
make boys and girls fall in love with 
Greece, and the glossary will help 
them to express their affection. 

—Helen Kane Doucette 





Sleigh Bells for Windy Foot 


Frances Frost Whittlesey, $2.00 
(il. Lee Townsend) 


All lovers of pets, ponies in particu- 
lar, will enjoy 
this delightful 
Christmas 
story of 
Windy, the 
Clarks, and 
Clifford, their 
hired man. In 
it we find a 
joyful family 
spirit all too 
rare in our day 
of activities 
and interests 
outside the 
home. But 
this entertain- 
ing word pic- 
ture is defective because the real 
meaning of Christmas is completely 
ignored. 

Children will read this story with 
joy in their hearts; oldsters with a 
wistful longing for carefree days of 
yesteryear. 

—A Sister of the Visitation, 
Academy of-the Visitation, 
Dubuque. 








Jolly Old St. Nicholas 


Blanche Jennings Thompson 

(il. Stanley S. Sessler ¢ 

Frederick S. Beckman) 
Ave Maria, $1.50 


Introduced to every young devotee of 
the American Santa Claus, this book 
could do great things toward redeem- 
ing Christmas from capitalism. It is 
made up of competent, entertaining 
hagiography, with the understanding 
that facts are sometimes indistinguish- 
able from legend ; a history of the de- 
votion to St. Nicholas; and descrip- 
tions of the customs by which he is 
honored in different lands. It de- 
serves a cover sturdier than the pres- 
ent bristol binding. - 
—Priscilla Witt 
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SECULAR 


Good Work! What Will You Be 
When You Grow Up 

John G. McCullough Young Scott, $1.50 
Pleasant, clever art work; riming 
prose with full alliteration which will 
be charming to many, facetious to 
some, but carrying a good human 
message to all children. 


Let’s Look Inside Your House 
Herman § Nina Schneider 

(wu. Barbara Ivins) Young Scott, $1.50 
‘‘A  Picture-Science Book About 
Water, Heat and Electricity.’’ Help- 
ful to middle elementary school 
youngster; promotes curiosity, obser- 
vation, attention; simple, clear ex- 
planations, diagrams, and illustrations 
(that could be colored-in). 


The Catholic Mother’s Helper in 


Training Her Children 


Sisters Mary, I.H.M., Mary Roberta, O.P.., 
§ Mary Rosary, O.P. SAG 


The Introduction is excellent as a 
statement of the whole purpose of re- 
ligious education, especially in its an- 
alysis of the ‘‘pious’’ child as an ob- 
stacle to friendship with Christ. The 
true notion it expresses is taken 
directly from St. Paul: ‘‘Our pur- 
pose in training the child is that 
Jesus may live His life anew in this 
young member of His Mystical 
Body.’’ 

Major portion of the book is almost 
sticky-sweet in its over-simplification 
and detailed instruction. If a mother 
can ignore what her judgment tells 
her is unnecessary, she might find 
some helpful hints in the book—at 
any rate the introduction is happily 
of the right sort. 


Religious Teaching of Young 
Children for Parents and Teachers 

A Sister of Notre Dame Newman, $2.25 
This sound and practical book should 
be an excellent guide, whether a com- 
plete outline and method are desired, 
or a good insight into the true and 
holy approach to the subject with its 
many fruitful suggestions. Because it 
is free from sentimentality, and has 
the right kind of simplicity, the ‘‘at- 
titude and knowledge it imparts 
should evoke love and elicit service.’’ 
The stories are particularly lovely be- 
cause they contain the honest facts, 
simplified but not cluttered with 
teacher-additions, of Christ’s life, and 
the meaning of the Mass and the 
Sacraments. 
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existentialism. 


The new book by the greatest 
living Catholic philosopher 


Jacques Maritain 
EXISTENCE 
and the EXISTENT 


Maritain sums up his thought of 30 years. In contrast 
to Sartre’s atheistic existentialism and philosophy of des- 
pair, Maritain outlines his own concept of a true, Christian 


Just published, $2.75 





ficently eloquent pages. 





By the author of When the Mountain Fell 


C.-F. Ramuz 
WHAT IS MAN 


The great Swiss writer examines the emotional mainsprings 
of both communism and fascism — and then describes the 
Christian position in our time, in some of his most magni- 


At all bookstores 


PANTHEON BOOKS, Inc. 


4] Washington Sq.. N. Y. 12 


Just published, $2.75 








LATEST TITLES 


*All Hallows’ Eve 


Charles Williams P & C, $2.75 
Distinguished tale of good and evil. 


Behind That Wall 


E. Allison Peers M-G, $2.50 
Introductions to spiritual classics. 


The Big Fisherman 


Lloyd C. Douglas H M, $3.75 
Reverent but unorthodox. See Review 


*The Big Nine 


Howard Roberts Putnam, $3 
Western Conf. football reviewed. 


Black Odyssey 

Roi Ottley Scribner, $3.50 
Biography of Negro American people. 
Blueprint for a Catholic University 


Leo R. Ward, C.S.C. Herder (1949) 
A new ratio studiorum. 


Catechism Stories 
F. H. Drinkwater Newman, $3.50 
700-scant sermonettes; indispensable. 


Chance and Symbol 
Richard Hertz U. Chicago, $3 
Difficult study law of averages. 


The Didache, etc. 
tr. James A. Kleist, S.J. 
Newman, $2.75 
‘** Ancient Christian Writers’’, No. 6. 
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“The City and the Cathedral 
Robert Gordon Anderson L G, $34 

Brilliant synthesis 13th C. Paris, 

Doctor Faustus (BOTM) 
Thomas Mann Knopf, $34 

Difficult but meaningful. ' 

See Review 

T. S. Eliot: A Study of His Writi, 

by Several Hands 
ed. B. J. Rajan 

Funk & Wagnalls ¢ 

On new Nobel Literature winner, 

John England: An American 

Christopher 
Dorothy Fremont Grant 

Bruce (194 

Great Southern missionary-prelate 

European Ideologies 
ed. Feliks Gross Phil. Lib, § 

Survey 20th C. political ideas; 

dubious. 

“The Fall of the Spanish Americ 

Empire 
Salvador de Madariaga 

Maenmnillaz, § 

Indicts Rousseauism for 19 C. deba 

“Fighting Indians of the West 
M. F, Schmitt and Dee Brown 

Scribner, $@ . 

Documentary for scholars and by 

8 - 80. 

“Fireside Book of Yuletide Tala 
ed. Edward Wagenknecht Bobbs, i. 

Stellar collection, occasionally uw 

doctrinal. 

Fourteen Plays for the Church 
ed. Kai Jurgensen and Rob 
Schenkkan Rutgers, § 

Miracles and Moralities, with prot 

tion helps. 

“The Golden Legend 
Bl, Jacobus de Voragine, oS 

One-vol. trans. charming Lives of 

Saints. 

Guide to Catholic Literature, 

Vol. III 
ed. Walter Romig Romig, $li! 

Indispensable ref. tool: 1944-1948. 

The Human Side of Music 
Charles W. Hughes Phil. Lib., #! 

Slightly psychosomatic emphasis. 

Immortal Shadows 
Stark Young Seribner, * 

Collected dramatic criticisms. 


The Liberal Presidents 
J. C. Long Crowell, 

Interesting angles; valuable 

appendices. 

The Liturgical Year, Vol. I: A¢ 
Dom Gueranger, 0.8.B. 

Newmal,' 
Old trans. & plates, but still "tha 
valuable. 
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Marriage Guidance 
$3.5 Edwin F. Healy, S.J. 
18. B practical textbook. 
Masterpieces of Religious Verse 
$34 od. J. D. Morrison Harper, $5 
bulky compendium useful to 
preacher's. 
ilng§ vedieval Studies in Honor of 
.D. M. Ford 
Be ed. U. T. Holmes, Jr., and A, Jd. 
ls, § Denomy, C.S.B. Harvard, $6.50 
Honors venerable Cath. mediaevalist. 
The Mexico We Found 


Loyola, $3 


Fanchon Royer Bruee, 
Vindieates Latin way of life. 

1949 D in J 

late New Dawn in Japan - 
Everett F. Briggs L G, $2.75 


first hand materials; realistic con- 
F clusions. 
’ [the Northerner 
Joan Colebrook Seribner, $3.50 
(hunky slice of Australian life. 
‘The Old Testament, Vol. I 
an, fr Ronald Knox 
ebark (announced at $7.50). S & W, $7 
from Genesis to Esther. 
Platform Replies 
J. P. Arendzen 
seful *‘ question box’”’ 
The Rape of Poland 
Stanislaw Mikolajczyk 
Whittlesey, $4 
B Pattern of Soviet Aggression’’. 
‘The Seven Miracles of Gubbio 

(TMBC) 
R. L. Bruckberger, O.P. 

Whittlesey, $1.50 








wn 
r, § 
d bey 


Newman, $1.75 
for apostles. 


ers, ; 
at Inchanting Franciscan fable recast. 


Soviet Russia and the Far East 


David J. Dallin 
, BVorld conquest proceeds! 
, Gi the Struggle Behind the 
of ig ton Curtain 
Ferenc Nagy Maemillan, $6 
,, lungary’s betrayal by Comintern. 
The Two Trees 
$l Gerald Vann, O.P. 
348. Collins, prob. 75e 
BB.C, talks on sin, suffering, divine 


8 love. 
is. Uncle Dynamite 
P. G. Wodehouse 
The mixture as before. 


The War We Lost 

yanontin Fotitch Viking, $3.75 

ruogelavia’ s Tragedy and the Fail- 
we of the West.’’ 

" Especially suitable for Christmas 

giving, 

The Way of the Mystics 

‘4.0. Graef Mercier-Newman, $2.75 
iy pter-studies canonized spiritual- 


Yale, $5 


Didier, $2.75 
er, * 
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Wine of Satan 
Laverne Gay (Jan.) 

Seribner, prob. $3 

‘“‘A Tale of Bohemond’’ and First 

Crusade. 

—And, coming in Spring, Evelyn 
Waugh’s satire on international 
diplomacy, Scott-King’s Modern 
Europe, and the late Karl (‘‘The 
Miracle’’) Vollmoeller’s The Last 
Miracle. 








The Wisdom of Catholicism 
ed. A. C. Pegis Random House, $5 
Postponed till 1949. 


Wreath of Song 

Robert C. Broderick Bruce, $3 
Fictionized life Francis Thompson. 
“The Young Henry Adams 

Ernest Samuels Harvard, $4 
Rectifies understatements of ‘‘The 
Edueation’’. 





SAINTS and |)EVOTIONS 


An Indulgenced Prayerbook in 
Calendar Form for the 
Liturgical Year 1949 
76 pages in two colors 
8” x 12” — wire bound 

Short biographical sketches 
of over 1,000 Saints and 
Blessed (with index) and 
numerous short quotations 
from their writings, make this 
“a daily spiritual tonic to 
many souls.” (Archbishop 
Cushing.) 

Carefully selected officially 
indulgenced prayers for every 
day, week and month form “a 
gold-mine of spiritual riches 
for both the living and the 
dead.” (The Parish Visitor.) 

Numerous quotations from 
Our Lady’s recent apparitions 
and urgent appeals are print- 
ed in the calendar. “It will 
give to many an incentive to 
pray.” 

Ideal Gift for Priest, Religious 
or the Devout Catholic Laity 
Price $1.50 


With an attractive gift 
wrapping . . $1.60 
Special discount to deal- 
ers. Order from: 


ST. PAUL MONASTERY 
Book Dept. 
CANFIELD, OHIO 
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ES LISI IS I IESE IIE OIE WIE BIE OEE, 
If You 

Want Your Christmas Present 
TO DO SOME GOOD... 


Make it a Subscription to 
BOOKS ON TRIAL 


Each Issite Contains- 


@ Impartial, spiritually informed ap- 
praisals of current books, by our 
staff of some 200 tested critics. 


@ Excerpts from reviews in other re- 
sponsible journals 


@ Candid, uncompromising Juvenile 
surveys (indispensable for Catholic 
schools) 


@ Bibliographies on many topics 
@ News of new books 


@ Practical commentary on Catholic 
publishing and bookselling 


@ Book-club round-up 


_ Your pastor, your public and parish 


libraries, your school Sisters, your 
hospital and nurses’ school, your 
favorite college, your reading 
friends, your local book dealer, 
should be receiving BOOKS ON 
TRIAL. Why not do them a good 
turn this Christmas? 


Subscription rates: One year, $4.00. 
Two years, $6.00. Two one-year 
subscriptions, $6.00. We will notify 
recipients. 


SIR ESA ISA IRR SR RE RSA RR RGR RTA OTA 


The Thomas More Book Shop % 
220 W. Madison, Chicago 6 


For the enclosed 6.......... please 
send a one-year... two-year 

—sgift subscription to BOOKS 
ON TRIAL to: 
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Al Date toa Remember Iu December (8¢h) 





Walking With God 
By Kilian J. Healy, O.Carm. 


How close do you come to God when 
you pray? Walking with God ex- 
pounds with reverent effectiveness 
the power of prayer as conversation, 
reflection and petition. He appraises 
prayer as an expression of friendship 
and of love, a two way conversation 
in which man both speaks and 
listens. “God in our thoughts; God 
in our hearts; God on our lips—will 
be our happy state once we have put 
into practice the different ways of 
living in God’s presence.” 


$1.50 


JESUS, SON OF MARY 


THE FIRST FREEDOM 
By Wilfrid Parsons, S.J., $2.25 


SIR SRR TR 


23 BEEKMAN STREET 


The Happy Grotto 

By Fulton Oursler 
Have you ever wondered about those 
who are not cured at Lourdes? The 
Happy Grotto is an on-the-Spot re- 
port of life behind the scenes of the 
French Shrine and its startling effect 
on the souls of all pilgrims. He 
talked with all who were in any 
way associated with the Shrine— 
doctors, attendants, stretcher bear- 
ers, inn keepers, editors; with the 
vilgrims themselves. He found many 
miracles. But the greatest miracle of 
all he found was in the spiritual 
rather than the physical restoration 
of the petitioners. 


EAR RA RA A RAN AEA BRE LALLA OAR EDA AA AA LA A ASA LAA NS ALA SATA TA HT 
Also for Christmas Giving 


By Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, $2.00 


THOSE TERRIBLE TEENS 
By Vincent P. McCorry, S.J., $2.25 


The Declan X. McMullen Co., Inc., Presents 


3 GREAT CATHOLIC BOOKS 


The Assignments of 


Antonio Claret 
By Daniel Sargent 


Here is unfolded the story of an 
Archbishop who had a diocese of 


one, yet who served millions—the 
dramatic story of a Spanish weay- 
er’s son, Blessed Antonio Maria 
Claret, who weathered the storms 
of persecution that beset the Penin- 
sula during the last century. The 
full spiritual life of the Confessor to 
Queen Isabella II and founder of the 
Claretians is masterfully revealed. 





By Christopher Hollis, $2.50 i 


By Claire Huchet Bishop, $3.00 § 


THE DECLAN X. McMULLEN CO. Inc. 


$2.50 


WITH LOVE, PETER 
FRANCE ALIVE 


NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 














Vocational Pamphlets 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Follow Me is not only a highly 
desirable vocational pam- 
phlet for boys, but also 
contains a list of 
the Religious 
Orders for 
men. 

Because of our overcrowded 
conditions we offer these pam- 
phlets at Bargain Prices. 
Sample copies postpaid........ 20¢ 
25 to 100 COPICS........000..0c00cc0e008 8¢ 
500 or more......... silt tensile TYe¢ 

This offer is subject to prior 


sale. When these are gone, no 
more will be available. 


order from 


The Thomas More 


BOOK SHOP 
220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6 


eT 





























STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGE- 
MENT, CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY THE 
ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS 
AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 1933, 
AND JULY 2, 1946. 


State of Illinois | 
County of Cook f 
ss. 


Of BOOKS ON TRIAL, published eight times a 
year at Chicago, Ill., for October 1, 1948. 

Before me, a Notary Public, in and for the 
State and county aforesaid, personally appeared 
John C. Tully, who, having been duly sworn ac- 
cording to law, deposes and says that he is 
the Editor of BOOKS ON TRIAL, and that the fol- 
lowing is, to the best of his knowledge and belief, 
a true statement of the ownership, management 
(and if a daily, weekly, semiweekly or triweekly 
newspaper, the circulation), etc., of the aforesaid 
publication for the date shown in the above cap- 
tion, required by the act of August 24, 1912, as 
amended by the acts of March 3, 1933, and July 
2, 1946 (section 537, Postal Laws and Regula- 
tions), printed on the reverse of this form, to 
wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the pub- 
ilsher, editor, managing editor, and business man- 
agers are: 

Publisher, The Thomas More Library and Book 
Shop, 220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, Ill. 

Editor, John C. Tully,. 200 S. Park Rd., La 
Grange, Ill. 

Managing editor, John, C. Tully, 200 S. Park 
Rd., La Grange, Ill. 

Business manager, John C. Tully, 200 S. Park 
Rd., La Grange, Ill. 

2. That the owner is: {if owned by a corpora- 
tion, its name and address must be stated and 
also immediately thereunder the names and ad- 


dresses of stockholders owning or holding one 
percent or more of total amount of stock. If no 
owned by a corporation, the names and addresses 
of the individual owners must be given. If owned 
by a firm, company, or other unincorporated con 
cern, its name and address, as well as those 

each individual member, must be given.) Th 
Thomas More Library and Book Shop is an Illinois 
“not for profit’ corporation which has no ' 
address: 220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, Illinois. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgages, 
and other security holders owning or holding | 
percent or more of total amount of bonds, mof- 
gages, or other securities are: None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving 
the names of the owners, stockholders, and % 
curity holders, if any, contain not only the listo 
stockholders and security holders as they appea 
upon the books of the company but also, in casé 
where the stockholder or security holder appeas 


“upon the books of the company as trustee or i" 


any other fiduciary relation, the name of the pe 
son or corporation for whom such trustee is at 
ing, is given; also that the said two paragr 
contain statements embracing affiant’s full 
edge and belief as to the circumstances 
tions under which stockholders and security 
ers who do not appear upon ‘the ; 
company as trustees, hold stock and securities in 
a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner 
and this affiant has no reason to believe that ay 
other person, association, or corporation has 
interest direct or indirect in the said stock, bonds 
or other securities than as so stated by him. 
JOHN C. TULLY, Edite 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 2 
day of Sept., 1948. 


WILLIAM H. TOATES 4 
My commission expires Nov. 22, 194 
(SEAL) 
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